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“Patriotism is when love 

of your own people comes first; 

nationalism, when hate for people 

other than your own comes first.” 
— Charles de Gaulle
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While some people fi nd adventure and 
rejuvenation from being in Nature, 

others may feel Nature is threatening wheth-
er it be fear of getting bit by something in 
the wild or running into a dangerous plant 
or animal. It never ceases to amaze me how 
conditioned we humans become as a result 
of our environment.

From the time I was a wee one, my moth-
er knew I was a barefoot wild child romping 
in Nature every chance I could. She was fi ne 
with it then. It was only after she became 
homebound due to illness that my love for 
Nature became a concern for her. Cooped 
up behind four walls with only a computer 
and a television to fuel her fears, she would 
express her displeasure at my hiking alone.

Truly the biggest danger for me is get-
ting myself lost to which I have developed 
methods to avoid. Although I have run into 
numerous wild animals in Manitou Springs 
I’ve never encountered one in the wild. Most 
of them don’t want to meet you anymore 
than you want to meet them. There isn’t 
much that will stop me. As far as dangerous 
or poisonous plants, there aren’t that many 
of them that grow in our area so if you learn 
which ones to avoid, you’re good to go.

Like people, plants belong to families. Each 
family has distinct patterns and knowing the 
patterns of only a few plant families can be of 
signifi cant help when identifying edible from 
harmful plants. Unless you can be certain of 
a plants identity by its smell, it is essential 
for it to be in bloom in order to avoid making 
mistakes. Let’s meet some local relatives.

Cashew family
One of the most dreaded plants of all is 

poison ivy. Who would guess it’s part of the 
same family as pistachio and the cashew 
tree? Poison ivy is somewhat of a chame-
leon in the way that it can mimic the plants 
around it. If it’s growing around plants 
whose leaves face upward, it will do the 
same. If the leaves are droopy, it can also 
droop with them. It can even climb up a tree 
like a vine but the one defi ning factor is the 
number three. Poison ivy has three leaves, 
so beware anytime you see this. I’ve never 
encountered this plant at higher elevations 
that are sparsely populated with people. 
There are only two plants in this family 
that are found across the frost belt of North 
America, sumac and poison ivy.

Mint family
The mint family has square stems and 

opposite leaves meaning the leaves don’t 
alternate on the stem, they are directly oppo-
site each other. Most mints are aromatic like 
peppermint or spearmint as well as basil and 
oregano, and most are spicy but edible.

Mustard family
The mustard family have four petals with 

six stamens (four tall and two short). It helps 
to have a magnifi er as most mustard fl owers 
are rather small. However, another way to 
recognize mustard family is by smelling 
the vegetation, does it smell like mustard? 
Or recognizing the arrangement of the seed 
pods. All plants in the mustard family are 
edible but not all are palatable.

Parsley family
The distinctive pattern for the parsley 

family is the compound umbel fl owers. The 
fl owers actually look like an upside-down 
umbrella and have a smaller umbel at the end 
of each main spoke making it a compound 
umbel. Rich in volatile oils, this family 
has some good edibles like carrots. How-
ever, most families do have their obnoxious 
members and this one could be considered 
the mob family as it has the most plants that 
could take you out or make you miserable.

Because it includes some of the most 

poisonous plants in North America, precise 
identifi cation is an absolute necessity here. 
Poison Hemlock and water hemlock are two 
that fall into this category and do grow wild in 
Colorado. Water hemlock has the distinct repu-
tation as the deadliest plant in North America.

Pea family
Plants in the pea family range from edible 

to mildly poisonous. Loco weed is in the pea 
family and is considered less toxic in the 
cool of the morning over the heat of the af-
ternoon. The pea fl ower has a distinctive fi ve 
petals that form a banner, wings and a keel. 
The banner is a single petal with two lobes, 
two more petals form the wings and the re-
maining two petals for a keel, usually fused 
together much like the keel of a boat. The 
seed pods are easily recognizable, we’ve all 
heard the term peas in a pod. Think of a snap 
pea, peanut or a green bean.

Lily family
Most people recognize the lily fl ower but 

most don’t realize that the fl ower has parts 
in threes. There are usually three petals with 
three sepals that are often identical in size 
and color making it appear to have six pet-
als. The lily family has many sub-families 
and some of them are highly poisonous. 

Death Camas as suggested by its name 
is one of those plants. I heavily caution on 
this one as it can easily be mistaken for wild 
onion. Although death camas has angular 
leaves and wild onion has fl at leaves they are 
eerily similar and do grow next to each other. 
The fl owers and the smell are the identifying 
factors here. Simply wait for the onions to be 
in full bloom before harvesting. Wild onions 
smell like onions and death camas does not. I 
have spotted death camas growing near Blue 
Mountain in Teller County.

Rose family 
Roses growing in the wild do not resem-

ble the roses sold in fl oral shops at all. Mem-
bers of the rose family have fi ve petals with 
fi ve sepals and usually numerous stamens. 
This family produces many edible fruits and 
although cyanide compounds are found in 
the leaves and fruits of some species, for the 
most part you are safe with this group. Wild 
Raspberry and wild strawberry fall into this 
category as well as the yellow potentillas 
that grow profusely in Ute country.

Aster family
My favorite fl owers, dandelion and 

sunfl ower fall into the aster family. Plants 

of this family have unique composite fl ower 
heads meaning each fl owerhead is made up 
of many smaller fl owers each attached to a 
pitted disc. For example, in the sunfl ower, 
each sunfl ower seed is produced by an 
individual fl ower within the larger fl ow-
erhead. An example of the pitted disc can 
clearly be seen once all the dandelion seeds 
have blown away. The disc remains at the 
end of the stem. Many plants in this family 
have leaves that resemble the dandelion. 
This family has many sub families and are 
the second largest family of plants surpassed 
only by the mostly tropical orchid fam-
ily. Some of the plants in the aster family 
include thistle, daisy and chicory.

Buttercup family
What’s up buttercup? Monkshood, that’s 

what. High up on Mt. Quandary in Monte 
Cristo gulch you’ll fi nd monkshood grow-
ing by Blue Lake. Although water hemlock 
may be the most poisonous plant in North 
America, there is a species of monkshood in 
Nepal considered the most poisonous plant 
in the World. Our species is a bit tamer than 
that but still considered deadly. The striking 
blue/purple fl ower commands attention and 
is a dead giveaway as it sounds just like it 
looks, like a monk’s hood.

Flowers in the buttercup family have four-
fi ve petals with three or more pistils, usually 
with hooked tips. Although this clan has 
some powerful medicinals like goldenseal 
and black cohosh, it also includes pasque 
fl ower and delphinium or larkspur that 
contain alkaloids suppressive to the nervous 
system much like monkshood.

Common names can confuse the issue, as 
there can be three different common names 
for one plant. Reputable plant identifi cation 
books will have, botanical names anatomically 
correct drawings or pictures and tell you which 
family a plant actually belongs to as well as 
issue caution on which are toxic or poisonous.

To learn more on plant identifi cation, I 
recommend the book Botany in a Day by 
Thomas J. Elpel. It is an excellent fi eld 
guide for learning the “patterns method” of 
plant identifi cation. Linda Kershaw’s book 
Edible & Medicinal Plants of the Rockies 
has excellent pictures and has a whole sec-
tion on poisonous plants.

There are numerous plant families with 
sub families all with distinct patterns. I 
hope by exploring a few, I’ve given you 
some idea of how to avoid some of the more 
harmful plants in the area.

Reminder: It is illegal to pick wildfl owers 
in our national parks. Please save them for 
the pollinators. 

Mari Marques-Worden is a Certifi ed Herb-
alist and owner of The Thymekeeper. For 
questions or more information contact: Mari 
at mugsyspad@aol.com or 719-439-7303. 
Mari is available for private consultation.

A special thanks to all listed here for their 
professional work and time to make this issue 
possible.If you have any questions please 
contact the publishers.
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The Thymekeeper
Families matter
by Mari Marques-Worden
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What do you think of when you think of 
the concept “boundaries”? According 

to Merriam-Webster dictionary, a boundary 
is “something that indicates a limit or extent, 
a border, edge, or margin.” When discussing 
“personal boundaries,” however, the concept 
involves our interactions with others. UC-
Berkeley Health Services describes them as 
“the physical, emotional and mental limits 
which we establish to protect ourselves from 
being manipulated, used, or violated by 
others. Boundaries allow us to separate who 
we are, and what we think and feel, from 
the thoughts and feelings of others’ words 
or actions. It’s the key to ensuring relation-
ships are mutually respectful, supportive 
and caring which shows that you deserve 
to be treated well.” (This concept comes 
up regularly in my practice, where some 
people question whether they are worthy or 
deserving of being treated respectfully. That 
topic will be discussed in another article). A 
boundary can be viewed as a personal prop-
erty line that defi nes words and actions for 
which we are, and are not, responsible.

In refl ecting on the concept of boundaries, 
remember that you are responsible for defi ning 
everything inside the boundaries that differ-
entiates “me” from “not me” or others. Umm, 
I don’t really get this “everything inside the 
boundaries” I get the rest of the paragraph 
Each one of us is responsible for our feelings, 
our values, our behavior, our thoughts, choices, 
insights, beliefs, etc. This may seem daunting 
at fi rst, yet it actually is a good thing because 
it is benefi cial to have as much control over 
one’s life as possible. Would you trust some-
one else to raise your children?... To choose 
your clothes, your furnishings, your pets or 
your friends?... To run your business, your 
home, or your marriage?... That would likely 
become disastrous pretty quickly. So now you 
clearly understand that it’s on you.

This is worth pondering because know-
ing how and where to set our boundaries 
is really important. To support the process 
of boundary setting, it’s benefi cial to fi rst 
know ourselves well; who we are, what we 
value, think, believe, want, deserve, etc. Es-
sentially, boundaries are a measure of how 
we view ourselves. When there are clearly 
established, strong boundaries, it portrays us 
as a person with positive self-esteem. How-
ever, most boundaries need to be fl uid and 
fl exible rather than rigid or spongy. Some 
boundaries absolutely need to be rigid. 
Boundaries such as, “You may never hit me, 
ever.” “It is unacceptable to call me certain 
names.” “It is unacceptable to cheat on me.” 
No one deserves to be treated abusively. No 
one deserves to be lied to or betrayed.

Without clear boundaries, others may think 
they can infl uence you to do what they want, 
however, anyone who thinks they can control 
another individual is mistaken, yet they try 
anyway. Others may attempt to manipulate us 
into modifying our boundaries through guilt, 
name calling, acting pitiful, being demanding, 
punishing us with the silent treatment, etc., 
yet only we can choose to adjust our limits. 
Setting limits is about self-protection. Taking 
responsibility by caring for yourself, without 
allowing others to trespass, builds personal 
value and self-respect. 

Maintaining your boundaries means that 
you value yourself, your needs, and your 
feelings more than the thoughts and opinions 
of others. This is not about creating or turning 
everyone into narcissists. We do care about 
others as well, however, it’s imperative to 
know oneself well enough fi rst in order to be 
able to share yourself with another. Rather than 
thinking, “I’m being rude and selfi sh,” recog-
nize that it simply means that you are being 
fair and honest with them while maintaining 
your peace, dignity, and self-respect. Think 
about what you’re creating with a strong sense 
of self-awareness rather than selfi shness. When 
a person has crossed your boundary line, 
ignoring it or refusing to let them know only 
leads to resentment on your end and confusion 
on theirs. To set boundaries without enforcing 

them just gives the other person an excuse to 
continue the same old behavior.

The main way to set better boundaries 
is by practicing how to tell someone when 
they’ve crossed yours. You may fi nd your-
self telling your partner, “Coming home two 
hours later than you said is unacceptable…
in the future if you’re going to be late, you 
need to call me prior to the agreed upon 
time…” Generally, most resilient and trust-
worthy people will respond in an apprecia-
tive manner after their partner offered such 
clarity. If they get angry, it’s their choice. 
You are making yourself very clear.

Angry people and codependent people 
both have weak boundaries. They control 
themselves very poorly. This is damaging. 
Loss of boundaries, loss of control, loss of 
choice, loss of freedom, loss of self… all of 
these losses commonly occur together, and it 
creates a miserable way to live.

Many years ago, I became so stressed and 
burned out that I could barely function. I 
had fi nally reached my limit and thought I 
had nothing left. I knew I wanted to save my 
life yet I was unsure how. I felt compelled 
to seek out a competent therapist to guide 
me. Immediately I realized that I had only a 
vague idea of who I was, therefore I had no 
ability to set margins for where I began or 
ended. My boundaries were spongy, to say 
the least. I was devoid of any skills to famil-
iarize myself with who I was other than who 
others defi ned me as. I was unsure how to 
know and appreciate myself. I was scared of 
setting boundaries because the little girl in 
me was afraid of hurting other people. Hav-
ing other people be angry at me terrifi ed me. 
I was fearful of being abandoned or of los-
ing relationships. Ultimately, it came down 
to realizing that some people may indeed go 
away if I say no or if I set a boundary with 
them, yet I had to do something differently.

I had to become willing to take that risk. 
One signifi cant lesson I was to learn from Dr. 
Underwood was how to set clear boundaries 
so I would stop wearing myself out trying to 
do it all for others. That was when I started to 
live my life differently by learning to estab-
lish clear boundaries. My therapist guided me 
because I had no idea where to begin. 

I initially directed my attention inward to 
become better acquainted with myself rather 
than putting my focus on others. I nearly 
stopped the training as soon as I began because 
I heard comments such as, “you’re so selfi sh…
you were so much nicer before you started 
working on yourself…” Because I knew 
these changes were necessary, I persisted. My 
response back to those comments became, 
“please don’t take my changes personally…it’s 
about me becoming the best me as possible, 
and it’s not a refl ection on how I feel about 
you…” I now recognize that this was their way 
of letting me know (unconsciously) that they 
were scared by the changes they were witness-
ing because they were no longer able to coerce 
me into doing what they wanted. 

I do admit it was diffi cult to maintain fi rm 
boundaries when it was still a new concept, 
yet, with time and practice, it has become an 
integral part of my life. I had to decide that 
I had enough worth to stand up for myself 
even if people did go away. Some people did 
go away. Some people do still get angry at 
me when I set a boundary. 

I was also amazed to see that some of the 
people with whom I set a boundary started 

to treat me with more respect. They were 
able to hear me and valued me enough 
to change their behavior and accept my 
changes. I came to realize that some of the 
people I had been calling friends, were not 
really friends at all. Until I could learn who I 
was or how to be a friend to myself, I could 
not truly recognize friendship in others. 
Because of the effort I put into myself, I am 
a far more compassionate and authentic per-
son since then. I have genuine friends who 
respect me as well as my boundaries.

At present, my life is lived with appropriate 
boundaries for the most part. I occasionally 
replay past programming and fall back into 
old habits, yet I recognize it pretty quickly 
at this point. Now the decisions I make are 
based on my knowing that I deserve to be 
treated well by myself and by others.

Signs of unhealthy boundaries
• Going against personal values or rights in 

order to please others
• Giving as much as you can for the sake of 

giving
• Taking as much as you can for the sake of 

taking
• Letting others defi ne you
• Expecting others to fi ll your needs 
• Feeling bad or guilty when you say no
• Not speaking up when you are treated poorly
• Falling apart so someone can take care of you
• Falling “in love” with someone you barely 

know or who reaches out to you
• Accepting advances, touching and sex that 

you want to avoid
• Touching a person without asking

Do you recognize yourself? What sort of 
boundaries to you exhibit?

Are you prepared to live a life that is more 
authentic and self-supportive or continue down 
the path of the worn-out, defective habit? 

To reiterate, the purpose of having bound-
aries is to protect and take care of ourselves. 
We need to be able to tell other people when 
they are acting in ways that are unacceptable 
to us. A fi rst step is starting to know that we 
have a right to protect and defend ourselves. 
Not only do we have the right, but the duty, 
to take responsibility for how we allow oth-
ers to treat us. We also have a responsibility 
for how we treat others.

In the next segment of the article, we will 
explore methods which help create healthy 
boundaries.

Barbara Pickholz-Weiner, RN, BSN, 
CACIII, MAC, EMDRII is the program 
director of Journeys Counseling Center, Inc. 
At Journeys we teach you tools, skills and 
help you discover resources to live the most 
effective life possible. We guide, support 
and coach you along the path you desire, 
to become the best version of yourself. To 
contact Barbara, call 719-687-6927 (offi ce) 
or 719-510-1268 (cell).

Life-Enhancing Journeys
Boundaries: Is there a problem with mine (or do I even have any)?
by Barbara Pickholz-Weiner, RN, BSN, CACIII, MAC, EMDRII

Maintaining your 
boundaries means 
that you value 
yourself, your needs, 
and your feelings 
more than the 
thoughts and opinions 
of others. 

This month’s cover photo is of Old Glory 
fl ying high over purple mountains majesty 

at the post offi ce in Nathrop, CO; one of many 
post offi ces that allow our box on premises 
for customer convenience. We can see Mount 
Princeton in the background. Her beautiful 
spines are strong and curved from having to 
endure changes over the centuries. Jeff thought 
it would be perfect for July because we 
celebrate our country’s founding. Democracy 
is fragile and should not be taken for granted, 
we need to be vigilant to protect the land of the 
people, by the people and for the people.

If you would like to meet some phenom-
enal people from Ute country, turn the pages 
and see what can happen when you live in a 
land where you have the freedom to pursue 
what happiness means to you. Truly one of 
the greatest benefi ts of being editor of this 
paper is the opportunity to see the variety of 
interests people have chosen to pursue, excel 
at and best of all, share their talents with our 
readers! It’s a real page turner.

We love to hear from you and have 
received quite a bit of feedback lately, thank 
you! Please be patient; we have many irons 
in the fi re for future issues. 

Have you taken a photo of critters inside or 
outside that you’d like to share, please send 
them to us for Critter Corner? Feel free to email 
utecountrynewspaper@gmail.com, call 719-
686-7393 or via www.utecountrynews.com.

Thank you,
— Kathy & Jeff Hansen
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Individual Retirement Accounts (IRAs) are 
quite popular. At the end of 2017, investors 

owned nearly $9 trillion in IRA assets, ac-
cording to the Investment Company Insti-
tute, a trade association of U.S. investment 
companies. Given these numbers, it probably 
wouldn’t be surprising if you inherited an IRA 
someday. But what should you do with it?

First of all, you’ll need to be aware of some 
basic rules. If your parent, or anyone other 
than your spouse, leaves you a traditional 
IRA — one in which contributions are typi-
cally tax-deductible and earnings can grow 
tax-deferred — you can transfer the money 
into an “inherited IRA,” from which you’ll 
need to take at least a minimum amount of 
money — technically called a “distribution” 
— each year, based on your life expectancy. 
These distributions are taxable at your regular 
income tax rate. If you’ve inherited a Roth 
IRA, you also must take these minimum pay-
outs, but the amounts won’t count as taxable 
income, because your parents, or whoever 
left you the IRA, already paid taxes on the 
contributions that went into it. (To make sure 
you fully understand all the guidelines on 
distributions and taxation of inherited IRAs, 
consult with your tax advisor.)

It’s also important to understand how 
your inherited IRA will fi t in to your overall 
fi nancial strategy. Consequently, you’ll need 
to address these questions:

How much should I take out each year?
As mentioned above, you must take a dis-

tribution of at least a minimum amount from 
your inherited IRA each year — if you don’t, 
you may be subject to a 50% penalty on the 
amount you should have taken, but you can 
take out more than the minimum. In deciding 
how much to take, you’ll need to evaluate a 

few factors. First, of course, is whether you 
need the extra money to help support your 
regular cash fl ow. It’s possible you have other 
pools of income from which to draw, and, in 
some cases, it may be advantageous for you 
to tap these sources fi rst. Another considera-
tion is taxes — if you’ve inherited a tradi-
tional IRA, the more you take out each year, 
the bigger your tax bill may be.

Should I keep the same investments?
Inheriting an IRA doesn’t mean you’re stuck 

with the original account owner’s investment 
choices. You can change the investments to 
align with your goals and risk tolerance, both 
of which may change over time.

How does the inherited IRA fi t in with my 
overall fi nancial strategy?

You’ll need to consider how your newly 
inherited IRA fi ts in to the “big picture” 
of your fi nancial strategy. Are you adding 
redundancies? If you keep the inherited IRA 
largely intact, how will it affect your current 
investment mix? Could the added income 
from required distributions change your 
retirement calculations or even enable you to 
retire earlier? You may want to consult with 
a fi nancial professional about these and other 
questions related to your inherited IRA. 

The person who left you an IRA worked 
hard for that money and thought enough of 
you to pass it on. Consequently, you’ll want 
to respect this inheritance — and get the 
most out of it for as long as you can.

This article was written by Edward Jones 
for use by Lee F. Taylor AAMS, Brian Wat-
kins, and Paula R. Hunt your local Edward 
Jones Financial Advisors.

Financial Focus
What should you do with an inherited IRA?

The Community Advisory Committee serves 
as the formal mechanism for the active 

participation of citizens in the planning, promo-
tion, and evaluation of activities of the Pikes 
Peak Area Council of Governments. The CAC 
is a non-technical body comprised of volunteers 
who offer a citizen’s perspective on issues such 
as transportation, the environment, economic 
development and military impact planning in 
the Pikes Peak region. The CAC also ensures 
the responsiveness and accountability of gov-
ernment, helps create better plans and activities, 
and generates support for regional cooperation. 
The PPACG serves El Paso, Fremont, Park, 
Teller and parts of Chaffee Counties.

The CAC nominates citizens-at-large, 
and member governments and community 
organizations nominate their respective 
representatives. The Board of Directors ap-
proves all nominations.

CAC members are expected to:
• Identify problems and needs within their 

respective communities that relate to 
PPACG programs

• Generate new ideas and alternatives for 
PPACG action

• Review and evaluate PPACG planning 
products and activities

• Recommend priorities for allocation of 
PPACG program funds

• Share information about PPACG pro-
grams with respective communities and 
organizations

• Advise PPACG on appropriate public 
involvement strategies and activities

• Advocate a regional perspective for 
problem-solving

• Ensure a broad-based, inclusive committee 
environment

The committee meets on the last Wednes-
day of the month at 3 p.m. CAC Terms are 
3 years and are limited to 2 terms. The CAC 
is currently seeking one at-large citizen 
representative to offer a citizen’s perspective 
on issues such as transportation, the environ-
ment, economic development, and military 
impact planning in the Pikes Peak region.

To apply, please submit a letter of interest, 
short bio and resume to Jessica McMullen, 
JMcMullen@ppacg.org by July 13th at 5 p.m.

PPACG is a voluntary association of 16 
municipal and county governments serving 
a regional community. Since 1967, PPACG 
has worked to ensure that local governments 
have a forum to discuss issues that cross 
their political boundaries, identify shared 
opportunities and challenges, and develop 
collaborative strategies for action.

Call for Applications: 
PPACG Community Advisory Committee Opening

Call for quilt entries
The Quilters above the Clouds Quilt Show is seeking interested quilters to participate in 

the 12th Annual Quilts in the Aspens Quilt Show from 9-4 p.m., Saturday, August 11 to 
be held at the Woodland Park Middle School, 600 East Kelley’s Road in Woodland Park. 
The event is $5 for adults, free for children under 12. In addition to over 140 quilts expected 
to be exhibited, there will be demonstrations, special displays, vendors and a bed turning 
with vintage quilts. The entry deadline is July 30, 2018. 

For more information about the quilt show or to download an entry form, please contact 
Betty King 541-549-0989 or quiltersabovetheclouds.org. The Quilts in the Aspens Quilt 
Show is a 501 (c)3 non-profi t organization whose mission is to educate and inspire the public 
about the art of quilting and to provide quilts free of charge to various charity groups within 
Teller County. We accomplish this through a series of annual events, most notably one of 
largest indoor guild sponsored quilt shows in Colorado.

Summer greetings gardening friends. Hope 
you and your gardens have survived and 

recovered a bit from the intense hot, dry, 
windy, and dusty month of June in the high 
country. The ‘pollen period’ wasn’t all that 
pleasant either! A couple of intermittent rains 
were life savers for many of us and when 
there’s rain there is always the chance for 
hail, and it did here at Paradise Gardens to-
ward the end of June. The poor plants took a 
beating and it was a real bummer for sure, but 
moisture is moisture and my gratitude must 
be present no matter what form it comes in. 
So, after damage patrol as well as an accept-
ance, I started the damage control, by cutting 
back the badly ragged leaves and fl owers, 
sweeping up the debris left by the stormy 
weather and ‘kept on truckin’ with the spirit 
of a persistent, optimistic plant person.

July is maintenance month for the Rocky 
Mountain gardener. It is the middle of the 
season and the time to enjoy the beauty of 
our creative efforts. Most of our planting has 
been accomplished and we begin to really 
see the fruits of our labors begin to ‘kick in’ 
and even though the hail may have set us 
back a bit, we have time to recuperate!

Deadheading your annuals as well as 
some perennial fl owerheads, especially 
columbines and Icelandic poppies, will 

keep the color coming for the balance of 
the season. As usual, watering deeply, 
madly and passionately (the best you 
can) is of utmost importance, as well 
as the mulching process to conserve 
the precious moisture.

In the greenhouse, it is time to 
add another dose of Happy 
Frog organic veggie ferti-
lizer to the tomato 
and pepper 
plants. Keep 
an eye out 
for those 
pesky 
aphids 
and start 
treating with 
Safer Soap 
right away if you 
spot any.

The deer and bunnies 
(among other critters) are eager to 
visit and devour the goodies in the garden. I 
must be devoted and diligent with the deter-
rents in order to keep them at bay.

Since this is one of our biggest challenges 
and many of you are interested in my or-
ganic concoction to help with this situation, 
I would like to share my recipe with our 
readers this month. It is as follows:

Organic animal deterrent
3 lb. coffee can of Feathermeal
3/4 cup Blood meal
3/4 cup Ground Cayenne Pepper 
(Uncle Ian’s in a bag provides both blood 

meal and cayenne combined — usually 
available at Home Depot)

1/2 cup Organic bunny & deer repellent 
(Liquid Fence is good)

Several 
slivers of Irish 

Spring Soap (op-
tional)

Mix and stir all ingredients 
together in a container that you 
can carry around with you. Use 

a medium size fl our scooper 
and dip a small amount of 
the magic mix and lightly 
dust the area and plants 
you wish to protect. It’s a 

dusting — not a dump-
ing. I usually do this 
during the evening 
hours for the night time 
invaders. The concoc-
tion is high in nitrogen, 

so it’s actually a good 
soil amendment. You will 

need to be committed to 
the process, dusting often after watering or 
rain. It’s not 100% effective, but well worth 
the effort. Wishing you the best of luck.

You can still continue to plant hardy 
perennials throughout the summer and into 
fall and they are available for purchase at 
the Outpost in Florissant and Mt. Naturals 
in Woodland Park. You may also wish to 
contact me personally at 719-748-3521 or 
e-mail at plantladyspeaks@gmail.com for 
other options on obtaining suitable and sta-
ble plantings for the area. I am also available 
for coaching and consulting.

Please stay hydrated, wear your sun-
screen, protect your eyeballs with sunglasses 
and big straw hats. Enjoy space and time 
with loved ones and do it all one day at a 
time! Happy Gardening.

Growing Ideas
Mid-summer suggestions
by Karen Anderson “The Plant Lady”

“If the only prayer 
you ever say is Thank 
You, that will be 
enough” 

— Eckhart Tolle
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Part I of Chickasaw Don – the Marlboro 
Man ran in June’s issue of Ute Country 
News on page 20.

“The Alexander Film Company, who 
produced commercials at their facility 

in north Colorado Springs, was the world’s 
largest fi lm producer at one time, made com-
mercials for movie theaters. They invited me 
to come to Chicago. They paid me $1 per 
hour. I had a strong resemblance to Bobby 
Kennedy. Men’s wear high fashion suits 
were popular at the time so I became one 
of the two main models for Hart Schaffner 
and Marx for 10 years. For fi ve days a week 
I did my modeling in Chicago but would 
come home most weekends. I also did some 
modeling in New York City but the pay 
was better in Chicago. You would have to 
audition for modeling jobs so I made sure I 
was always prepared. I always carried my 
suit and dressed just prior to the interview 
but I would not sit down in fear of wrinkling 
my attire. I fi gure I got 70% of the work of 
all the models. In fact, for one job I wore a 
white smock to portray a doctor. I worked 
as a model for 45 years. With my success 
in modeling I decided to start building the 
ranch in my native Oklahoma that I just 
described. 

“Once I became recognized as a good 
stunt man and clothing model, I needed to 
make better use of my time. Since I was 
primarily living in Ada, and there weren’t 
airports to make my travel commitments to 
Chicago, New York, Florida or Los An-
geles, I decided to take up fl ying from my 
ranch. So, I took fl ying lessons and bought 
a Cherokee 235. I fl ew into Aspen and 
Chicago a lot and realized I needed to get to 
my destinations quicker so I bought a Beech 
Bonanza, single engine with a “V” tail. I had 
only one “close” call while fl ying. As I was 
approaching Oklahoma City on my way to 
Ada, I lost power. So, I got out my trusty 
operator’s manual and began to frantically 
look for causes for the engine failure. Lo and 
behold, I forgot I had two fuel tanks and so 
I switched to the auxiliary tank, then engine 
started again and I made it back to the ranch.

“My work as a clothing model led me to 
doing commercials. I did still shot commer-
cials for Toyota, Kodak, Chevy, Ford, Dodge, 
Mutual of Omaha Insurance, etc. These com-
mercials then led me to do stunt work. I was 
a stunt driver for Chevy for 10 years doing 
mostly action shots. I gained a good reputa-
tion for stunt work which led to other stunt 
jobs with other companys promoting their 

products. My stunt work lasted for 40 years 
as I doubled for the likes of William Devane, 
Frank Sinatra, Johnny Carson, Hoss Cart-
wright and Lon Chaney. I also stunt doubled 
for some female actresses. When I was doing 
a shot for Sinatra he said, “fi nally, they get a 
good-looking guy to double for me.

“Not hardly knowing a thing about my 
birth family, led me to go back to Ada, 
Oklahoma to see what I could fi nd out about 
my roots especially about my father. On 
a second visit to Oklahoma, I visited my 
grandmother and mother to get acquainted. 
When I knocked on their door, they shut it in 
my face. My Mom was a very attractive lady 
with dark features like a Native American. 
I found out from an uncle, who I got very 
close to, that my Mom and grandmother 
were members of the Chickasaw Indian 
tribe. Through the bureau of Indian Affairs, 
I got my grandmother’s enrollment number 
and received my registration as a member 
of the tribe. I found out quite a bit about my 
Native American heritage from my Uncle. 
To this day I do all I can to serve my people 
as a member of the Board of Directors of 
One Nation Walking Together working to 
bring hope to my Native brothers and sisters 
living in hopelessness and abject poverty.

“I guess it is time to discuss my role as 
the Marlboro Man. The production of these 
commercials was done by the Alexander 
Film Company here in Colorado Springs but 
the shooting was done in Denver. The initial 
commercial was of a man’s hand holding a 
lit cigarette. Then the commercial progressed 
to the hand of the person on the pommel of a 
saddle to let the public know it was a cowboy 

smoking the product. Then the 
shots were done with the full 
fi gure of the model with a sad-
dle, then the manufacturer in 
Chicago decided to solely use 
the cowboy image thereafter. 
I was the “hand” model. The 
Marlboro Man concept became 
the world’s largest advertising 
campaign in history. I was the 
hand model and continued to 
work with the campaign as one 
of the original Marlboro men.

“While I was ranching, 
modeling and doing stunt 
work, I met someone from an 
organization which sold pre-
paid legal services. I believed 
so much in the product that I 
started selling for them on an 
ad hoc basis. It was a great 
experience and the money was 
a good source of additional 
income. I retired from the 
Screen Actors Guild, which 
I had to join because of my 
stunt work in the movies, in 
1990 but I have been with 
Legal Shield for 31 years as of 2018.

“Another experience I consider important 
in my journey of life was my membership 
in Sertoma (a service oriented charitable or-
ganization). In 1980 I was selling the fi rst of 
their kind mobile phones… big bulky things 
that cost $3,500. A customer took me to a 
Sertoma lunch and meeting and I became a 
member for 38 years serving as the district 
governor two times and international gov-

ernor once. Its mission was to provide 
speech and hearing assistance in the 
form of hearing aids to those in need.

“I would like to address a very impor-
tant aspect of my life that started when 
I was 10 days old when my step-Mom 
took me to church. This dear lady was 
a church-going, God-loving individual. 
The church she attended is the same 
church I go to on most Sunday’s to this 
day. While on ship duty in the Pacifi c, 
I always had this nagging fear that a 
Nazi U-boat’s torpedo would fi nd the 
hull of our ship and that would end my 
life. Then one day I was watching a 
Billy Graham TV special and was so 
moved that I decided I really wanted to 
be a Christian but didn’t know what that 
really meant until I received a brochure 
in the mail from a religious group in 
Ft. Worth, Texas. The brochure had a 
prayer and as I recited the words I felt 
something overcome me and felt God 
took me and I felt I was now a Chris-
tian. That conversion took place in 1981 
and from then to the present I hardly 
ever miss Sunday school and church 
services.

“When I was a spry 60-year-old, I 

was working in Arizona trying to sell insur-
ance. I decided I needed a little break and 
came back to Colorado Springs for a short 
visit. The night before I left to return to 
Arizona, I was invited by some friends to 
join them at the Broadmoor Hotel for dinner 
and a dance. Sitting across from me was 
this beautiful, bright eyed woman named 
Jane. I asked her to dance and the next day 
she came by my friend’s home where I was 
staying with some sweet rolls and asked if 
she could drive me to the airport. Two weeks 
later I called her and then came back to the 
Springs to allegedly visit my friends again 
but managed to date Jane. I was fl at broke at 
the time trying to sell the pre-paid legal so I 
took my social security early and managed 
to make a fi nancial comeback. With the 
guidance from a dear friend and well know 
artist, Herman Raymond, I bought and sold 
art and made a fi nancial recovery doing 
that sort of business. My dear wife, Jane, is 
quite the accomplished artist herself and she 
paints with oils now and she is as beautiful 
today as the fi rst day I met her.”

Well, these have been brief glimpses 
into the life of a man I admire so much. 
He dresses neat as a pin no matter what the 
occasion, whether working in his garden (as 
he is a Master Gardner also) or representing 
One Nation Walking Together at an event. I 
know him to be industrious, an entrepreneur, 
a patriot, a warrior, a leader, a role model, 
a pilot, a Native American, a humanitarian, 
religious, faithful, handsome beyond belief, 
a humorist, congenial, industrious, caring 
and sharing, spiritual, and a darn good man. 
I have been blessed to have Don Anderson 
as a role model, friend and hero.

ALL ABOARD!
Take an exciting journey into 

yesteryear on a 15 ton iron horse 
locomotive. It’s a spectacular trip  
of scenic views and rich history!
The train departs approximately every hour  
from the 1894 Midland Terminal Depot and  

gift shop located at the head of Bennett Avenue.
Make your plans now for a train ride into the 
magnificent vistas of Cripple Creek, Colorado.

Call for more info: 719-689-2640

Cripple Creek & Victor  
Narrow Gauge Railroad
520 East Carr Street,  

Cripple Creek, Colorado 80813 
cripplecreekrailroad.com

Regular prices are $15.00 for adults, 
$14.00 for Seniors and  

$10.00 for children ages 3-12.

Ticket Price Per Person

$200 OFF

COUPON
Limit 4 per coupon, no cash value. 

One Nation Walking Together
Chickasaw Don — The Marlboro Man, part II
by Urban Turzi as told by Don Anderson

IN BEAUTIFUL LA VETA COLORADO

AUGUST 3, 4, & 5
FRIDAY 5-7PM • SATURDAY 10-5PM • SUNDAY 10-4PM

HUAJATOLLA HERITAGE FESTIVAL
Honoring Hispano & Native American 
Cultures through Music, Art, Food, 

Dance, Fiber, Education & more!

Everything a Festival Should Be!

Call 719-251-1271 or email sandy@dolak.biz 
or go to www.huajatollaheritagefestival.org 

for more information

Featuring Red Feather Woman,  
Tim Nevaquaya, and Southern Ute Dancers...

and it is all FREE!

This boat picture is from a week-long shoot Don did for 
Playboy Magazine.

This pic is an advertisement for Hart, Schaffner 
and Marx clothing.
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We can’t avoid it, sum-
mer brings Noxious 

Weed Season, and here 
we are again. Even in dry 
years, non-native species 
threaten natural resources 
such as native plants, 
wildlife habitat, range-
land, and riparian areas.

Property owners are re-
quired by Colorado State 
Law to control Noxious 
Weeds on their property. 
The law enacted in 1996 
“…fi nds and declares 
that certain undesir-
able plants constitute 
a present threat to the 
continued economic 
and environmental 
value of the lands of 
the state and if present in 
any area of the state must 
be managed.” “Noxious 
weeds have become 
a threat to the natural 
resources of Colorado, 
as thousands of acres 
of crop, rangeland, and 
habitat for wildlife and 
native plant com-
munities are being 
destroyed by noxious 
weeds each year.”

Prevention, 
early detection, and 
eradication are key 
to controlling weeds. 
Prevention begins 
with recognition 
of sources of weed 
seeds, such as straw 

and mulch, 
domestic 
animals 
transport-
ing weeds 
in diges-
tive tract 
or seeds 
in fur, and 
transport 
of seeds 
from one 
location to 
another via 
vehicles or 
clothing. Early detection 
involves identifying newly 
introduced weeds before 
they spread. Eradication 
is employing appropriate 
eradication meth-

ods to prevent 
and remove in-
festations, includ-
ing preventing 
the reproductive 
potential of weed 
species in the 
area.

Some of the 
most prolifi c nox-
ious species in 
the Upper South 
Platte Watershed 
area are Canada 
thistle, musk 
thistle, scent-
less chamomile, 
yellow toadfl ax, 
common mullein, 
and varieties 
of knapweed. 

Weeds such as 
chamomile and 
toadfl ax are con-
sidered ornamental 
by some property 
owners but can be 
quite impactful to 
other properties.

Detailed informa-
tion on Noxious 
Weeds in Colo-
rado can be found at: 
https://www.colorado.
gov/pacifi c/agconser-
vation/noxiousweeds.

Weed Manage-
ment Preferences: http://www.tellerparkcd.
org/noxious-weeds.html

Since 2003, the Coalition for the Upper 
South Platte (CUSP) has implemented an 

integrated weed management approach 
that focuses 
on prevention 
and early de-
tection, man-
agement with 
eradication, 
monitoring, 
education, and 
collaboration 
with partners. 
CUSP’s pro-
gram has helped 
over 2,500 acres 
of public and pri-
vate land in the 
watershed area. 
Contact CUSP 
at 719-748-0033, 
Chris@cusp.ws 
or http://cusp.ws/
weeds.

3+b/3ba/2c/598 SF Deck/Asphalt Dr.
Lower level walkout - 2.06 private Ac 

Call for Special Offer

Scan QR Code 
to Start  

Searching Now

Christy S. Lowe, Realtor
719-660-0207

clowecolorado@gmail.com
Pikes Peak Region of Colorado

Life is a Vacation! Are YOU Living it?

COLORADO LOG HOME NEAR DIVIDE

Noxious weed season
by Coalition for the Upper South Platte
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Property owners are re-
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tive tract 
or seeds 
in fur, and 
transport 
of seeds 
from one 
location to 
another via 
vehicles or 
clothing. Early detection 
involves identifying newly 
introduced weeds before 
they spread. Eradication 
is employing appropriate 
eradication meth-

ods to prevent 

Canada ThistleCirsium arvense

• Grows 1-4 feet tall• Flowers are lavender to purple in color• Prickly leaf edges with hairy stems• Spreads by seed and creeping roots• Tilling/breaking roots propagates growth• Wear gloves, long sleeves with thistles

festations, includ-

the reproductive 
potential of weed 

most prolifi c nox-

eradication, 
monitoring, 
education, and 
collaboration 
with partners. 
CUSP’s pro-
gram has helped 
over 2,500 acres 
of public and pri-
vate land in the 
watershed area. 
Contact CUSP 
at 719-748-0033, 
Chris@cusp.ws 
or http://cusp.ws/
weeds.

Musk ThistleCarduus nutans

• Grows 4-6 feet tall• Flower heads no in the breeze• Flowers are purple to rose color up to 3 inches in diameter• Long sharp spiny leaf edges with hairless stems
• Spreads by seed, has single tap root• Bag blossom heads

the state and if present in 
any area of the state must 
be managed.” “Noxious 

potential of weed 
species in the 
area.

most prolifi c nox-
ious species in 
the Upper South 
Platte Watershed 
area are Canada 
thistle, musk 
thistle, scent-
less chamomile, 
yellow toadfl ax, 
common mullein, 
and varieties 
of knapweed. 

Scentless chamomileMatricaria 
perforate

• An escaped ornamental also known as corn chamomile
• Resembles dog fennel before blooming• Grows 1 ½-2 feet tall• Showy white fl owers• Leaves are fi nely divided into thread-like segments

• Reproduced by seed which can remain alive for years• Can cause blistering of muzzles and skin rashes in livestock

and mulch, 

clothing. Early detection 

Weeds such as 
chamomile and 
toadfl ax are con-
sidered ornamental 
by some property 
owners but can be 
quite impactful to 
other properties.

tion on Noxious 
Weeds in Colo-
rado can be found at: 
https://www.colorado.
gov/pacifi c/agconser-
vation/noxiousweeds.

Weed Manage-

Yellow Toadf laxLinaria vulgaris

• Also known as butter-and-eggs• Grows up to 2 feet tall• Creamy yellow fl owers have orange throat• Displaces desirable plants, changing wildlife patterns• Extensive root system is extremely dif-fi cult to control• Aggressively invades rangeland

Park State Bank & Trust (PSB&T) an-
nounced that Drew C. Austin was hired 

as the Construction Loan Offi cer at the bank. 
Austin, until recently, worked at Peoples 
Bank, Woodland Park, CO. As the construc-
tion loan offi cer with the PSB&T loan team, 
Austin will work with customers in Teller, 
Park and El Paso Counties primarily to 
provide specifi c loan services.

“Whether it be new construction or remod-
eling, plan review, budget assessment, or bor-
rower and project qualifi cations, all fall within 
that offi cer’s purview,” stated Tony Perry, 
President and CEO of Park State Bank & Trust.

“Drew’s responsibilities will fi rst start with 
the initial contact with an interested cus-
tomer. The next number of steps will involve 
everything from a standard loan application, 
gathering pertinent fi nancial information and 
on to the plans and specifi cations including 
appraisals if necessary,” explained Perry.

Austin is proud to be a part of the PSB&T 
team. “I will use all the bank’s resources, 
especially our loan team, to do our part 
ensuring the success of our customers’ con-
struction projects,” said Austin.

“We use a simple process with the policy 
to make the decision locally to determine 
if the construction proposed meets banking 
guidelines for an acceptable risk to the bank 
and the customer,” said Austin. “Normally, 
we can get the loan through the credit pro-
cess within three to fi ve business days. Then 
a couple of weeks for us to receive all the 
numbers from the builder.”

“We have very competitive construction 
loan rates,” Austin said. “Our fee structure is 
even better.”

Austin explains why out of a 30-year 

career in the banking business he focuses on 
construction lending.

“My bread and butter is this type of 
lending. I enjoy working with clients and 
builders along their journey in the building 
process, to be there when they move into 
their dream home. It makes me feel good 
inside that, somehow, I was able to assist, 
make a difference. It truly puts a smile on 
my face.” Austin said.

About Austin
After graduating from Coronado High 

School, he attended the University of Northern 
Colorado. He has a degree Business Admin-
istration. Austin has worked in the mortgage, 
bank and construction lending industry for 30 
years. Austin had lived in Colorado Springs for 
the past fi ve decades. Currently he resides in 
Woodland Park with his wife Cindy and their 
hiking pup, Bosco. Austin enjoys traveling, 
boating and a good round of golf.

If you are interested in meeting Austin 
about your dream home, or if you are a 
builder inquiring about a business construc-
tion loan, he can be reached at 719-687-
9234, or you can stop by Park State Bank & 
Trust, located at 710 U.S. Hwy 24, Wood-
land Park, CO. Austin is available during 
bank hours.

Meet Drew C. Austin 
New Construction Loan Offi cer at 
Park State Bank & Trust
by Perini & Associates

The Pikes Peak Group of the Colorado 
Mountain Club, in collaboration with 

Friends of the Peak, will be doing trail 
stewardship this year on the Putney Gulch 
section of the Ring the Peak Trail. 

Our fi rst work day is Saturday July 14. 
The work will be similar to what you may 
have noticed us doing on the Lovell Gulch 
Trail recently: improve the drainage of water 
from the trail so it does not erode ruts or 
collect into mud, also a very short re-route. 
If you can’t make it on July 14, we have 
a second workday scheduled for Saturday 
August 4. Please sign up online; email 
tom@rampartprosolutions.com if you have 
questions.

Also, the CMC will be collaborating with 
Rocky Mountain Field Institute and Friends 
of the Peak to make improvements on the 
Devils Playground Trail. We will be working 

both days on the weekend of September 
15-16, with camping overnight. RMFI will 
provide food. Please sign up for that trip 
directly on the RMFI site.

Trail Stewardship
Putney Gulch and Devil’s Playground
by Thomas Mowle

Zack is a certifi ed Therapy dog and the 
mascot for the Pet Food Pantry for Teller 

County. As their mascot, he is dedicated and 
determined to help families keep their pets at 
home when they fall on hard economic times. 

On Friday July 13th from 8-1 p.m., Zack will 
be at the Farmers Market in Woodland Park 
collecting donations and food for his feline and 
canine friends in exchange for homemade dog 
biscuits, frisbees and catnip toys. The Farmers 
Market is located at Memorial Park, 361 US-
24, Woodland Park, CO 80863. He is pictured 
with Judy Crummett, Market Manager, who 
explained to him the Park rules for dogs. Please 
stop by and give him a hug for his hard work!

Thank you for your support.
For more information, go to www.PetFood-

PantryTC.com.

Where is Zack 
this month?

456 Front Street, Fairplay CO • 719-836-7031
SaladoRestaurant.com • Info@saladorestaurant.com
Open 7 days a week from 11am to 9pm.  Reservations recommended 

Eclectic Southwest cuisine
Fresh seasonal ingredients, craft  

beers, signature cocktails  
and a variety of wines. 

 Dine in our comfortable and  
Contemporary atmosphere  

or outside in beautiful  
courtyard garden.  

Open 7 days a week from 11am to 9pm.  Reservations recommended 

Come Celebrate Fairplay’s Wonderful Summer Season

Shop Historic Front Street in Fairplay

backroombeads.com            patpocius@gmail.com

South Park Pottery & Back Room Beads

Pat Pocius

PO Box 459
417 Front St.

Fairplay Colorado 80440

719-836-2698

Colorado Mountain Hat Co
www.cmhats.com

719-836-1411

Custom Made Hats on Turn  
of the Century Equipment...  
Straws, Hat Bands & Much More!

491 Front Street
Fairplay, Co 80440
info@cmhats.com

RIMFROST
ANTIQUES

Featuring Furniture, Artwork, 
Glasswear, China, Jewelry,  

Mining Tools and Kitchen Items.
Books Old & New!Fairplay Antiques & Art

Available at

441 Front Street | Fairplay, Colorado | 719-836-4832

Your Friendly Neighborhood
Italian Restaurant

At 501 Front Street

www.Millonzis.com
501 Front Street ~ Fairplay, CO ~ 719-836-9501

517 Front Street • Fairplay, CO

970-485-0027
Hours 11am-close • Kitchen Hours 11am-9pm

719-836-3403
456 Front Street • Fairplay, CO

An Old-Fashioned Soda Fountain

The Treats  
Are Sweet  

At 10,000 Feet

An Old-Fashioned Soda FountainAn Old-Fashioned Soda Fountain

Silver Scoop 
Creamery

419 Front Street • 719-836-2040
www.coyotecreekarts.com  

patpocius@gmail.com

Coyote Creek 
Studio Arts

Call To Artists
Looking for the unique and unusual
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ANTIQUES TO ANTIQUITIES • COLLECTIBLES
PRECIOUS GEMS & GOLD NUGGETS

MAN CAVE GOODIES

Hartsel Lake 
George Florissant Divide

US Hwy 24

Teller County 1 Hwy 67Park County 96 Teller County 1 Hwy 67Park County 96

38334 HWY 24 ~ LAKE GEORGE, CO ~ 719-838-0521

MAN CAVE GOODIES

Hartsel Lake 

SUMMER HOURS: TUESDAY-SUNDAY 11AM-3:30PM • CLOSED MONDAYS

Buy, Sell, Trade • Gold Panning On Site!Buy, Sell, Trade • Gold Panning On Site!

ANTIQUES TO ANTIQUITIES • COLLECTIBLES

T
O

M

M
Y KNOCKER ANTIQUE

S

LAKE GEORGE, CO 80827

Buy, Sell, Trade • Buy, Sell, Trade • 

MMM

Buy, Sell, Trade • Buy, Sell, Trade • Buy, Sell, Trade • Buy, Sell, Trade • Buy, Sell, Trade • 

267  

SATIS
FIE

D  

CUSTOM
ERS!

 719-838-0521 719-838-0521
PHOTO/TEXT

This year’s Guffey Community Charter 
School’s senior presentation by the sole 

eighth grade graduate, Sophia Guilliani, 
was a real treat. To graduate, every eighth 
grader has to do a senior presentation. The 
presentation consists of an autobiography, 
a project, community service, a visual or 
performing art and a life skill.

The eighth graders usually start working 
on their projects in the summer; in the fall, 
they pick their support team and work on 
their project the whole school year, according 
to middle school teacher Hillevi Peterson-
Hirsch. The senior project is a culmination 
of the whole school year. Guilliani actually 
started working on her autobiography in the 
sixth grade, added Peterson-Hirsch.

About 45 people attended the presenta-
tion, including students. The community was 
also invited to attend.

Guilliani has attended the GCCS since the 
fi rst grade. Her support team consisted of a 
family member, her dad Steve; a commu-
nity member, Linda Parrish; and a school 
teacher; Lynda MacDonald.

Guilliani was born in 2004 in Colorado 
Springs. Her older sister and parents had 
moved there from Indiana. Her parents 
bought some property near Guffey and they 
started building a house there. When Guilliani 
was fi ve years old, she was home schooled 
and enrolled in the Guffey School when she 

was six. She has made good friends through-
out her school years. Her classmates are like 
family. She has learned to grow and move 
forward, she said. Mrs. MacDonald has been 
a good mentor. Guilliani would like to be-
come a marine biologist and travel the world 
experiencing new things and people.

No surprise, but Gulliani’s project was ma-
rine biology. Guilliani has always liked and 
been interested in the ocean and its creatures. 
Oceans have always called her and been a 
big part of her childhood, she said. In 2015, 
she went on a week-long trip to Jamaica and 
while there swam with the dolphins.

Oceans are vast and important, covering 
71% of the world, and we are slowly pollut-
ing them, stated Guilliani. She would like 
to focus on marine animals and taught three 
marine biology classes to Jenny Hartman’s 
K-2 grade class during the year. The fi rst 
class was on dolphins, the second class was 
on land and water pollution, and the third 
class was on species of the ocean.

There are 228,450 known species in the 
ocean which include corals, marine mammals, 
fi shes, and sea turtles/reptiles with approximate-
ly two million still not known. Guilliani hopes 
to discover some new ocean species, she said.

Guilliani might like to be a marine mam-
mal trainer, an aquarist, or an Ichthyologist, 
one who studies fi sh, sharks and rays. After 
high school she plans to take a year off 
before going out of state to college.

For her community service project, Guilliani 
collected 15 large bags of donated clothing and 
gave them to Court Appointed Special Advo-
cates (for children) in Colorado Springs. CASA 
helps abandoned and abused kids up for or al-
ready adopted. They get to shop for the donated 
clothes. Guilliani likes helping kids, she said.

For her performing art Guilliani played a 
song called Fairy Tail on her electric violin. 
Guilliani said she had had only 28 lessons in 
seven months and chose the electric violin 
because to her it had better sound that a non-
electric violin.

For her life skill, in a power point presen-
tation, Guilliani prepped and made an Italian 
stuffed Manicotti shell pasta dish and bread. 
She had actually prepared the dish before-
hand and everyone got to sample it. The cost 
to prepare the meal was $38.75, she said. 
Cooking is a good life skill to learn, and one 
can make healthy eating choices, she added. 
Guilliani had copies of the recipe available.

Senior presentation
by Flip Boettcher

I just returned from a lobby gathering in 
Washington D.C. where I was invited 

to lobby both Senator Cory Gardner’s and 
Doug Lamborn’s offi ces. I am a volunteer 
for Citizens’ Climate Lobby (CCL) whose 
main goal is to build political will for a liv-
able planet by passing legislation that will 
create a Carbon Fee and Dividend.

As expected, we met with a lot of resist-
ance but through our non-partisan approach 
I feel we are making tiny steps forward each 
time we meet with our representatives. We 
are building civil and thoughtful non-parti-
san relationships and we won’t back down 
from continuing to educate our members of 
Congress about the urgency of addressing 
climate change.

This was my second year lobbying and 
we also have a conference prior to our many 
lobby meetings which were attended by 1,400 
other volunteers. During our conference, I 
was honored to get to hear Dr. James Hansen 
speak. He was the fi rst scientist to testify 
at a legislative hearing on global warm-
ing. In 1988, Dr. Hansen told the world that 
we were entering a time of severe climate 
change and that he was 90% certain that it 
was being caused by human activity, mainly 
the use of fossil fuels. He was broadcast 
around the world and courageously held his 
ground while even his peers were trying to 
downplay the urgency of the situation. I felt I 
was watching a true hero. Everything he had 
claimed is coming to be our new reality.

Citizens’ Climate Lobby is dedicated to 
fi nding a Republican member of Congress 
who will sponsor legislation to bring about a 
Carbon Fee and Dividend. This is a process 
whereby a fee is placed on carbon at the source 
by charging the fossil fuel companies a set 
price per ton of CO2. All of the dividends 
received will be passed on to every household 
in the country in equal shares. An economic 
study of this process determined that this will 
be benefi cial to more than 70% of the people. 
The people who do not benefi t will be those 
who have a large carbon footprint. 

I also had the opportunity to listen to 
a presentation by Ted Halstead, Founder, 

President and CEO of The Climate Lead-
ership Council. This is a group of people 
including James Baker, Henry Paulson, 
George Schultz, Martin Feldstein, Thomas 
Stephenson, Gregory Manikiw and Rob 
Walton who present the conservative case 
for Carbon Fee and Dividend. This is a case 
of far-right conservatives who believe in the 
same program as Citizens’ Climate Lobby. 
Their form of Carbon Fee and Dividend is 
exactly the same with the addition of offer-
ing a reduction in regulations in the fossil 
fuel industry. Regulations have not helped to 
bring down our carbon footprint so this is an 
excellent compromise on the program.

In more than 20 countries worldwide 
where some form of carbon fee is in place 
they have reduced their carbon footprint 
while in enjoying an increase in GDP.

I urge all of you who understand the truth 
behind global warming to write to your 
members of Congress and ask them to sup-
port some form of Carbon Fee and Divi-
dend. Consider that 97% of all the world’s 
climatologists understand that global warm-
ing is real; greatly exacerbated by human 
activity; and that we are running out of time 
if we have any hope of mitigating the severe 
weather patterns that are already deeply af-
fecting the entire globe.

While I was attending the conference, 
we were told that we have to reduce our 
carbon levels by a minimum of 3% per year 
by 2021 if we hope to allow this planet to 
continue to support humanity.

See a wonderful Ted Talk on the conserva-
tive case for Carbon Fee and Dividend:

https://www.ted.com/talks/ted_
halstead_a_climate_solution_where_all_
sides_can_win

Patricia Turner is a retired Marine Re-
search Scientist and the Chapter Leader for 
Citizens’ Climate Lobby in Woodland Park 
Colorado. https://citizensclimatelobby.org/

CCL invites you to our monthly meeting 
on July 21 from 11-1 p.m. at the Woodland 
Park Library 218 E. Midland Ave. Woodland 
Park CO.

The picture is of all the Colorado Volunteers from CCL but there were 1400 volunteers total 
from every state in our country.

A conservative case for the planet
by Patricia Turner

 Adopt Me 

Hello there my name is Mr. Oakley. I am 
a sweet boy who is looking for a new 

family to call my own. I would do best to be 
the only dog in the home, as I want all the 
attention that I can get and become protec-
tive of my person. I have a heart of gold 
that I would love to share. Due to my breed 
I would love to go for long walks or runs to 
stay happy. If you are looking for a sweet ac-
tive dog, I am your guy! Please come in and 
say hi! TCRAS is at 308 Weaverville Road in Divide 719-686-7707.

This space donated by the Ute Country News to promote shelter animal adoption.

Oakley

by 
TCRAS

Obituary

Robert Melville Allan passed away at 
the age of 80 in Colorado Springs, 

CO on May 31, 2018. He was born in 
Kimball, NE, March 26, 1938 to Mel-
ville Robert Allan and Eunice (Blaksley) 
Allan who resided in Sterling, CO. 

Robert attended school and graduated 
in 1956 in New Raymer, CO. While in 
school, he met Bonnie Jean Carrigan 
and they were married in May of 1957. 
Robert made a living as a rancher and 
the happy couple were to be blessed with 
three children; Melville, Christine and 
Melisa. 

They later moved and Robert worked 
on a ranch outside of Kersey, CO, which 
then was known as “The 70 Ranch.” 
Then, he took a change of employment 
and joined the Ironworkers Local 24 out 
of Denver, CO. Robert moved his family 
to Craig, CO in 1977, where he worked 
on the fi rst Power Plant there in Craig.

Once their children had graduated 
school and were on their own, Robert 
and Bonnie traveled over the United 
States, one advantage the Ironwork-
ers provided. After an early retirement, 
Robert and Bonnie found their dream 
home just outside Florissant, CO at 
Wilson Lakes in a house overlooking 
the lake. Robert was the caretaker there 
for 28 years and kept busy with several 
different duties. 

Robert was active in the NRA and 
Elks Foundation. He also enjoyed going 
to different gun shows where he and 
Bonnie would set up tables to sell/buy 
guns. He survived Bonnie who was taken 
from us too soon in 2014. Bonnie set up 
a Kids Fishing Foundation that was held 
every year, which she and Robert were 
very active in. Robert continued funding 
and being active in the Kids Fishing 
Derby. It was Robert’s wish to continue 
funding this even after he left us and had 
set up a foundation in his will for this 
purpose. It is now known as The Bob 
and Bonnie Fishing Derby.

Robert was preceded in death by his 
wife, Bonnie Jean Allan and son Melville 
Robert Allan. Survived by daughters 
Christine Allan, Melisa Allan and sister 
Wilda Sweigard, 4 grandchildren and 12 
great-grandchildren.

Robert Melville Allan

Live in Ute Country part time but want 
the mountain living all the time?

Take us with you!
Fill out this form and mail it back to us with

your payment of $36 for your 1 year 
(13 issues!) fi rst-class subscription.

Name: ______________________________________

Address: ___________________________________

Phone: _____________________________________

Email: ______________________________________

Mail to: Ute Country News, 
PO Box 753 • Divide, CO 80814

ute country newsute country ute country ute country 
Putting the “unity” back in community
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M a s t e r  o f  C e r e m o n i e s :  B r u c e  H a y e s

GRASS IT UP • STANLEY TONES
RAGGED MOUNTAIN BAND • OUT OF NOWHERE
FRANKLIN & FRIENDS • LEVI RICHARDSON

THUNDERBIRD INN • FLORISSANT, CO • 719-748-3968

20 - 21

15th  
ANNUAL

Advanced 

Tickets On 

Sale NOW!

Friday & Saturday
    6pm                noon

Dry Camping  
Available

Please Bring 
Lawn Chairs

Outside Bar 
CASH Only

July Live Music

Wed, 4th
1pm

Horseshoe  
Tournament

Sat, 14th
2pm

Hillbilly  
Hell Cats

Fri, 27th
7pm

Strange Parade 
(Doors tribute band)

Sat, 7th
5pm

River City 
Blues

LenoreHotchkiss@gmail.com
www.LenoreHotchkiss.com
P.O. Box 526 • Woodland Park, CO 80866

35 ACRES / $445,000
Off the grid home, beautiful 
views & privacy.  

1133 W. Bison
$425,000 Enormous shop,  

national forest adjacent

206 Starlight Heights
$675,000 Luxury home in  
gated community

views & privacy.  

UNDER  

CONTRACT

Lenore
Hotchkiss

Real Estate Broker
(719) 359-1340

I fi rst met Emily Vialpando when she 
showed up at one of the free summer art 

classes I offered to neighbor kids once a 
week on Fridays. Groups of little girls would 
come and paint fl owers, hearts and fairies 
using lots and lots of glitter. Emily sat at one 
of the long tables far away from all the other 
children. Hunched over her work she hid 
behind a wall of long rebellious black hair 
that surrounded her face and her artwork. 
Whenever allowed to see her work I saw 
mountains, hills, pine trees and a river. No 
glitter in sight. There was something about 
how she connected with creating art and the 
artwork she created. She didn’t talk or so-
cialize with the other children. She was there 
to create art, and that caught my attention.

Summer break was nearly over, and at-
tendance began to dwindle down to where 
Emily was my only student. Her focus on 
art was amazing. Her focus was intense. 
She worked nonstop for hours working on 
a single painting. I watched as her work 
would evolve each time she applied a few 
brushstrokes. She was a natural, so I took 
her on as my apprentice to work in my 
studio with me.

Within weeks signs of advanced talent 
began to show. Her perspective on our world 
was fresh. Her colors were intoxicating. 
She created her own creatures, both human 
and animal with insight on bone and muscle 
structure. Her creative mind blossomed 
like spring wildfl owers jumping subject to 
subject, never getting enough. There was no 
question that I had to take this talent under 
my wing and watch her learn to fl y.

It’s been a year since Emily fi rst came to 
work in my studio and she has not stopped 
amazing others with her art. She has worked 
in watercolor, acrylic, ink, clay and has 
started her own graphic novel.

Each new piece of work expresses a fanci-

ful world of wonderment. Now, at the age 
of 14 she is the featured artist at REM art 
gallery in Cañon City for the month of July.

When I told Emily I was featuring her 
as my gallery she was excited. I thought I 
would ask her questions that people would 
like to know about her. The fi rst question I 
asked her was, “So Emily, how long have 
you been painting?” Her answer was when 
she came to my kid’s art classes behind the 
gallery last year. I thought she was joking; 
but she wasn’t. She had never painted before. 
She sketched and drew in pencil, but never 
painted. I was in total disbelief of what she 
said. I totally underestimated her talent.

In less than a year Emily has surpassed all 
my other students. Her natural understand-
ing of how art is created combined with 
her imaginative images makes you wonder 
where she will go with this talent.

Emily excels in learning texture, shading, 
values, composition, and the true meaning 
for creating art: the story.

Her plans are to continue creating art and 
exploring new mediums. Her future goal is 
to venture into the world of animation and 
computer engineering. Watch out world, 
here comes Emily!

I decided to choose Emily as this month’s 
featured artist, not because she is my appren-
tice, but because I believe young raw talent, 
like Emily’s, needs to be nurtured, supported 
and encouraged to continue to grow. See her 
work throughout July at REM Art Junction 
at710 Main Street in Cañon City. Hours are 
Monday through Saturday 10-5 p.m.

Stay creative.

Mary Shell is owner of REM art gallery 
and Picasso Art Supply. She does Art and 
Wine parties every Saturday and can be 
reached at creatingfromthesoul@yahoo.com 
or 719-371-5405.

Art Scene
Emily Vialpando at REM art gallery in July
by Mary Shell

Emily is shown here with her piece of art, titled, “Stripes”.  
It is an original design, created with water color and acrylic paints.

The Bureau of Land Management Royal 
Gorge Field Offi ce will begin imple-

menting supplementary rules for public 
lands at Guffey Gorge in Park County.

An increasing number of visitors are 
drawn to Guffey Gorge for its scenic value 
and unique, water-based recreation oppor-
tunities. Guffey Gorge is a popular location 
for picnicking, hiking and swimming.

“In recent years, the dramatic increase in 
visitor use at this site has caused a number 
of issues and concerns,” said Keith Berger, 
BLM Royal Gorge Field Manager. “The sup-
plementary rules address these issues while 
still allowing the public to enjoy the site.”

The rules were established in Decem-
ber 2017 and are intended to reduce user 
confl icts, reduce public health and safety 
concerns, and reduce impacts to natural 
resources that have resulted from signifi -
cant increases in visitation over the past 
fi ve years. The rules prohibit possessing or 
consuming alcoholic beverages, parking 
vehicles outside designated parking areas, 
playing amplifi ed music and bringing an 
animal into the area without a leash. Visitors 
will be charged a $6 per vehicle per day fee.

To learn more, visit https://go.usa.gov/
xQycv or call the Royal Gorge Field Offi ce 
at 719-269-8500.

Guffey Gorge aka Paradise Cove in 2010. 
photo by Jeff HansenBLM

By the book at Guffey Gorge

Mountain Top Cycling Club hosted its 
7th Annual Mountain Top Century 

Experience Ride Saturday June 16, 2018. 
The oldest rider was 78 and the young-
est rider was 22. It was a great event with 
cyclists coming in from Canada, UT, NM, 
TX, IL, AZ, VA and from all over the State 
of CO. One gentleman was from Bulgaria; 
he just happened to be in the United States 
and decided to join our event. (He thought 
American riders were too slow.)

Mountain Top Cycling Club would like to 
thank the Four Mile Baptist Church for al-
lowing us to use their tent and all their sup-
port. The Guffey Charter School volunteers, 
the Boy’s Scout Troop #43 from Woodland 
Park for supporting a rest stop. Friends and 
family members that helped as well. The 
Teller County Sheriff Department for their 
assistance.

We would also like to thank the Pikes 
Peak Amateur Radio Emergency Service 
Emergency Coordinator. A critical element 
of our support on Saturday was a Portable 
Repeater positioned on private property 
along the southern portion of the course. That 

repeater was funded and built by Wes Wilson, 
KOHBZ and his Wife Carol, KCODTQ. John 
Bloodgood, our Pikes Peak Amateur Radio 
Emergency Service Emergency Coordinator, 
Public Information Offi cer.

The State Highway Patrol Trooper Dean 
McClain, said the cyclists did a wonder-
ful job of obeying traffi c laws and keeping 
to the right. He was very pleased with the 
event.

Mountain Top Cycling Club is a non-
profi t organization that relies on the sup-
port of local businesses to help fund the 
event. Please visit our website http://www.
mountaintopcyclingclub.com Mountain Top 
Cycling Club to see a full list of our 2018 
Sponsors. Without these generous sponsors 
we would not be able to host this event, Bike 
the Night — July 28th or the Mountain bike 
race at Quaker Ridge. Mountain Top Cycling 
Club is hoping these two later events will 
focus on the family for ages 2-92. Med-
als will be given out and trophies 5 places 
deep for the 2-5-year-old children. For more 
information call Deborah 719-689-3435 and 
leave a message.

MTCC Experience Ride
by Deborah Maresca
photo by Dieter Heinrich
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Colorado’s best kept secret!
• Antiques
• Food
• Wine
• Beer
• Lodging
• galleries
• history
• museum
• SILVERSMITH

RIVIERA INN MOTEL
Florence, Colorado

Ample House - rooms with shared bath and kitchen 
starting at $600/month

719-369-0577

Monthly and Weekly Rates starting at $225/week

719-784-6716

136 East Front St. • Ruthie Simms

The Short Drive  
That Goes A  
Long Way!

find it in 
FLORENCE 

“the antique capitol  
of Colorado”

Antique Warehouse

Vintage & Artful Lighting 
Western Accoutrements

110 E. Main Street • Florence, CO
719.372.1016 • mvh876@gmail.com

Virginia Lindley-Brunn • Michael Brunn

Indian & Nepalese Restaurant

124 S Pikes Peak Ave 
Florence, Colorado
owlapothecary.com

719-784-7447

Organic Teas
Tinctures

Tonics & Salves
Custom Aromatherapy 

Blends
Books

Candles
Gifts & More

Custom 
Restoration

106 W. Main St • Florence, CO • 719-784-7051
@ TurmericRestaurantCo

Tues-Sat 11am-9pm • Sun 11am-7pm • Closed Mon
Lunch Buffet 11am-3pm Tue-Sun Only $10

Fresh, authentic Indian & Nepalese cuisine that is sure to please your palate!

................WORLD PREMIERE!.............

DCM GlassDCM Glass
Glass Repair & Replacement for:

 • Autos • Heavy Equipment • RVs
Chip Repair • Door Regulator Repairs

All Makes & Models

Keep Your 
Family 
Safe
A cracked  
or pitted  
windshield  
could make it  
difficult to  
see the road.

5% OFF
With this coupon • Expires 08/31/2018

719-306-2953
Serving Teller, Park & El Paso Counties

NO TRIP CHARGE!
M-F 8am-6pm, Sat by appointment

36 Years 

Experience

 Adopt Me 

Katy is a beautiful 4-year-old female cat. Katy is an 
extremely affectionate and friendly cat who is low-mainte-
nance and relaxed. All Katy wants is a family who she can 
snuggle up to. She’s got such a sweet demeanor and will 
make someone very happy. Katy is fi ne with dogs in the 
home as well. Come meet Katy today!

This space donated by the Ute Country News to promote 
shelter animal adoption.

Katy

by Ark Valley 
Humane Society

687-3900

Local Gunsmith has over 50 Years 
Experience & Great Prices

WE BEAT MAIL ORDER PRICES EVERY DAY
Send ‘em... Ship ‘em... Buy ‘em here!

102 West Midland
(across from Hungry Bear)

NRA Conceal/Carry Classes
Target & Hunting Weapons

Ammo • Accessories
Military Surplus • FFL Transfers

Tactical • Insured

When driving on Hwy 24 to Woodland 
Park, have you ever wondered where 

this road leads to or where the ever-fl owing 
water is coming from? What is the Mari-
green Pines Novitiate?

Sometime during the 1880s, Thomas Cu-
sack, founder of the largest outdoor advertis-
ing company in the U.S., vacationed in the 
Pikes Peak region. He loved the area and 
resolved to make it a part of his life. During 
his honeymoon with Mary Greene, his second 
wife, she saw a small house on the hill above 
the road near Cascade and fell in love with it. 
Cusack decided to buy Rock Haven for Mary 
as a wedding gift. He renamed the place El-
linor Cottage in honor of his lost fi rst child. 
The Cusacks eventually had fi ve children. 

Mary Greene Cusack died in July of 1922. 
The next year, Thomas fi nished construc-
tion of a 20-room home on the hill above 
Ellinor Cottage, which was named Marigreen 
Pines in Mary’s memory. Cusack personally 
monitored every detail of the construction 
traveling to Europe to fi nd furnishings and 
importing expensive and exotic materials. He 
hired Italian craftsmen and painters to com-
plete some of the decorative details. “Papa 
wanted to build a spectacular house,” recalled 
Anne Cusack Johnson in 1981. “Mother 
wanted everyone to have log cabins instead. 
After she died in 1922, the family urged him 
to go ahead with his plans because he was so 
lonely.” Today the estate is over 200 acres.

Mrs. Anne Cusack Johnson believed in the 

mission of the Ute Pass Historical Society 
and provided for its future by permitting 
UPHS to host public tours of Marigreen 
Pines with proceeds benefi ting the organiza-
tion. The UPHS gratefully acknowledges the 
ongoing support from the Congregation of 
Holy Cross in making Marigreen Pines/Holy 
Cross Novitiate available for the popular 
tours every three years. The upcoming tour 
is scheduled for July 14 and 15, 2018.

Tickets for the tour are available at the 
Ute Pass Historical Society Gift Shop, 231 
E. Henrietta Avenue in Woodland Park, 719-
686-7512. You can print off a ticket order 
form from their website: www.utepasshis-
toricalsociety.org. Get your tickets now: the 
next tour is in 2021!

Adult tickets are $25, and UPHS Patrons 
and groups of 10 or more are $20 per person.

The mission of the UPS, a nonprofi t 
501(c)3, is to preserve and protect the Ute 
Pass region’s historical heritage. To accom-
plish this mission, the society collects histor-
ical artifacts, provides educational programs 

of historical relevance, operates an area 
resource center or museum, and engages in 
other activities that will support and enhance 
historical preservation and education.

On a regular basis, there is a historical 
display at the Woodland Park Library on 
the top fl oor. The Camp Amache exhibit 
is now at the Woodland Park Library. You 
are invited to learn about events leading to 
imprisonment, the moral leadership of Colo-
rado Governor Carr, life at the camp, and 
life moving forward for the 10,000 Japanese 
Americans held there.

The annual Cemetery Crawl is being held 
again this year. Take a walk around the Wood-
land Park Cemetery on July 4th and meet some 
of the old pioneers who are resting there. Tours 
run every 15 minutes from 1 to 3 p.m. Cost is 
$5 and tickets are available at the gate.

These are 3 of 5 dresses worn by Mary Cusack that will be on display with period hats 
created by volunteers.

Featured Non-Profi t: Ute Pass Historical Society
It is more than just a museum
by Barbara Berger

The sign at the entrance to Marigreen Pines.

A spring fl ows from the property towards US 
Hwy 24.

Mark Bibb has lived in Florissant, Colorado 
for 20 years and as a loyal customer has 

had the same trash utility company for about 
that same time. One day, he noticed an ad-
ditional fee of $17 appear on his statement so he 
called the utility to see what the fee is about. 

He was told that fee appears each year as 
their way of making more money; it is how 
business is done.

Mark asked to speak to the supervisor, who 
told him the same thing. At this point, Mark 
stated his dissatisfaction in that he wasn’t get-
ting any additional service and stated he had 
been a loyal customer for 20 years, always 
paying his bill in a timely manner. Eventually, 
the supervisor agreed to dismiss the $17 fee.

Mark was elated! 
His fi rst thought was to share the good news 

with his neighbor, hoping to save his neighbor 
some money, assuming they were both paying 
the same rate of roughly $242 for three months 
of service. Mark called the neighbor and asked 
him to get his trash utility bill. 

Mark was astounded to learn his neighbor 
was paying only about $89 for the same 
three months of service.

Mark got on the phone immediately as-
serting his plea of shenanigans to the same 
supervisor he’d spoken with a few days 
prior. He was surprised to hear the supervi-
sor say, “That is how business is done. We 
can lower you to the current rate now that 
you’ve called.”

Mark didn’t stop there. Appalled that this 
was considered normal business, he contin-
ued up the chain of command and eventually 
got the number to the corporate offi ce in 
another state. 

He said Simeanna was the best customer 
service person he had ever dealt with, even 
though he was amazed that her response was 
exactly the same, “That is how business is 
done. It is our corporate policy. But because 
you called, we can bring your bill down to 
$89 going forward.”

It turns out as they spoke, Simeanna was 
willing to have him send in only $15 for 
this billing cycle and she would correct the 
amount on her end. However, because the 
due date had passed Mark was charged a late 
fee of $12.50, even though he sent the pay-
ment in a timely manner.

He found another trash utility and chose 
to switch.

Mark began to ponder if other compa-
nies have similar policies. “I called every 
company I have a bill with and told them it 
was too high, then asked what they can do to 
lower it,” he said.

Mark tends to be a loyal customer when the 
products or services are satisfactory. When it 
comes to his insurance needs, he has every-
thing bundled into one policy. While he has 
been happy with the same company, he felt 
he wasn’t getting good customer service from 
his agent. Mark decided to call the corpora-
tion and request another agent, a necessary 
step as there is a stigma against one agent 
“stealing” clients from another agent.

The new agent said, “I have a reason to 
review and requote your policies” and went 
to work. First, he listened to everything 
Mark had bundled together so he could bet-
ter understand Mark’s needs. It seems there 
had been some changes on how horse trail-
ers can be covered. Mark was elated to fi nd 

the new agent was able to save him about 
$400 per year.

This idea of asking, “How can you save 
me money?” seemed to be working. 

The next utility was his satellite television 
service. Mark was told, “I don’t have a spe-
cial offer this month, but call us back next 
month.” When he called back the following 
month, the customer service agent could not 
readily identify what Mark was referring 
to, so replied with, “Let me see if there is a 
supervisor authorized deal available.” 

After a brief hold, an opportunity to change 
to a new 2-year contract: the fi rst year would 
be half the current cost of a year (paid on a 
monthly basis) and the second year would 
be only $10 more each month. That would 
certainly save money over the current rate!

Mark also had a positive experience with 
his internet provider; his monthly cost was 
lowered by $15!

We were excited that Mark was willing to 
share his experience with us. We learned it is 
important to look closely at your bills, invoices 
and statements. Be sure to question any new 
fees. Asking the right questions in a respectful 
manner saved Mark $1,500 this year.

While we understand prices need to be raised 
as their costs increase, it seems prices are not 
always transparent and sometimes it is best to 
assertively and respectfully ask questions. 

Please keep in mind the person you are talk-
ing to may not have the authority or leeway to 
adjust prices but likely knows the best person 
to connect you to. As Mom used to say, you 
can catch more fl ies with honey than vinegar. 
Stating your words with a positive vibe is a 
great way to set the tone of the fi nal outcome.

Many companies also encourage automat-
ic withdrawals directly from your bank ac-
count. Before you agree to such an arrange-
ment consider how easy it is to talk to a 
person. Especially with web-based products, 
it can be diffi cult to speak to a human when 
an unintended charge has been added to your 
account. If you fi nd your repeated requests 
to cancel the service yield no response, 
closing the bank account the payments come 
from could be your only course of action.

Remember one of the protections a credit 
card offers is opportunity to dispute charges 
within 30 days of the statement. 

Be sure to review all bank and credit card 
statements when you receive them in the 
event you fi nd a charge you did not author-
ize. Call customer service to report any 
unauthorized charges immediately. They are 
invested in helping to resolve the issue.

If you believe you have been a victim of 
fraud please contact Colorado’s Offi ce of 
the Attorney General, Consumer Protection 
Section via phone 1-800-222-4444 or via 
website: https://www.stopfraudcolorado.gov/
report-fraud.

Fees
Calling to question 
by Kathy Hansen

WOODLAND COUNTRY LODGE

730 Country Drive, Woodland Park, CO 
For more info call  (719) 687-6277
www.woodlandcountrylodge.com

Serving Food 7-10pm  DailyServing Food 7-10pm  Daily

Book your Party Today. 
Call 719-687-6277

4 .........................................OAKLEY
5 ....................................CARI DELL
6 ........................6 STRING DAVE
7 .....CRAZY TONY'S KARAOKE
11 ........................RICH CURRIER
12 ....................ARCHTOP EDDY

13 ........................TRICIA PARISH
14 ......CRAZY TONY'S KARAOKE
18 ......................................OAKLEY
19 .................................CARI DELL
20 .........................................HOWIE
21 ......CRAZY TONY'S KARAOKE

25 ..........................BRIAN GRACE  
                   & JC PRINGLE
26 .....................6 STRING DAVE
27 ........................TRICIA PARISH
28 ......CRAZY TONY'S KARAOKE

July Entertainment Schedule 7-10 p.m.

Happy Hour Everyday from 3pm-5pm
Special: $1 OFF Beer, Well, and Wine Beverages

730 Country Drive, Woodland Park, CO 

STAR IN THE BAR!Every time you sing, we put your  name in the hat for Lodge  Pub Gift Certificate.  Drawing Every Saturday  7-11 PM!! 
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Road to Riches – part II: Where is Kester? 
was printed on page 3 of our June issue.

With the rise of the townsite of Guffey 
in the late 1890s, the small hamlets of 

Currant Creek and Kester rapidly declined.
Shortly after gold was found in Cripple 

Creek in 1890, prospectors and settlers head-
ed farther west along the old Ute Indian trail 
up West Fourmile Creek (originally known 
as West Oil Creek), over the lower slopes on 
Thirtynine Mile Mountain and down to the 
Currant Creek Wagon Road. Since the geol-
ogy in the area was similar to that of Cripple 
Creek, some stayed to prospect and settle.

The townsite of Alhambra sprang up on 
the slopes of Thirtynine Mile Mountain, was 
platted in 1895, and some mining was done 
before it declined to a ghost town.

After gold was found along Spring Creek 
in Freshwater Gulch, a small mining camp 
was established. Commonly known as 
Freshwater until the post office was estab-
lished in 1895 and the name was changed to 
Idaville because of a duplicate Freshwater 
post office already established in California. 
The town was briefly named Idaville, for Ida 
E. McKelvy Wagner who had several min-
ing claims on Gold Hill. In 1896 the name 
was changed to Guffey, after James McClurg 
Guffey, a wealthy businessman who had in-
terests in the Freshwater Mining District and 
donated some funds for town road improve-
ments. It seems perhaps, “Idaville was a bit 
to refined for a mining camp and Freshwater 
did not promote the saloon business,” from 
A Guffey Timeline by Betty Royse.

Guffey was platted in January, 1896 by 
Will C. Teller and in November of that 
year, Gustave Cohen received a United 
States Land Patent as “trustee for the use 
and benefit of occupants and inhabitants of 
the Townsite of Freshwater according to 
their respective interests,” for 110 acres at 
$1.25 per acre for a total purchase price of 
$137.50.

The first recorded sale of buildings was 
in August, 1896 by Gus Cohen to his father 
Sam, who had a store in Fairplay. The first 
recorded sale of lots was January 6, 1897, for 
lots 9 and 10 in block 42 to an H.L. Fuller.

Guffey quickly became the economic 
center of the Freshwater, Black Mountain, 
Alhambra and Red Ruth Mining districts, 
as well as for the surrounding ranchers. 
The town swelled to about 500 people with 
saloons, restaurants, hotels, stores, hardware 
stores, and mercantile stores.

There were great plans for Guffey. From 
a Colorado Weekly Chieftain article on April 
18, 1895, Messars. Baxter et al, who are 
leasing the Scott Ranch on the south end 
of Freshwater, expect to plat the townsite 
of Scottsville within the next 30 days. The 
townsite was to start on the south end of 
Freshwater and continue a mile farther south 
down the Freshwater Gulch to the horseshoe 
curve on the Current Creek Wagon Road 
(CCWR) (MM 20).

On the north side of Freshwater, the 
townsite of Clarksville was platted a year 
later on April 18, 1896, on Gold Hill. 
According to the chieftain article, “With 
Clarksville on the north and Scottsville on 

the south we will be nearly as well 
provided for suburbs as Chicago.” 
Nothing ever became of Clarksville 
or Scottsville.

The Scott Ranch was originally 
homesteaded in 1885 by Sikka A. 
Scott who was born in Norway in 
1818 and died in 1893 and is buried 
in Cañon City. Sikka Scott married 
Abraham Collinson, who was born 
in Norway in 1812, and both appar-
ently immigrated to Rhode Island 
in 1837, where Abe Collinson 
later died in 1882. The couple had 
two daughters, Martha and Olivia 
Matilda.

Sometime between 1850 and 
1860, Sikka left Abe Collinson 
and went to Wisconsin with an 
Abraham Scott, born in Norway in 
1827-1904, a much younger man, 
and is shown there with Martha 
and Matilda Collinson in the 1860 
census. No record of a marriage has been 
found yet.

The 1870 census shows Sikka, Abe Scott, 
and Martha and Matilda Scott living in Park 
County. Perhaps Abe Scott adopted the two 
girls.

The 1880 census has Sikka and Abe Scott 
living in South Park with John T. Whisler, 
an early area homesteader, Matilda Collin-
son-Scott-Whisler and their four-year-old 
son Oscar Whisler had the 1885 homestead 
adjoining the Scott homestead, which ran 
along Currant Creek and the CCWR at the 
horseshoe curve.

Strangely enough, like her mother Sikka, 
Matilda married a William Henry Scott in 
Cañon City in January, 1875 and the couple 
had baby Oscar in November of that year.

In February, 1877, Matilda again weds a Mr. 
John T. Whisler in Fairplay. Baby Oscar sadly 
died in December, 1881 at six years of age.

Sikka died in 1893 and by 1895 the Scott 
Ranch was leased out. There is nothing to 
be seen at these sites today except the faint 
track of the old CCWR coming up the west 
side of Currant Creek.

Going north, the CCWR followed along 
the creek to Currant Creek Pass and then on 
to South Park. All along the wagon road, the 
homesteads were taken up by the early area 
pioneers. The original county plat atlas lists 
the homesteads along the creek going north 

to the pass. Pete Allstrum’s 1882 homestead 
was the site of the unfortunate murder of 
Horace Voss by Allstrum in 1884 and later 
the site of the Dell-Douglas Roadhouse. 
Andrew Johnson’s homestead in 1891 seems 
a little late. Perhaps William A. Littleton, 
who lived almost 30 years on the South 

Park Road, lived there. There is 
a house listed on the homestead 
on the 1879 General Land Office 
survey map. The Kester post of-
fice was at Littleton’s in 1884.

Continuing north is the Olaf 
Davis homestead, 1885, and the 
Benjamin Reuben Dell family 
with two homesteads, 1885 and 
1889, 320 acres. Longtime local 
resident Pat Ownbey calls this 
area the Dell Flats.

Captain William Bainbridge 
White, 1882, had the freight stop 
and Kester post office in 1877. 
Next is Job Kester Sweet, 1882, 
where the post office first started. 
The Sweet place was purchased 
by W.R. Smith sometime in 1882.

After Sweet’s place come 
several homesteads of the Bender 
and Hammond families: Henry 
H. Hammond, 1897, John Bend-
er, 1882; Hannah Hammond, 
1881; and Martin Bender, 1901.

At the head of Currant Creek, 
just before the pass, was the 
homestead of William Harrison 
Beery, 1890, and his JI Ranch. 
William Beery’s grandfather, 
Nicholas Beery, was born in 
Switzerland in 1707 and im-
migrated to the United States in 
1727, settling in Virginia.

William Beery’s father, John, 
1816-1896, migrated west to Ohio where 
William was born in 1837. By 1850, the 
Beery family was in Missouri. The 1860 
census lists William, 21 years old, still liv-
ing with the family. According to William 
Beery’s own account, he worked on the fam-
ily farm until 1860 when he took a wagon 
to Summit County, Colorado and pursued 
mining for a year. Beery carried the mail 
from Hamilton to Bridgeport to Lincoln City 
to Parkville and Delaware City, old min-
ing camps, for four months on snow shoes 
and by wagon. Beery was an IRS revenue 
collector for nine years in Summit and Lake 
Counties. Beery was Park County treasurer 
for six years and a Wells Fargo agent in Fair-
play, possibly in 1870 when he ran a weekly 
stage from Fairplay to Cañon City along the 
CCWR. Sometime in there he had a little 
trouble with some mail fraud.

Beery was also an agent on the Kansas 
Pacific railroad from Fairplay to Denver and 
a census enumerator for Park, Summit and 
Lake Counties in early 1870. Later, he said, 
he was in cattle.

In September, 1864 Beery was enlisted 

and was mustered into the Colorado 3rd 
Cavalry, Company K, as a private. Beery 
was discharged on December 31, 1864. 
The Colorado 3rd Cavalry was called the 
“Bloody 3rd” because they were part of the 
Sand Creek Massacre on November 29, 
1864. Apparently Beery participated in the 
massacre as well.

In 1867 William Beery married Mary 
Julia Castello, of Florissant, and the couple 
had possibly seven children, at least three 
died early. James C., their first son, born 
1870, died September 1, 1881 at 11 years 
old of diphtheria. One week later Julia A, 6 
years old, died of Cerebral Spinal Meningi-
tis. Both children are buried in the Currant 
Creek Pioneer Cemetery which was located 
on William B. White’s homestead.

In an April 27, 1882 Flume article Joshua, 
Ira, Ed, and Parker Mulock, early ranchers 
on Badger Creek south of Hartsel, had been 
snowbound for 48 hours while trying to cross 
from their ranch east to Currant Creek At the 
head of Currant Creek they came to Wil-
liam Beery’s ranch. They said of Beery, “Mr. 
Beery is modest in his desires and only occu-
pies about 10,000 acres of the public domain, 
his fence being run so as to enclose the entire 
northwest slope of 39-Mile Mountain.” This 
is in addition to the 160 acre homestead.

By 1900, Beery is in Cripple Creek with 
Mary. Shortly before he died in 1909, Beery 
wrote, “Blind by cataracts. Hope to have 
removed.” No further mention is made. His 
Mary died February 12, 1909. Beery is bur-
ied in Cripple Creek at Mt. Pisgah Cemetery.

With no major gold strikes or any other 
valuable finds in the area, Guffey declined, 
but didn’t die. Guffey continued to supply 
the surrounding ranches and was host to 
the South Park Cattle Growers Associa-
tion through the early 20th century. Popular 
dances were held at the Town Hall; the town 
hosted quite a 4th of July celebration every 
year; there was voting at the Town Hall; and 
rodeos were held. In 1910, the town popula-
tion was 150 and there were three businesses 
listed in the Colorado Business Directory 
in Guffey: Gus Cohen’s General Store, the 
Townsend Hotel and the Frederick Hotel.

After World War I, according to long time 
Guffey resident Charlie Dell, there were 
only 12 people left in Guffey plus one store, 
a livery stable and the city hall. In 1918 the 
Guffey School was built.

According to the old Rowe map, in 1915 
the old CCWR changed its route once again. 
In 1915-1916, with convict labor, present 
day Colorado Highway 9 veers right, away 
from Currant Creek at MM 13.5, continues 
up through Mack Gulch past the old Frank 
Rowe ranch, and joins the old CCWR at 
MM 20. The only item of interest along this 
stretch is the access to Warmer (Womack) 
Gulch and the old CCWR along the Currant 
Creek section on BLM land.

— End of series —

Road to Riches – part III
Guffey Crossroads
by Flip Boettcher
photos by Flip Boettcher

The town rodeo July 4, 1918. The buildings left to right are the City Hall, still here, the teacherage, still 
here, an unknown building, not here, Bill Soux’ antique store, still here, and another unknown building, 

not here. The school is down and to the left, not in the pic.
Picture of a picture in the Guffey Heritage Day calendar.

Headstone of James C. Beery, son of William Beery, 
in the Currant Creek Pioneer Cemetery. He died of 

diphtheria at 11 years of age.

“With Clarksville 
on the north and 
Scottsville on the 
south we will be 
nearly as well 
provided for suburbs 
as Chicago.” 

— Colorado Weekly Chieftain,  
April 18, 1895
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Have a cute critter? Send us your favorite 
critter photos and we’ll feature them here 

in the Critter Corner! Indoor or outdoor pets 
or wild critters are what we’re looking for. We 
will not accept any photos depicting cruelty or 

harming animals in any way. Email your critters 
to utecountrynewspaper@gmail.com. Be 

sure to include the critter’s name 
as well as your name.

“Back off...this is MY puzzle!” 
Ormandy — Gail Duesler, 

Divide, CO

Early morning visitor — Joe & 
Debbie Hawkins, Divide, CO

Critter 
Corner 

Auto Body and Paint Repair • Insurance Claim Estimates

178 Weaverville Rd., Divide

(719) 687-7683

WE DO IT ALL!

FREE 

Estim
ates!FREE 

Estim
ates!

Hundreds of Satisified Customers
Boat Repairing & Refinishing

Plastic & Fiberglass Repair
RV Body & Frame Repair
All Insurance Companies

All Types of Painting
Hail Damage Repair
Auto Glass Service

42 Years of 
Quality Work!Quality Work!

Collision Center
Divide

The Thymekeeper

Private classes available.

Mari Marques
1870 CR 31 • Florissant

719-439-7303
mugsyspad@aol.com

thethymekeeper.com

Herbs & Oils • Folk Remedies

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!
Hours: 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

The place to find  
unusual  items
f Antiquesf Furnituref Home and cabin décorf Gift shopf Rocks and crystalsf Lotion Candlesf Try your skill at the 

new ol’ time  
shooting gallery

Always something New

2651 Hwy 24 • Florissant, CO
719-641-6404

twincreektradingco@gmail.com

Jaynee sat at her desk, going over her con-
versation with Sam in her mind. He’d made 
it clear that because she couldn’t guarantee 

him personhood if he were to be rebuilt, then 
he wanted to be terminated completely, includ-
ing all backups of his consciousness.

“Start fresh,” he’d said. “If anyone can do it, 
it’s you.”

She closed her eyes, pressing her fi st to her 
mouth. She promised she’d keep fi ghting for 
personhood for him, but who knew how long it 
would take.

Someone tapped on her glass offi ce door. It 
was Becki. She cautiously poked her head in.

“Ma’am, the feds are here for questioning 
and evidence collection.”

Jaynee shook her head with resignation, 
opening her eyes. The investigation involving 
her and the general had already been exhaust-
ing. She just wanted it to be over already so 
she could move on. Today was about verifying 
her statement and collecting the evidence she 
had against the general.

“Send them in,” she said, standing and mov-
ing away from her desk so they could get at 
her computer.

The general hadn’t been subtle about his 
criminal activities, most likely because he 
thought his status would protect him, so Jaynee 
was sure it would all be over for him soon.

They came in like a fl ock of crows and be-
gan picking everything apart. Two agents ques-
tioned her while her computer was examined.

Periodically, Jaynee would glance out at 
Becki, who was watching from outside the 
offi ce. The worry on her face said it all. She’d 
been instrumental in helping Jaynee create her 
AI software, and now it was exposed to outside 
eyes like a cadaver in medical school.

Boxes of fi les and hard drives were carried 
out until Jaynee’s offi ce was a shadow of its 
former self. The bareness made Jaynee uncom-
fortable in her own skin.

The two women shared a look through the 
glass wall as the last agent walked out. Jaynee 
was the fi rst to move. She walked out to Becki 
and hugged her.

“You still have a job with me. We have to 
start again and keep expanding our work.”

Becki squeezed her tight. “Thank you.” She 
sniffl ed. “I miss Sam.”

“Me too. But, ultimately, we have to honor 
his wishes for real now and go on without 
him.”

Becki stepped back. “But weren’t you guys 
about to become an item?”

Jaynee nodded sadly. “We both wanted it, 
but because I couldn’t promise him person-
hood, it would’ve been unfair to keep him in a 
world that wouldn’t see him as equal, or even 
as a person.” She sighed, glancing at the va-
cant charging station. “We had a long, honest 
talk about it.”

Becki put a hand on Jaynee’s arm. “You did 
the right thing. It was a hard thing to do, yes, 
but the right thing in the end.”

Jaynee sighed, running her fi ngers through 
her hair. “I don’t know. I’m still confl icted.”

Becki nodded. “I understand, but it 
would’ve been cruel, as you said, to bring him 
back without guaranteed protection, especially 
with what happened.”

“Yeah. Yeah, you’re right. And so was he.” 
She forced herself to stand tall. “Starting 
fresh.”

The glow from the screen illuminated 
Jaynee and the living room wall behind 
her. Notepads, binders, and books were 

spread around her laptop. She’d chosen 
to work at home because the offi ce no 
longer felt like a safe, comfortable place 
to be. Concentrating had been impossible. 
Plus, the books she’d wanted to use were 
in her home offi ce. Since she was start-
ing at the beginning, she’d gone back to 
basics and pulled up everything she could 
on the great Alan Turing. He had built a 
general computing machine, the Bombe, 
which had decrypted the Nazi’s Enigma 
code and thus helped end World War II. 

Because of his machine, thousands of lives had 
been saved. Turing was a hero but was consid-
ered a criminal by the British government in 
the 1950s. His so-called crime?

Being gay.
At the time, it was called “gross indecency” 

by the government. In 1952, he was given the 
choice of prison or chemical castration. He 
chose the latter. He died in 1954 at the age of 
41 years old from cyanide poisoning. His death 
was said to be a suicide, but it’s noted that the 
evidence is consistent with accidental poison-
ing.

Every time Jaynee read about how he was 
treated, her blood boiled. No one, robot or hu-
man, should ever go through what he did. She 
took a moment before continuing on with her 
research.

Turing had pioneered the idea of AI, and that 
brought about what’s known as the Turing test. 
Simply put, a third party questions a human 
and a computer through text messages, and if 
the third party can’t tell which is the computer 
and which is the human, the computer has 
passed the Turing test. Until recently, the test 
hadn’t been solved since 1952.

In May 2018, Google revealed a tool for 
making telephone appointments called Google 
Duplex. Duplex is said to have passed the Tu-
ring test. Actual phone conversations between 
humans and Duplex were demonstrated. The 
humans answering the phone had no idea they 
were talking with a computer, and that’s be-
cause it understands the nuances of conversa-
tion, and includes pauses and thinking sounds, 
such as “um.”

Jaynee still marveled at this. For her, this 
had happened decades ago, but it was still 
inspirational to her. It’s what had inspired her 
to create Sam. She tapped her pen against the 
binder. An idea was forming, and it seemed 
like the perfect continuation of her work. 
Before, she’d created a robot just to be an as-
sistant, and then created another robot to be a 
perfect romantic companion. Now, she needed 
to invent a robot who could be a person, and 
at the same time, introduce legislation for 
personhood. Ultimately, her life goal was to 
make a new version of Sam. She looked up at 
the fl owers on her kitchen counter that Sam 
had given her on their date. So far, only one 
had started to wilt. A thought crossed her mind 
that maybe that one had been connected to 
Sam, and once he’d gone, it quickly followed 
suit. She maintained that Sam had a soul and 
was somewhere in the afterlife right at that 
moment. 

The screensaver activated on her laptop be-
cause she’d stared at the fl owers for too long. 
She brought it out of standby mode and typed 
up her notes in an e-mail to Becki. She had 
a plan now, and she wanted to get started 
as soon as possible. After sending the 
e-mail, she closed her laptop and the 
books around it, stacking everything 
neatly. It took her a minute to decide 
what she wanted to do, but then she 
pulled on her coat and headed to 
the downtown area. 
It wasn’t long 
before 
she 
was 

standing outside of the restaurant Sam and she 
had gone to on their date. She just felt com-
pelled to be near him in any way possible. But, 
as she was about to go inside, a commotion 
from the alley beside the restaurant caught her 
attention. It sounded like heavy metal things 
were being tossed around. When she poked her 
head around the corner, she saw a couple guys 
heaving dismembered robot into the dumpster, 
and they were complaining loudly about how 
the piece of garbage had short-circuited on 
them without warning.

“What a waste of time and money,” the big-
ger one bemoaned.

“This was your stupid idea. Remember that. 
Now we’re out 20 grand.”

“Well, this is the last time we get a hand-
me-down bot. It’d already been refurbished 
once, and I should’ve known not to trust that 
military-looking dude.”

“Yeah, you should’ve known.”
The big guy tossed in a leg and motioned for 

his buddy to follow him.
Once they had disappeared into the back 

entrance of another business, Jaynee ducked 
into the alley and made her way to the dump-
ster. She climbed on top of a plastic carton 
and peered into the smelly pile. The robot did 
have a military appearance about it, and she 
wondered if the guy had been referring to the 
general. It wouldn’t have surprised her in the 
least if he was selling old military robots to 
civilians on the side. She put a call in to Becki, 
and hours later, the discarded robot was spread 
out on her worktable in her lab. It was missing 
a few pieces, but Jaynee felt confi dent that 
they could either fi nd new ones or go ahead 
without them.

“Becki, the fi rst thing we need to do is look 
up its serial number and see if it did come from 
the general’s military base.”

Becki looked at her skeptically. “Should we 
even be doing any of this?”

Jaynee shrugged. “I doubt we’re in violation 
of any laws, but I think he is for selling former 
military equipment that could potentially end 
up in the hands of our enemies and destroy us 
all. Plus, this robot is the perfect candidate for 
getting a revamped life. Honestly, this robot 
should’ve been given to us since our fi elds are 
related.”

The skeptical expression hadn’t disappeared 
from Becki’s face.

“Becki, it’s okay. If we are somehow in the 
wrong, I’ll take the blame. It’s my company, 
my responsibility. But before we do anything, 
we have to document all of our fi ndings in case 
it helps incriminate the general.”

Finally, Becki nodded in agreement, and 
they were able to get to work. It was fortu-
nate that Becki was great at documentation 
and organization. A few hours later, Jaynee 
was making a call to one of the agents that 
had questioned her to let him know what 
she’d found. Within another hour, the evi-
dence was being picked up and taken away 
to the appropriate offi ces. Once the door shut 
behind the last agent, Becki let out a sigh of 
relief.

“This job wasn’t supposed to be this stress-
ful,” she joked.

Jaynee laughed. “Agreed. You’re so right. 
Let’s put on some music and get started.”

Becki obliged by cranking up some heavy 
metal.

For seven long, grueling months, they 
worked hard on revamping the robot, and on 
top of that, Jaynee started campaigning for 
personhood for robots. At the end of seven 
months, it was anticipated that legislation 
would pass in Jaynee’s favor within another 
fi ve months. Then, at the end of 12 months, 
the vote took place.

Jaynee walked into the lab, everything 
about her body language screaming devasta-
tion and defeat.

Becki looked up from her workstation. 
“Uh oh. It didn’t pass?”

Jaynee shook her head. “It didn’t. Turns 
out, the general had wormed his way in and 
persuaded those offi cials who were on the 
fence to vote against us.”

“Wasn’t he in prison? I thought he’d been 
convicted within a few months of the begin-
ning of the investigation.”

Jaynee sighed heavily and slumped down 
into a chair. “He was. But he got released 
because of his status and privilege. They 
claimed it was for good behavior, but we all 
know the real reason.”

“So, now what?” Becki asked after a few 
moments of silence.

“We try again. I will not stop until all 
robots have personhood. I’m going to do this 
for Sam.”

“Well, that’s encouraging, because I have 
good news. Come look at this.” She mo-
tioned for Jaynee to come beside her.

Jaynee got up and went around the table, 
leaning down to look at Becki’s laptop. There 
were waves bouncing across the screen. 
“What is that?”

“Brainwaves,” 

Becki replied.
“From who?”
Becki smirked and pointed at the robot ly-

ing on the table before them. 
“Oh my god, Becki. Did we do it?”
Her smirk transformed into the biggest 

grin. “We did. We have a living robot person 
on the table here.”

“Alright, let’s wake it up.”
Becki nodded and tapped a key on the 

laptop. The robot’s eyes opened and then it 
sat up, looking around in a bit of confusion. 
It then focused on the two women. 

Jaynee took a seat beside Becki to appear 
less threatening. “Hello. I’m Jaynee, and this 
is Becki,” she said, gesturing to her friend. 
“What’s your name?”

The robot looked between them, process-
ing her question. “Amelia,” she answered. 
“Amelia Sam.”

The two women glanced at each other. 
What a strange choice for a last name.

“Pleased to meet you, Amelia,” Becki 
spoke up. “How are you feeling?”

“Feeling?” It was obvious the word was 
strange for Amelia to say. “I’m feeling fi ne 
and nervous.”

“Why nervous?”
“Because the last thing I remember is be-

ing tossed into a dumpster by two men.”
Jaynee’s jaw hit the fl oor. This was as-

tounding to her that the memories were still 
intact. 

“Where am I?” Amelia asked, her eyes 
roaming around the lab. 

“You’re in my lab, where I work on pro-
jects.”

“I’m a project?”
Jaynee mulled over her question a moment, 

trying to fi nd the appropriate response. “Yes, 
but now you’re a person.”

“Person? I am you? Like you?”
Both women nodded. Jaynee was about 

to say something more when her phone 
rang. She excused herself and answered it 
outside of the lab. It was the lawyer who’d 
been working with her on the personhood 
legislation.

“Good news, Jaynee. The offi cials decided 

to vote again after they learned more about 
the general’s character. They unanimously 
voted in your favor. Personhood has offi cially 
been granted to robots!”

Jaynee couldn’t fi nd her words for a 
minute. “You’re not messing with me, are 
you?” she fi nally stammered. 

“No. This is 100% real.”
“Great, draw me up some personhood 

forms, because we have a new addition 
named Amelia.”

“You got it!”
They hung up and Jaynee walked back into 

the lab, still stunned. She explained to Becki 
and Amelia what happened, and both of them 
shared in Jaynee’s disbelief.

“Becki, would you take Amelia out and get 
her acquainted with everything. I need some 
time to take all of this in. Is that okay with 
you, Amelia, and you too, Becki?”

They both nodded, and Jaynee smiled, turn-
ing and walking out. She went up to her offi ce 
and stood at her window, staring out. Her mind 
was on Sam. Not a day had gone by that she 
hadn’t thought about him. But she’d done it. 
She’d achieved her goal and then some. If 
only Sam had been there to see it.

“Ma’am,” said a strangely familiar voice 
from behind her.

Jaynee turned to see Amelia. “What? Why 
do you sound like Sam?”

Amelia merely smirked. “Congratulations. 
You did it, Jaynee. I knew you would.” She 
then walked away.

—The End—

–Debut novel Dating the Grim Reaper is 
available for purchase online only in print 
and digital formats at Barnes & Noble, 
Amazon, Google Play, and iBooks. Brief sum-
mary: Two college guys start dating. One guy 
is a murderer, and the other turns out to be 
the grim reaper. It’s full of Greek mythology 
and romance. –

Facebook.com/storyrealm
Twitter.com/ZepherSong

by Danielle DellingerChapter 4 appeared in June 2018’s issue, on pages 16 & 17.Woman: Chapte r  5
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This month’s topic is very important in 
my mind. We are seeing an increase in 

road rage, not only in our state, but across 
the United States. The reason road rage 
starts, varies from situation to situation, but 
it needs to be taken seriously, because it can 
be deadly in the end.

I want all of you to be careful when 
driving the roadways of Colorado. It seems 
with the increase of traffic and the inevitable 
gridlock we have when traveling on week-
ends and holidays, tempers are rising more 
quickly than ever.

Here’s a few tips to avoid getting caught 
up in a road rage incident with another driv-
er. The first is when driving on roads 65 mph 
or more, stay out of the furthest left lane. It 
is state law, and when you have drivers that 
seem to be in a giant hurry, they won’t be 
right on your bumper. By staying in the left 
lane, it elevates the possibility of a crash 
and the chance the aggressive driver will get 
mad and try to do something dangerous.

If you have someone following too closely 

and they start to really try to crowd you, safely 
get out of that lane or to the shoulder of the 
roadway. Let them pass, and then take your time 
getting back on the roadway. If the other driver 
is intent on trying to get you to stop, call 911, or 
*CSP to get emergency help. The dispatchers 
will let you know what you should do next.

Never try to follow the other driver; this 
could provoke them to have a confrontation. 
Always remember, the best course of action 
is to disengage as soon as safely possible. 

Be courteous to other drivers, and they 
should be courteous to you. Use your blink-
er, let others in your lane, and be light with 
the horn. Don’t let someone else’s anger on 
the roadway get you caught up in it. Get to 
where you are going safely.

Finally, give yourself plenty of time to 
get where you are going. Plan that there will 
be a delay, so by leaving early, the pressure 
is off. Colorado is beautiful in the summer-
time. Slow down and enjoy it, and let’s see 
if we can get the rest to do the same.

As always, safe travels!

Trooper Tips
Road rage
by Trooper Gary Cutler

With the long, almost-endless days of 
summer vacation looming before them, 

19 students at the Guffey Community Charter 
School moved on to the next higher grade on 
May 31, 2018. There was one eighth grade 
graduate this year, Sophia Guiliani, who will 
be continuing high school in Fairplay next 
year. Guiliani has attended the Guffey School 
since first grade (see story on page 10).

About 55 people plus students attended the 
graduation ceremony which included several 
great slide show presentations by teacher 
Jenny Hartman; graduation certificates to all 
the students from their teachers; an eighth-
grade diploma to Guiliani from school 
principal Martine Walker and the school 
board of directors Frank Ruvo, Cathleen Van 
Egmond, Linda Parrish, Laura Owens, and 
Chris Peterson; and a middle school presenta-
tion of a short scene from Shakespeare’s “A 
Mid-summer Night’ Dream.”

The ceremony was cheerful and tearful, 
with some big changes for the school. Hillevi 
Peterson-Hirsch, who has taught middle 
school, grades 6-8, at the school the last five 
years, is retiring. Jenny Hartman, who has 
taught grades K-2 for five years, is going to be 
the new middle school teacher next year. Stacy 
Knudsen will be a new teacher to the school 
and will be teaching the K-2 grades next year.

Peterson-Hirsch said that she could not 
have had a better class as her last class, 
which consisted of four seventh grade stu-
dents and one eighth grade student — Kaden 
Gates, Havannah Van Egmond, Xander 
Stone, Troy Dabney and Guiliani.

For the last five graduations, Peterson-
Hirsch has given each eighth grade graduate 
a farewell present. This year though, she 

gave one to each middle school student. The 
graduation gift consists of a large box of cray-
ons, to help keep life colorful and youthful; 
a personalized roll of duct tape, because you 
can always use it; and a can of Spam.

Also retiring this year is the school bus driv-
er Mr. Dean. The new bus driver will be Miss 
Darlene, whose son goes to Guffey School. 
Darlene is from Pennsylvania and drove buses 
there for a big school district, she said. When 
the students get on the bus, “it’s like they are 
mine and I take good care of them,” she added.

Guffey Steampunk Society (GSS) board 
members Robin Ross (better known as 
Honey), Lawrence Epps, and Paula Milner, 
in full Steampunk costume, presented eighth 
grade graduate Guiliani with a check for 
$200. The school also presented Guiliani 
with a Mac computer. The GSS also gave 
each student a scrap book kit for them to 
record their summer memories in.

The GSS also provided hot dogs, ham-
burgers, beverages, games and music for the 
graduation potluck and party after the cer-
emony. The recently formed GSS is a non-
profit group who plan on giving back to the 
community in various ways, funds they raise 
and donations they receive, said Milner.

The GCCS is a public charter school for 
grades K-8. The teaching is in multi-grade 
and age group classrooms. The school had 
three teachers for three classrooms: K-2, 
3-5, and 6-8 grades.

Walker announced that the 100-year 
celebration of the school will start next fall 
with a potluck dinner and stories and memo-
ries from locals about the school.

The graduation party followed the graduation 
ceremony, with the students off for the summer.

Guffey School Graduation
by Flip Boettcher
photo by Flip Boettcher

Lawrence Epps of the Guffey Steampunk Society in full steampunk costume presenting 
graduating senior Sophia Guiliani with a $200 check.

A change in cardiology services
Heart of the Rockies Regional Medical 

Center announced a change in their cardiol-
ogy services. As of June 12, interventional 
cardiologist James Schmidt, M.D., will see 
cardiology patients at the HRRMC Buena Vista 
Health Center, 28374 County Road 317. Dr. 
Schmidt will no longer see office patients in the 
Specialty Clinic at the Salida hospital but will 
continue to provide procedures at the hospital.

Dr. Schmidt is a board-certified cardiolo-
gist. He earned his medical degree at the Uni-
versity of Cincinnati College of Medicine and 
completed his internal medicine residency at 
the Jewish Hospital of Cincinnati.

Dr. Schmidt was a postdoctoral fellow in 
pharmacology and cell biophysics at the Uni-
versity of Cincinnati College of Medicine for 
three years before completing a fellowship in 
cardiovascular disease at Stanford University. 
He completed another fellowship in endovas-
cular and coronary intervention at the Arizona 
Heart Institute and Foundation. He is a fellow 
of the American College of Cardiology. 

To make an appointment in Buena Vista 
with Dr. Schmidt, call 719-530-2482.

Physicians from Colorado Springs 
Cardiology will continue to see patients in 
the hospital’s Specialty Clinic and perform 
procedures at the hospital. To make an ap-
pointment in Salida with Colorado Springs 
Cardiology, call 719-776-8580.

Adding audiology services
Audiologist Robert Furby, M.S., has 

joined ENT physician, Michele Streeter, 
M.D., in the HRRMC Ear, Nose and Throat 
practice, 920 Rush Drive, Salida.

Furby will provide hearing tests and evalu-
ations as well as sales and servicing of hearing 
devices in the new hearing aid office located in 
Dr. Streeter’s suite. He has extensive experi-
ence as an audiologist in both retail and clinical 
settings and has worked in Australia as well as 
across the United States. Most recently, he was 
employed at HEARINGLife in Cañon City.

Furby earned his master’s degree in 
speech and hearing science, with a concen-
tration in audiology, from the University of 
South Alabama. He is a lifetime fellow of 
the American Academy of Audiology.

An avid musician, Furby has played 
drums since age 12 and understands the 
damage self-inflicted noise can cause the 
ear. He personally understands the benefits 
of hearing aids, having worn them for more 
than three decades.

Prior to becoming an audiologist, Furby 
served in the U.S. Army as an electronics 
technician. Providing hearing services to 
local veterans is high on his list.

To make an appointment for audiology ser-
vices, call the HRRMC Ear, Nose and Throat 
office at 719-530-2000, option 3 for ENT.

Surgeon returns
Jerry Smith, D.O., Ph.D., FACOS, a board-

certified general surgeon, has joined Karen 
Johnson, M.D., in the HRRMC General and 
Trauma Surgery practice. Dr. Smith will 
perform endoscopy procedures and provide 
emergency and trauma surgery at the hospital.

From October 2012 to December 2016, Dr. 
Smith provided general surgery at HRRMC 
while employed with Surgical Specialists of 
Colorado. He is now employed by the hospital.

Dr. Smith earned his osteopathic medical 
degree from Oklahoma State University. He 
completed his medical training at Oklahoma 
State University Medical Center and the 
University of North Texas Health Science 
Center. He is a fellow of the American Col-
lege of Osteopathic Surgeons. 

Over the years, Dr. Smith has volunteered 
on numerous surgical missions to Guate-
mala, Kenya, Honduras and the Dominican 
Republic. He has also worked in a trauma 
hospital near Mosul, Iraq.

Prior to becoming a physician, Dr. Smith 
earned his Ph.D. in biology from the Universi-
ty of North Texas and was a biology professor.

Dr. Smith’s offices are located in the 
hospital in the HRRMC General and Trauma 
Surgery Clinic. For more information or to 
make an appointment, call 719-530-2000 
and choose option #1.

BV walk-in clinic now open  
seven days a week
The HRRMC Buena Vista Health Center, 

28374 County Road 317, has expanded 
its walk-in clinic to seven days a week. It is 
now open Monday through Friday, 1-5:30 
p.m., in addition to Saturdays and Sundays, 
9 a.m.-1 p.m.

The walk-in clinic is open to anyone 
and is on a first-come, first-served basis. 
Appointments are not required. The clinic 
treats common medical issues such as burns, 
sprains, ear infections and the flu. It does not 
serve as an emergency room, and emergen-
cies will be directed to the hospital’s Emer-
gency Department in Salida.

“Offering a walk-in clinic is part of HR-
RMC’s overall strategy of providing access to 
affordable health care,” said HRRMC CEO 
Bob Morasko. “Urgent care was one of the 
top requests on the hospital’s most recent 
community health needs assessment. The 
walk-in-clinic is a less expensive option for pa-
tients; we charge the same fees at our walk-in 
clinic as we do for our primary-care patients 
at the HRRMC Buena Vista Health Center. 
The Buena Vista Health Center participates in 
Medicare, Health First Colorado (Medicaid) 
and most private insurance plans.”

For more information about the walk-in 
clinic, call 719-395-9048.

HRRMC happenings

Jerry Smith, D.O., Ph.D., FACOS

Come to a land of beauty, legends, Native 
American and Hispanic heritage at the 

2nd Annual Huajatolla Heritage Festival in 
one of the state’s most interesting towns, 
La Veta, Colorado. Taking place under the 
shade trees of Town Park starting at 5 p.m. 
Friday, August 3 with food by Musso’s 
of Pueblo and a free concert continuing 
through 4 p.m. Sunday, August 5.

Enjoy exhibitions of music, art, dance, 
fiber, as well as outstanding entertainment, 
education and wonderful food celebrating 
both the Hispanic and Native American cul-
tural heritage of the valley beneath the Hua-
jatollas, also known as the Spanish Peaks. 
This year we will even have a tent with 
well-known speakers all day long addressing 
issues of importance in better understanding 

the world we have inherited and the world 
we are shaping.

Performances and programs by a venue of 
national, regional and local presenters will 
include: Tim Nevaquaya Flutist and visual 
artist, Alicia Nevaquaya Environmental Tribal 
lawyer, Rose Red Elk performing as Red 
Feather Woman, Celinda Kaelin author, South-
ern Ute Dancers, Fandango Dancers, Pueblo 
Drum group, Nokusece Jacob Wind Spiritual 
Warrior/Peaceful Activist, Sam Gallegos and 
many more. Best of all, it is all free!

Plan to include the Huajatolla Heritage 
Festival August 3-5 in gorgeous La Veta, 
Colorado in your summer destinations for 
sights, sounds and a taste of southern Colo-
rado’s rich cultural heritage. FMI: 719-251-
1271 or www.huajatollaheritagefestival.org.

Huajatolla Heritage Festival 

 
 Accidents & Personal Injury, Wrongful Death 
 Insurance Bad Faith 
 Real Estate, HOAs, Water Law 
 Contracts & General Business Law 
 Domestic Relations, Divorce, Child Custody 
 Criminal Defense, DUI, Felonies, Traffic, DOW Cases 
 Estate Planning & Probate 
 Non-Profits and Charitable Organizations 
 Drone Law—Start-up Businesses, FAA, Privacy Cases 
 

For More Information or a Free Consultation call: 
 

Anderson & Hughes, P.C. 719-539-7003 
www.anderson-hugheslaw.com 

7385 W. Highway 50, Salida, CO 81201 

For More Information or a Free Consultation call:
Anderson & Hughes, P.C.  719-539-7003

www.anderson-hugheslaw.com
7385 W. Highway 50, Salida, CO 81201

The Ute Country News is a great place to get your 
message out because we distribute 16,000 papers in 

Teller, Park, Fremont, Chaffee, and El Paso Counties and 
have an average pick-up rate of 95%!  

We go direct mail to each mail box and post office 
box holder in Divide, Florissant, Lake George, Guffey, 
Hartsel, Jefferson and parts of Fairplay. We also have 
over 50 newspaper boxes and more than 160 distribution 
points from Woodland Park to Alma, and from Florence 
to Salida, including Buena Vista!

Our readers tell us they read “cover-to-cover” and 
cannot wait for the next issue to come out.  We restock 
our distribution locations so your message is around for 
the entire month. Our complete archives of past issues 
can be found online at www.utecountrynews.com.

Advertise in the local paper with the furthest reach...
Call or Email for more information on how to get your word out!   

719-686-7393 • utecountrynewspaper@gmail.com

Fairplay

Buena 
Vista

Salida
Cañon 
City

Woodland 
Park

You would have to place an ad in all these local 
community papers to match the distribution  
area of a single ad in the Ute Country News! 
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719-687-9851
790 Red Feather Lane • Woodland Park

Hours: Mon-Fri 9am-7pm • Sat 9am-5pm • Sun 10am-5pm

Organic Foods | Local Produce | Gluten-Free | Grass-Fed Beef | Pet Food

WE HAVE ORGANIC HEMP CBD

COFFEE & FOOD TRUCKS ON-SITE DAILYCOFFEE & FOOD TRUCKS ON-SITE DAILY
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You have tried 
the rest now 
switch to the 

best—
Affordable  

Fuels Propane
Guffey, CO

Family owned and 
operated company

719-493-3121
We’re looking  
for new customers

Affordable  
Fuels
Propane

2018

All proceeds will go to  
missions and to help  

support local needs of  
the community.

Cash only 
please.

Country Rummage Sale 
& Bake Sale

Saturday, July 28
9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

please.
Community Fellowship 
of Christians • 39633 Hwy. 24 • Lake George

The old Florence True Value Hardware 
store at 118 West Main Street doesn’t 

look the same nowadays, ever since Donny 
and Molly Hakes leased the space and 
moved in their business, Florence Consign-
ment Corner March 1, 2018.

The Hakes’ have been buying and selling 
merchandise for about 20 years and have 
had several businesses, starting on eBay and 
Amazon in 1998. In 1999, they opened an 
indoor fl ea market on Main Street in Cañon 
City called Treasurers. In 2001, they opened 
the St. Cloud Coffee House. In 2002, the 
Hakes’ moved away from Cañon City, but 
continued buying and selling on eBay.

After returning to Cañon City in 2013, the 
Hakes’ registered a company called Shelf 
Life Pantry, LLC in 2014. The intent is that 
SLP will be a charitable foundation that will 
provide 25-year shelf life food to food pantries 
and ministries around the world. Once formed, 
it will be called “Ministry of Ministries” or 
MOM’s, said Donny. Donny’s passion is to 
help people less fortunate than he.

Realizing that they were going to need 
start-up capital for SLP, the Hakes’ started 
the “Buy Sell Trade” Outdoor Flea Market 
on East Main Street in Cañon City in 2015. 
After the season was over, the couple de-
cided they wanted to be indoors and moved 
to 202 East Main Street in Florence.

That building was on the corner, hence the 
name Florence Consignment Corner (FCC); 
but the couple soon outgrew the space there 
and when the larger True Value Hardware 
became available, they moved there, just up 
the block from the old place.

With almost 150 different vendors and 
dealers within FCC, there are an amazing 
number of different items, all at affordable 

prices, added Donny. The store’s motto 
is “A place where you can fi nd ALMOST 
anything.” If you didn’t fi nd what you were 
looking for, ask them and the Hakes’ would 
be happy to see if they can fi nd the item for 
you, said Donny.

FCC is open seven days a week 10-6 p.m. 
and the phone number is 719-784-7660.

The treasure within the FCC treasure is a 
totally separate business called Worldwide 
Treasurers LLC, owned and operated by 
Harriet Graham and Marilyn Kohlstedt.

Graham had a shop in Florence for fi ve 
years before the building sold and she had to 
move out. After sitting around for awhile and 
having a hip replaced and cataracts removed, 
Graham found she missed her customers and 
wanted to start another store.

Graham and her friend Kohlstedt looked 
for about a year before they found their 
present location at 118 West Main Street. 
After some remodeling they moved in about 
two months ago.

Graham’s space features one-of-a-kind 
jewelry, American Indian items, pottery, 
Kachina dolls, paintings and some cut 
stones for jewelry making. Graham has fi ve 
American Indians and seven Anglos who 
make jewelry for the shop. Graham also has 
owned a turquoise mine in Cripple Creek 
since 1989, she said.

Kohlstedt’s space features beautiful 
hand-stitched aprons, place mats, baby bibs, 
quilts, and a variety of household items 
including scrubbies, kitchen gift sets and 
much more. Kohlstedt can customize and 
personalize many of the items she sells.

Store hours are Tuesday through Saturday 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., and the phone num-
ber is 719-784-7434.

A treasure within a treasure
by Flip Boettcher
photo by Flip Boettcher

Donny Hakes in front of the new location of Florence Consignment Corner at 118 West Main 
Street.
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or phone the rodeo office: 719-687-9688 (10am to 5pm)
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Ute Pass Saddle Club Arena
19250 East Hwy 24

Woodland Park, CO
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Mutton Busting before every performance! 
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Have you ever read the actual text of a 
speech, debate, or just a common verbal 

conversation, and wondered what exactly was 
said? Have you ever lost interest in a book 
that was heavy in dialogue, but enjoyed the 
same book read to you on disk? What about 
the times your iPhone voice-text typed out 
something close to, but nowhere near what 
you thought you said? How does the spoken, 
read, and written word wander so far apart? 
That’s one of the exciting, and sometimes 
frustrating, mysteries of language. Let’s play 
around with this mystery today.

In general, it’s easier to speak than it is to 
read and it’s easier to read than it is to write. 
The three forms of language seem to over-
lap, collide, enhance, and contradict each 
other frequently. Here’s a simple example 
you may have seen before. 

Read the following sentence objectively, 
without forming an opinion if you can: 
“Please close the door, Ron.” Now re-read 
the same sentence placing emphasis on 
the fi rst word. Read it again placing the 
emphasis on the second word, and so on. 
Continue to the end. You get: “PLEASE 
close the door, Ron. Please CLOSE the door, 
Ron. Please close THE door, Ron. Please 
close the DOOR, Ron. Please close the door, 
RON.” Does the message seem to change 
a little each time? Emphasis does change 
meaning, might be the moral of the story.

Have you ever voice-texted someone, not 
checked what was printed, and then later found 
what you thought you messaged turned out to 
be something totally different? “Hi Mom, this 
is you con in prison. Hope you can still make 
that cake with the special ingredient inside.” 
Another example of this anomaly in verbal-
oral-verbal communication might be the Phone 
Game in which a message is whispered into 
one player’s ear, then transferred individually 

from person to person until the last person 
presents what is thought to be the original mes-
sage. It’s not often close.

Listening to persons with heavy accents 
without seeing them can be a language 
decoding challenge as well. It helps if I am 
watching Russell Brand (English Comedian 
formerly married to Katy Perry, I think) 
speak in his staccato word-blur yet listen-
ing to him on the radio or on a CD is nearly 
impossible without seeing those facial 
expressions and hand gestures. Due to the 
common experience of hearing-impairment 
degrees, we now often have Sign Language 
persons signing out public speeches. While 
the speaker may be fairly moderate in his 
or her verbal expression, the Signer often 
delivers the same message with passion and 
wonderful facial-hand/arm gestures.

Americans, in general, seem to be rather 
fl at in their expressions compared to other ro-
mance languages and cultures. I love to watch 
and listen to a serious Italian speak with their 
hands, eyes, and intonation! I like to watch 
foreign fi lms with the language intact, and 
sub-titles at the bottom if I want to follow the 
dialogue. Dubbing seems strange and inau-
thentic to me, but that’s just my opinion.

Transcripts of interviews are interesting. 
Thinking on your feet, without prepared re-
marks or talking points, seems to take a tal-
ent for mental grammar, sentence-structure, 
and pausing without needing to fi ll in the 
empty spaces with ahhhs and ummms. Great 
speakers pace and pause to think before they 
speak. I don’t consider blurting or hemming 
and hawing useful speaking fi llers, although 
these are common strategies. Sometimes I 
think speakers who talk fast are trying to get 
something over on the listener, just saying. 

This might bring us to another consid-
eration in our tour of language expression 

and decoding: personal experience and life 
bias*. Each of us have had our own unique 
life experiences. No two lives perceive 
things anywhere near the same. Even family 
members raised by the same parents in the 
same house often see life drastically different. 
Then we have cultural as well as ethnic and 
racial differences. Geography creates another 
difference in the importance of language and 
life experiences.** Could these differences 
inspire us to learn more about the speaker, 
writer, or reader before we assume we know 
what they are saying or understand? 

Cognitive psychology traces the path 
of memory and expression as a process of 
downloading information from the short-term 
memory (which occurs in the fi rst 20 seconds 
after information is introduced) into the fi les 
of the long-term memory (this usually hap-
pens during sleep when the brain is free from 
other busy-ness functions). Then, sorting out 
this new information and incorporating it into 
the information already stored (again, while 
we are sleeping, usually) pruning out infor-
mation that is not compatible with our previ-
ously accepted records and then making all 
of this information available to the working 
memory, which is the only memory we use 
in the moment. One of the very interesting 
things about this process is that all of these 
cognitive functions are complete servants to 

the working memory.*** What we 
know is what we believe is what 
we know. If this process goes on 
for each human individual, how 
important is it to know what each 
of us believes to be important?

Okay, let’s come back out of 
the rabbit hole in the weeds for a 
moment. You would have thought 
that an intelligent species that 
has developed sophisticated use 
and forms of language would 

have solved about all the problems of the 
universe? But, perhaps understanding how 
complicated language has become now 
gives us pause and reason to know how 
diffi cult real communication has become. If 
we are learning as we go and expanding our 
horizons, it would seem the more humble 
we would become. The less we know and 
therefore the less we can assimilate into our 
realm of useful communication, perhaps 
the more protective and defensive we must 
become to protect our view of the world?

Language is complicated. Listening more 
carefully, judging less quickly, explaining 
ourselves more thoroughly might all be tools 
to better speaking, reading, and writing. We 
can all do better.

Thanks for reading.

*McWhorter, John. The Story of Human 
Language. The Teaching Company (a 
series of lectures): 2004.

**Medina, John. Brain Rules: Twelve Prin-
ciples for surviving and Thriving at Work, 
Home, and School. Seattle: Pear Press. Pp. 
95-148.

***Robinson-Riegler, Bridget, Gregory. 
Cognitive Psychology: Applying the Sci-
ence of the Mind. Boston: Pearson Educa-
tion. Chapters 6-9.

Driven by a Passion
To hear the written word spoken
by Ron Cook
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WATCH FOR 
OUR GRAND 

OPENING!

FILL UP SPECIAL
VOLUME DISCOUNTS

Creative collaboration is beautiful action. 
Mother Nature is the inspiration and 

dedication for what we do at Beaver Ponds 
Environmental Education Center. The mis-
sion of providing tools and knowledge to 
inspire better stewardship of our land, water, 
and ecology is in full swing this summer and 
we would love to share with you some of 
the interdisciplinary collaborations that are 
happening at Beaver Ponds.

It seems that whatever projects are hap-
pening on the property that makes up Beaver 
Ponds, somehow Mother Nature inspires 
people involved to utilize the space in a 
creative and unique way. At the core of this 
inspiration are fi ve main programs that act as 
a road map for education and projects. From 
these areas of focus, a diverse and dynamic 
utilization of the property has evolved.

1. Watershed Ecology & Stewardship
2. Sustainable Agriculture, Greenhouses & 

Gardening
3. Medicinal and Native Plants
4. Renewable Energy Systems
5. Healthy Forest Management

Group experiences catalyzed this year 
include Keystone Science School (CATCH 
program and wilderness camp), MRHI 
(Mosquito Range Heritage Initiative) nature 
science camp with Boys and Girls Club of 
the High Rockies, Edith Teter Preschool, 

Lake County High School camera project, 
City Wild campers, Kids Yoga, and more.  
For adult learners there is a class July 9th 
from 1-3 p.m. discussing the Brown Capped 
Rosy Finch, a pretty bird you may see in 
your feeders during winter. Training on how 
to monitor pika for scientifi c research will 
happen on August 11th and perhaps more 
time on the 12th for those interested in some 
local citizen science education.

Jane Wunder is offering courses (July 
14, Aug. 5, Aug. 25, Sept. 9) in fi ber arts 
again this summer and her connection to the 
hand-spinning and natural dye processes is 
inspirational. Her eco-dying, felting insoles, 
native plant imprint classes will be fun! 
Check out our website at www.beaverponds.
org for events and activities registration and 
to see what we are up to. 

It is a joy working with people who ap-
preciate our surroundings and are taking 
creative and collaborative steps to help 
understand our environment teach our youth, 
get crafty in nature, and collectively impact 
our local forest, food supply, water health, 
community wellness, and learning opportu-
nities. Thanks to everyone involved for your 
unique contributions! Special thanks to our 
volunteers! Mother Earth benefi ts from the 
beautiful actions of creative collaborators 
with intention. Together our individual ac-
tions and group collaborations can and does 
change things for the better!

Collaborating for 
collective change
by Eric Chatt, N.D.

The awakening process can be a hard 
period in your lifetime. It could bring 

moments where you question everything 
around you, moments where nothing makes 
any sense in the “physical world.” A painful 
period of time where you feel “you don’t 
fi t or belong to this word.” Some people 
try to fi nd a distraction, to keep them away 
from this thing called reality. People choose 
drugs, alcohol, video games, TV and so on. 
These addictions will keep them away from 
their awakening moment for a while. How-
ever, time will come where you must choose 
if you want to keep sleeping or go through 
your awakening process. The consequences 
of ignoring the spiritual call could be paid at 
a high price. This could ruin your purpose 
and journey on this lifetime. Depression, 
frustration, anxiety and suicide could be 
some of the possible outcomes. There may 
be challenges (physical, emotional, mental, 
spiritual) to face right before you awaken.

There is always someone that we can 
reach out to for help, it may be a friend, a 
relative, a spiritual teacher, or even an angel, 
somebody will be sent to you to help you go 
through this process. I recently saw a video 
of Johann Hari (Author, Lost Connections), 
he explains very well a lot of what is going 
on with people who suffer from depression 
and anxiety. I didn’t read his book yet but 
from what he said on this video I bet it is a 
book worth the read. My awakening process 
wasn’t easy. I had to shut off my spiritual 
world in order to survive the physical world, 
until I got strong and ready.

I will share with you one of the situations 
where low energies were trying to keep me 
away from my awakening process.

My sister, her husband and I went to a 
nearby city to take care of some business. 
We arrived at the hotel a little late and tired, 
so we decided to take a nap and then go 
to dinner. Business could be done the next 
day. We had a reservation for two rooms, I 
headed to my room, and I remember locking 
the door and turning off the lights.

I wasn’t feeling sleepy at all, but I still 
laid down to rest. I was moving around the 
bed, and at one moment I was on my left 
side with my back facing the door of the 
room. It was a very dark night. No light was 
coming from outside the room. Suddenly I 
heard the handle door moving and I thought 
‘it’s my sister,’ but immediately I remem-
bered that I locked the door and she didn’t 
have a key. I tried to turn to the right to see 
who was opening the door but I couldn’t 
move, it was like if somebody was push-
ing my back to keep me from rolling. The 

energy holding my back was so strong that 
I couldn’t roll. I wasn’t feeling scared, but 
rather surprised of that strange feeling. Then 
I felt how somebody came to the room, I 
heard their steps moving in the direction of a 
chair that it was right next to the bed. I heard 
how they sat on the chair. This happened 
very quickly and I started to feel scared. 

Immediately, I felt very sleepy and even 
though I wanted to move, my eyes started to 
close (they were very heavy). I knew I was 
falling asleep but right before I fell asleep I 
heard a male voice whispering in my right 
ear “Olga, don’t fall sleep, there is some-
body here.” His voice made me open my 
eyes and I knew I would have to try to stay 
awake. The feeling was like if somebody 
gave you a drug to numb you. 

I tried very hard to stay awake but I was 
falling asleep again. The voice whispered 
again,” Olga don’t fall sleep, there is some-
body here.” He warned me three times but I 
couldn’t help myself and fell asleep. 

I believe that when we fall asleep our 
astral body leaves our physical body. Right 
when I was falling asleep I felt that whatever 
was sitting in the chair next to me, jumped 
on the bed. This energy was trying to take 
my physical body. I tried to come back to 
my body and what I remember is the intense 
energetic fi ghting that took place. I remem-
ber feeling how the bed was jumping up 
and down, and the horrible noise of the bed 
hitting the fl oor. I don’t know how much 
time this fi ght lasted but I clearly remember 
being pulled back to my body while I was 
gasping for air.

I sat in the bed and was shaking when 
I heard somebody knocking at the door. I 
asked, “Who is it?” and I heard my sister’s 
voice asking me if everything was ok. I 
went to open the door and told her what just 
happened. I was still shaking and crying. My 
sister and I share a connection. She told me, 
“Olga I believe you, I felt something was 
going on with you. I told my husband that I 
had to go and check on you. He tried to stop 
me telling me, ‘leave her alone, she must be 
sleeping,’ but I told him, “No, I have to go 
and check on my sister.”

This was not the only time I had to face a 
situation like that, but it was the worst for sure. 
In this moment in my life the awakening pro-
cess was taking place without me knowing.

With the help of spiritual guides and 
angels I became stronger as a spiritual being. 
They kept waking me up during different 
situations.

There was another night when I was deep 
sleep and I heard him again whispering 

“Olga, wake up, you need to check some-
thing.” His voice woke me up, but it was such 
a pleasant rainy night that I refused to leave 
my bed. He didn’t leave me alone, he was 
repeating the same, “Olga, wake up you need 
to check something.” I remember thinking 
‘check what?’ Finally, I got up and headed to 
the window in my room. My car was parked 
on the other side of the road. I could see a 
man wearing a black hoodie holding a metal-
lic bar while he was trying to break into my 
car. I ran to the other room where my brother 
was sleeping and yelled to him, “Somebody 
is trying to steal my car!” He ran to the 
window and yelled at the man, who heard my 
brother and started to run away.

Angels are like the wind. Just because you 
don’t see them it doesn’t mean they don’t exist.

During one of my workouts at the gym, I was 
on the cardio machine. Usually I have the TV 
on mute, so I could hear my music at the same 
time. I remember I was thinking about angels 
and wondering if they could be anywhere, 
anytime we call them. I wanted to know if that 
was right, even though I knew nothing would 
likely happen right there in the gym, but I asked 
anyway, “Send me a signal and show me angels 
are anywhere and anytime.”

Right then, I looked at the TV screen in 
front of me and I saw a few words: LOS 
ANGELES TIMES. I got my beautiful 
answer! Why were these words on the TV 
screen at the moment you may wonder? I 
don’t know the rational explanation and 
to be honest I don’t care (I found out later 
that there is a newspaper with that name) 
because for me angels were answering my 
question. Remember synchronicity is one of 
the ways angels and God send messages.

Raise your vibration so you can hear and 
connect with them. Watch your heart and 
what is inside of it. What feelings are hold-
ing you back from the spiritual world?

I will tell you the spiritual awakening is 
happening right know. I truly believe we are 
the ones we were waiting for.

For more information on the Reiki Heaven 
and Earth workshop, Reiki appointment or 
Reiki training please contact me by email: 
olgacely@hotmail.com or text: 801-628-
9273.

Reiki Heaven and Earth
Angels part II
by Olga Daich

In this moment in my 
life the awakening 
process was taking 
place without me 
knowing.

The town of Florissant, in Teller County, has 
a rich and varied history — from the native 

Ute people who called the area home, to the 
early mountain men who traversed the area 
seeking furs for trade, to the pioneers who left 
their mark by building homes and establish-
ing a town. Every year, the town of Florissant 
celebrates this legacy with the annual Heritage 
Day celebration held on July 28th.

The Pikes Peak Historical Society, along 
with the Florissant Grange and the Florissant 
Fossil Beds National Monument, will have 
a variety of activities for visitors during the 
2018 Heritage Day celebration. There will 
be a pancake breakfast to start the day at the 
fi re station. Then throughout the day there 
will be a variety of talks, tours of historic 
locations, vendors, and numerous activities 
for the children. The Pikes Peak Historical 
Society will be hosting two locations, all with 
a variety of events — the PPHS Museum will 
host museum tours along with a gold panning 
exhibit; at the Teacherage Museum a person 
can see what school was like in a one-room 
schoolhouse. Events will also be taking place 

at the Florissant Fossil Beds National Monu-
ment and the Florissant Grange, which used 
to be the old School House.

The Pikes Peak Historical Society invites 
you to Florissant Heritage Day on Saturday, 
July 28th to learn more about the town of 
Florissant, the surrounding area and have 
some fun at the same time. There will be 
signs to the various venues. This program 
is presented as a public service of the Pikes 
Peak Historical Society. Admission is free to 
all PPHS sponsored events. For more infor-
mation call 719-748-8259 or 719-748-3861.

Florissant Heritage Day

Pikes Peak Historical Society has 
been documenting human-modi-

fi ed trees for almost 20 years.  These 
remarkable living artifacts, display-
ing a variety of unusual shapes, are 
truly works of art, sculpted by highly 
talented and creative peoples.  Known 
widely as culturally modifi ed trees 
(CMTs), they are cited in several 
areas of the USA, and as far away as 
Australia, as the handiwork of indig-
enous peoples.  This presentation will 
highlight some of the most spectacu-
lar CMTs found in our region.

Not every bent tree in the forest 
is a CMT.  Most are “imposters,” modifi ed 
by natural processes, or fall in a grey area 
where it is currently impossible to know 
if they are real.  Criteria used by PPHS to 
identify CMTs will be given.  Today the 
study of CMTs is not without controversy: a 
brief history of Ute involvement since 1998, 
as well as a recent disavowal of certain types 
as theirs, is presented.  Regardless, there 
remains a great need to identify, document, 

understand, and preserve these important 
artifacts before they are inadvertently de-
stroyed.  

Andy Weinzapfel, Pikes Peak Historical 
Society member and Chairman of the PPHS 
Tree Committee, will be giving this presenta-
tion at Eleven Mile State Park, North Shore 
Amphitheatre, at 8 p.m., Saturday, July 7.  
Unless you have a State Parks pass, expect to 
pay a fee upon entry.  For more information 
call 719-748-8259 or 719-748-3861.

CMTs of the Pikes Peak Region
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now available at mountain naturals in woodland park 
and Jefferson Market in Jefferson!
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OATMEAL 
RAISIN 

COOKIES

Made with Organic and Naturally Gluten-Free Ingredients!

336 Main Street
Guffey, CO

719-286-8589
Visit the gift shop of local artists and check out our art classes!

Saturdays 2-7pm

Reservations recommended!

    Featuring classic Italian cuisine.  
Several select menu items that include 

homemade pastas, sauces, salads and breads.

SALES, SERVICE, DESIGN  
& ENGINEERING 

ACCESS SOLAR  
ENERGY INC.   

WWW.ACCESSTOSOLAR.COM

3 0 3 - 9 8 6 - 6 5 2 1
7 1 9 - 8 3 7 - 2 2 7 5                   

39 YEARS EXP.   
SOLARJGB@YAHOO.COM

Summer Special:
Deka L-16 Battery

$265 ea. (minimum 16)
No Core Charge, $5 ea. on freight.

719-275-3434 Hwy 50 & 4th Cañon City

Ice Cream: 
Your Original Social Media

Served by 
Soda Jerks
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 Ice Cream Sodas
 Old Fashioned

Delightful
Legend

Looking for a unique, free outing where your 
family can have fun such as making the wa-

ter churn with ravenous, leaping trout in spec-
tacular mountain settings? How about an outing 
where you may even learn a thing or two?

Consider visiting two Colorado Parks and 
Wildlife hatcheries in the Upper Arkansas 
River Valley, set amid the Collegiate Peaks 
in central Colorado, where staffers live by 
the motto Your fi shin’ is our mission. Start 
by visiting the Chalk Cliffs Rearing Unit 
hatchery where CPW raises catchable-size 
rainbow trout. The hatchery is at 22605 CR 
287 near Nathrop, about two miles west of 
US Highway 285 toward Mount Princeton.

CPW volunteer “camp hosts” greet visitors 
from 9-4 p.m., daily through Labor Day. See 
where CPW raises about 700,000 10-inch rain-
bows annually in concrete raceways and ponds 
for stocking in lakes along the Front Range.

Free activities include fi sh feeding — 
watch the water bubble with frenzied 
rainbow trout that jump into the air when 
you toss a handful of feed into the ponds — 
and videos. For tour information call Chalk 
Cliffs 719-395-2378.

Down the highway, Mount Shavano 
Hatchery sits along the Arkansas River west 
of Salida at 7725 CR 154. Camp hosts are on 
hand 10-4 p.m. daily to provide information 

on the hatchery and Colorado fi sh. Guests 
park at the top of the hill at Mount Shavano 
and walk down a set of steps to the hatchery.

Mount Shavano hatchery is one of the 
largest trout hatcheries in the state, an-
nually producing 540,000 disease-free 
catchable10-inch trout and 2-3 million 
smaller trout and kokanee salmon.

Guest are greeted by interpretive signs 
explaining the life cycle of trout. Go inside, 
meet the CPW volunteer camp hosts, get a 
tour and watch great videos, including dra-
matic footage of CPW staff using airplanes 
to stock high mountain lakes. Then it’s out 
to the raceways to feed the fi sh. For more 
information 719-539-6877 or visit www.
cpw.state.co.us/Hatcheries.

Free family-friendly fun
CPW hatcheries in Upper Arkansas Valley

Spotlight on the Divide Chamber
Each month we feature our new and renewing members of the Divide Chamber 

of Commerce. Please consider joining Divide Chamber and you can see your 
name listed here in the future. Visit 222.dividechamber.org
� Coalition for the Upper South Platte (CUSP): 719-748-0033 or www.cusp.ws. 

Natural Resource Protection in a non-profi t organization.
� Advantage Log Homes & Above Treeline Construction: 719-687-0680. General 

Contractor, modular home sales and excavation.
� John Wesley Ranch: 719-687-2148 or www.fumc-cs.org/the-ranch. A sanctuary of 

beauty with facilities and activities for all kinds of programs on 120 acres of mountain 
meadows & forest.

� TCRAS (Teller County Regional Animal Shelter): 719-686-7707 or www.
TCRAScolorado.org. Forever improving the lives of animals in our community – 
offering adoptions, education and housing of lost pets.

� Ute Country News: 719-686-7393 or www.utecountrynews.com. Free monthly paper 
dedicated to sharing the good news about living in the mountains; including health 
tips, history, recreation and current events.

The Career Boost Program had its fi rst 
formal graduation ceremony June 7 at 

Roy J Wasson Academic Campus Audito-
rium, 2115 Afton Way, 80909. The elated 
graduates been given a second chance for a 
promising career through this training pro-
gram which specializes in getting underem-
ployed adults into the job market quickly.

Pikes Peak Community College’s Work-
force Development Division, School District 
11 Adult & Family Education and the Pikes 
Peak Workforce Center developed Career 
Boost to help underemployed and underedu-
cated people in our community get afford-
able, accelerated training to quickly attain 
local jobs in manufacturing, information 
technology and child development.

These graduates have recently completed 
classes in either welding, certifi ed produc-
tion technician, A+ technology or child 
development and are now prepared to take 
their industry’s certifi cation exam. Because 
these particular industries are experienc-
ing labor shortages in our region, their job 
prospects are excellent.

Here’s what some students have to say 
about the program:

“Everything’s lined up from begin-
ning to end: the teachers, the people 
you consult with at the Workforce 
Center, which is great, and then the 
internship. I couldn’t pass up that op-
portunity.” – Jamin Davis

“You’re going to pay me to learn 
what I want to learn and have been try-
ing to learn for years? Awesome! Sign 
me up.” – Raeschelle Dewitt

This program was funded by the Depart-
ment of Labor and Employment and de-
signed to integrate adult education practices 
and skills training. Specifi cally, it provides 
the math and English skills needed in a 
specifi c fi eld while simultaneously teaching 
the required technical skills.

Students in the program include those 
who may not have graduated high school or 
had low skills that prevented them getting 
sustainable employment. Some have been 
looking for a second chance career or earn-
ing a minimum wage and wanting a better 
opportunity to support themselves or their 
family.

Pikes Peak Community College 
Hope runs high for career boost grads

With the coming of summer, Fairplay’s 
historic Front Street is usually bus-

tling. After the winter’s business shuffl ing, 
there’s always something new to see and do, 
and this summer is no exception.

Front Street once used to be the major 
thoroughfare through Fairplay and the heart 
of the town’s business district in the late 
1800s. Situated on the north side of the 
Middle Fork of the South Platte River where 
it joins Beaver Creek, at almost 10,000 
feet, Fairplay was the supply town for the 
surrounding mining districts; established in 
1859, after the discovery of gold in the area.

A devastating fi re in 1873, pretty much 
destroyed the business section of Front 
Street, but the town quickly re-built, mostly 
in brick this time. Today Fairplay sits at the 
juncture of U.S. Highway 285 and Colorado 
Highway 9.

Just like in its heyday, with a saloon on 
every corner, Front Street boasts six alcohol 
venues, four of which serve food, in just two 
blocks. Three of those businesses are new 
and three are old. At the Snitching Lady Dis-
tillery, when the Ute Country News visited, 
they were brewing up a small batch of blue 
corn whiskey. Owners Dave Nelson and 
Thomas Williams do all their alcohol distill-
ing on site using a copper still, which they 
made, and old time distilling techniques; it’s 
a family tradition, said Nelson.

In fact, their business card says “A family 
tradition of small batch distilling…and not 
getting caught.” The business name comes 
from a woman who actually “snitched” on 
them to the police for making moonshine in 
the woods, which was apparently true.

Moonshine is illicitly distilled liquor, 
especially corn liquor, chiefl y found in the 
rural areas of the southern United States. 
The distilling apparatus, the still, consists 
of a vessel in which a liquid is heated and 
vaporized, and a cooling device or coil for 
condensing the vapor back into a liquid.

The Snitching Lady does have a liquor li-
cense and it’s all legal. According to Nelson, 
they will be distilling bourbon, grappa, blue 
corn whiskey, and rye whiskey. A Southern 
Ute Indian tribe will be providing much of 
their distilling corn and grain, all organic, 
non-GMO and all grade A quality.

Bourbon is distilled from a mash of at 
least 51% or more corn. Grappa is unaged 
brandy, originally from Italy, distilled from 
the pomace of a wine press and takes about 
a month for a batch, according to Nelson. A 
pomace is any crushed or ground pulpy sub-
stance from fruit. A batch of blue corn whis-
key takes seven to 10 days and rye whiskey 
takes four days. The mash is fermented fi rst 
and then distilled.

Although the Snitching Lady does not 
serve food, outdoor, oven baked pizza is 
available behind the distillery.

Almost across the street from the Snitch-
ing Lady, is the new Platte River Saloon, 
owned and operated by Ellen Canchola, 
which opened just last week. Ellen bought 
the building over the winter which used to 
house the South Park Fudge store (has since 
gone out of business) and the Unrepentant 
Artist, who moved just across the street 
where the Chocolate Moose used to be in the 
purple building.

Owned and operated by Deb Hamm, 
the Unrepentant Artist features some very 
unique artwork, medieval helmets, and lots 
of Steampunk items. According to Hamm, 
her new home is “bigger, brighter and 
warmer,” than her old place. There is a beau-
tiful garden outside with stunning yard-art-
works. Get a one-time-only 15% discount if 
you bring this article in (some restrictions 
apply). So … “Giddy up and come on in.”

The third new alcohol venue on the street 
is the very small Distillery Tasting Room on 
the west end of Front Street next to South 
Park City, the 1800s living history museum. 
The alcohol sold here is distilled at the 
South Park Brewery located on Highway 
285 and Highway 9 at the traffi c light.

The fi rst of the other three alcohol venues 

on Front 
Street is 
the ever 
popular, al-
ways busy, 
Park Bar, 
operated 
by Ron 
Leggett, 
featuring 
light fare, 
you can’t 
miss it. The 
building 
was built in 
the 1940s, according to Leggett, and was a 
two-story building. 

The second venue is Millonzi’s restaurant 
serving great Italian food. Owner Jennifer 
Millonzi just opened The Soup Pot, located 
at the stop light at Highway 285 and High-

way 9, featuring great soups. 
The third venue is the Salado restaurant, 

which used to be called the South Park 
Steakhouse for several years. Owners, 
brothers and chefs, Chad and Brandon Farr 
are from Wisconsin and worked their way 
up from line cooks to executive chefs. Both 
have had a passion for cooking since they 
were young and complement each other’s 
styles to create dishes that appease all pal-
ettes, according to Kristin Farr, Chad’s wife 
and business partner. 

Kristin Farr is a Colorado native and has 
been in the food service industry for 26 
years. Kristin has worked in Oregon, Cali-
fornia and Kansas City. Kristin likes being 
a part of the community as a volunteer for 
local events and being a board member of 
the Boys and Girls Club. Kristin and Chad 
have lived in the area for 17 years and have 
two sons.

Carrie Fabel, Brandon’s partner and 
Salado general manager, is also a Colorado 
native and has been working in the food 
industry since she was 15 years old. Carrie 
likes to create a great dining experience for 
each guest. She loves to cook at home as 
well. The couple have two sons. Both cou-
ples enjoy all outdoor activities and want to 
be involved with their community and pro-
vide a great restaurant for all to enjoy, said 
Kristin. Between them, the two couples have 
85 years of combined restaurant experience.

Salado serves eclectic southwestern cui-
sine with fresh ingredients, in a comfortable, 
contemporary atmosphere or in the outside 
courtyard garden. Salado also serves craft 
beers, signature cocktails and a variety of 
wine. Salado is open seven days from 11-9 
p.m. Reservations are recommended. Phone 
number is 719-836-7031.

Another location for food on Front Street 
is the Silver Scoop Creamery next door to 
Salado. The Silver Scoop features an old 
soda fountain bar from the late 1800s, great 
ice cream, sweet snacks, and sandwiches, 
served in an old-time atmosphere.

One of the oldest buildings on Front 
Street is the Old Red Barn, which used to 
be McLaughlin’s Livery and Feed Stable, 
headquarters of the South Park Stage Line 
in 1873. This building may have survived 
the fi re and is next door to the Silver Scoop. 
The interior has been tastefully remodeled 
to expose the huge beams and joinery. The 
building houses a western style emporium.

Most of the rest of Front Street is a nest of 
artists. At the Colorado Mountain Hat Com-
pany, one can get a custom or ready-made 
felt or straw hat. The Hat Company is owned 
by Cherie and Smitty. Smitty makes all the 
felt/beaver hats on equipment and machin-
ery dating from the late 1800s.

Just up the street from the Hat Company 
is Rimfrost Antiques, housed in one of the 
fi rst brick buildings rebuilt after the great 
1873 fi re. The building was fi rst the Hatha-
way Bank and then was bought by the Odd 
Fellows in 1897. The upstairs is still used for 
Odd Fellow meetings today. The Rimfrost is 
owned by Erik and Beth Swanson and is an 
eclectic mix of all kinds of antiques.

Next door to Rimfrost is Mountain Sun 
Arts, owned and operated by Brion and Jan 
Trahan, featuring Brion’s beautiful, wooden, 
scroll saw artistry and other artwork by 
many artists.

Continuing west up Front Street is the 
Coyote Creek Studio Arts Foundation, a co-
op, featuring many artists. Next door is the 
South Park Pottery and Back Room Bead 
Shop, owned and operated by Pat Pocius, 
featuring Raku’ pottery fi red in the tradition-
al Japanese way in the side yard by Pocius 
and more beads and beading accessories 
than you thought existed. The building was 
built in 1901.

Two other businesses on the street are 
Tangles to Toes for body work from your 
hair to your toes; and Tarryall Outfi tters, for 
that perfect fl y fi shing trip.

If all this is too much for one day, one can 
stay over at the historic Hand Hotel, built in 
1931, which reputedly has ghosts in some of 
the rooms.

Front Street Shuffl e
by Flip Boettcher

Legal moonshiners and owners of the new 
Snitching Lady Distillery, Thomas Williams 

on the left and Dave Nelson, in front of 
the copper still they made to distill their 

alcohol. photo by Sarah

Soft opening and ribbon cutting Salado restaurant. 
photo by Kristin Farr
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404 N. State Hwy 67, Woodland Park, CO 80866
719-687-3000 • www.daybreakadp.com
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LLCAWL 

Residential & Commercial

Bill Langford
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Free Consultation
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Green Box Arts has brought back the Mu-
sical Swings to Green Mountain Falls 

after 10 years. 
What are musical swings? It is an interactive 

art exhibit with swings that are programmed 
to “sing” a note from a guitar, piano, harp and 
vibraphone. As the swinger swings higher, the 
pitch raises making it possible for the swingers 
to cooperatively compose as they swing.

Mouna Andraos is the artist who concep-
tualized the piece. “We achieve more togeth-
er than we do alone,” she commented. The 
goal was to fi nd ways to get people to talk 
to each other. The exhibit has reached fi ve 
states within the US and there is a 21-swing-
set that is erected each spring in Montreal. 
Mouna said, “What is most exciting for the 
artist is when we ask someone about their 
experience and what they liked about it to 
hear them answer, ‘I spoke to a stranger.’”

This is truly a unique experience. Head 
to GMF and try for yourself. We met Gypsy 

and Lauren Bishop while swinging – it was 
amazing to notice how the music changed as 
we were swinging!

The Greenbox Art Fest runs through July 7.

Welcome to South Park
Trout Fishing Capital of Colorado!

525 Main Street • Fairplay, Colorado
Open 7-7 daily • 719-836-0201

www.highalpinesports.com

Camping Supplies • Fuel • Hiking Gear 
Trail Maps • Sporting Goods • Oxygen

Trout Fishing Capital of Colorado!
Fishing &  

Hunting Licenses 
Sold Here!

Tackle • Flies • Bait • Rain Gear 
Ammo • Prospecting Gear

South Park — The Best Fishing in Colorado!

Large Selection 
of Flies

In a time when social media has polarized 
our country, we can all do well by remem-

bering that the media can also be used to 
teach the ultimate lessons — preparing our 
youth to confront the diffi cult topics of life, 
to be a good neighbor and the ultimate goal: 
kindness. When that word is spoken, I think 
of one man in particular, Fred Rogers who is 
best known simply as “Mister Rogers.”

This year marks the 50th Anniversary of the 
television show Mister Roger’s Neighborhood 
and it is being recognized in many ways. The 
US Post Offi ce has issued a commemorative 
Mister Rogers stamp, there is a new documen-
tary playing in theaters called “Won’t You Be 
My Neighbor?” as well as feature fi lm called 
“You Are My Friend” starring Tom Hanks.

Fred Mc Feely Rogers was born on March 
20, 1928, just outside of Pittsburgh, Penn-
sylvania. After earning a bachelor’s degree 
in music composition, he began a career at 
NBC Television in New York as a producer. 
Mister Rogers saw television as the perfect 
tool to teach children to cope with life’s 
diffi culties and empower them to become 
responsible, strong and kind adults.

The fi rst episode of Mister Rogers aired 
on February 16, 1968. Fred used his unique 
talents as a musician, composer, puppet-
eer, telecommunications specialist, student 
of human development, and even as an 
ordained minister, to carefully craft Mister 
Rogers’ Neighborhood, and it distinctly be-
came a program that attended to the unique 
needs of its young viewers.

Fred Rogers is often misinterpreted as 
meek by adults. However, his approach was 
intentional. He used a slow and deliberate 
manner to specifi cally relate to children, 
which he did with great success, confronting 
head-on topics such as the assassination of 
President Kennedy as well as the Gulf War. In 
2002 Rogers received the Presidential Medal 
of Freedom — the highest civilian honor in 
the United States. As President George W. 
Bush announced regarding the award, when 
presenting the honor to Rogers “Some are 
fi ghters, others are healers, all have left an 
enduring legacy of hope, and courage and 
achievement. Fred Rogers has proven that 
television can soothe the soul and nurture the 
spirit and teach the very young.” The whole 
idea, says the beloved host of Mister Roger’s 
Neighborhood, is “to look at the television 
camera and present as much love as you pos-
sibly could to a person who needs it.”

Mister Rogers died in 2003 at the age of 
74 of stomach cancer. Today his legacy lives 
on at the Fred Rogers Center at St. Vincent 
College. Established in 2003, the Center is 
not only the archives for all things Mister 
Rogers, but partners with other organiza-

tions to carry on his teachings and philoso-
phy with a focus to aspire to help children to 
“grow on the inside, learn through relation-
ships, and give meaning to technology.”

Mister Rogers made it a lifetime goal to 
build a culture of safety and self-exploration 
for children. He taught that it was okay for 
them to have their own feelings, to explore 
the world at their own pace and to ask honest 
questions. He took many topics that he felt 
might be intimidating for children and wrote 
books to educate them on those experiences 
— including books about going to the hospi-
tal, the doctor, daycare, and making friends.

Today, public libraries across America 
strive to achieve many of the same goals. 
They provide a safe place for both children 
and adults to explore their own interests 
and strive to provide a culture of com-
munity — to building a “neighborhood” in 
which we all are good and kind neighbors 
to each other. We hope that you all on our 
local community will also support us in this 
endeavor during your daily lives.

A reminder that the Rampart Library 
District is currently participating in “A Million 
Thanks,” a letter writing initiative that supports 
our active, reserve and veteran military by 
sending millions of letters of thanks and en-
couragement directly to our service members. 
We encourage our patrons of all ages to come 
in to either location and write a letter today.

The Rampart Library District Founda-
tion’s annual “Love Your Libraries Fiesta 
Fundraiser” will take place on Sunday, 
July 15 from 11-2 p.m. on the patio of the 
Country Lodge in Woodland Park. This 
year’s fundraiser proceeds will be focused 
on purchasing new furniture for the balcony 
at the Woodland Park Public Library as well 
as improving the outdoor space at the Floris-
sant Public Library. Tickets are $10 per 
person and are available at both the Wood-
land Park and Florissant Libraries, as well as 
Gold Hill Wine & Liquor and the Woodland 
Country Lodge. There will be food and drink 
specials, door prizes and music by F-150.

Thank you and have a kind day!

Rampart Library News
Won’t you be my neighbor?
by Michelle Petrazzoulo

This month is all about Mars. On the 31st 
of July, Mars makes its closest approach 

to the earth in nearly 15 years! During the 
year 2003, it came closest to Earth than it 
had been in nearly 60,000 years! If you want 
an idea of just how close that was, Mars 
came within just 34.6 million miles of Earth 
in 2003. In contrast, Mars is roughly 140 
million miles from the earth on average, 
and it can be as distant as 249 million miles 
when on the other side of the sun. Mars 
won’t come as close as it did in 2003, but it 
will be close enough at roughly 35.8 million 
miles this month. 

Between July and September, Mars will 
appear fi ve times brighter than usual, out-
shining Jupiter by 1.8 times, while temporar-
ily taking Jupiter’s spot for the third bright-
est planet in the sky, next to the Moon and 
Venus. The offi cial ranking for brightness 
this month will be: the moon, Venus, Mars, 
Jupiter, Saturn, and Mercury. Finding Mars 
is simple: face south/south-east between 
10 p.m. and 2 a.m. Its unmistakably bright, 
orange glow will give it away immediately.

Some interesting facts
I love learning bite-sized facts about 

things — especially when it comes to the 
solar system. There are a few fascinating, 
easy-to-remember facts about Mars that you 
can use to impress your friends. 
• Mars has a diameter nearly half the size of 

the earth; 4,220 miles compared to 7,926 
miles for earth’s diameter. This means that 
if the earth were a hollow sphere, it could 
fi t up to six planets the size of Mars.

• A year on Mars is nearly twice as long 
as our planet’s, consisting of 687 earth 
days. As we all know, Earth’s atmosphere 
consists mostly of nitrogen and oxygen, 
whereas Mars has an atmosphere consist-
ing mostly of carbon dioxide and some 
water vapor — while this might be good 
for plants, it’s not very good for humans.

• Interestingly enough, Mars has more 
moons than our earth; it has two very 
small moons: Phobos and Deimos. 

• Mars has a mass at nearly one tenth that of 
the earth, and if you weighed 100 pounds 
on the earth, you’d weigh just 38 pounds 
on Mars. 

• You’d experience 62.5% less gravity on 
Mars than you’re used to on Earth. 

• Finally, an average day on Mars has temps 
reaching a balmy -81 degrees Fahrenheit. 
A beach day on Mars, in the middle of 
summer, might get up to 70 degrees Fahr-
enheit near the equator; however, the lows 
during the night will still plummet to -100 
degrees Fahrenheit.

Viewing Mars
For those with a telescope, this is a 

wonderful time to view Mars, as its surface 
area will appear to be over twice as large as 
normally seen! If you own a 4-inch or larger 
telescope, you will be treated to some awe-
some surface features as well as the polar 
caps. There is a caveat, however. While 
Mars is bright and close, it is also relatively 

low in the sky, reaching its highest point in 
the zodiacal constellation of Capricornus 
(the sea goat) at -25.8 degrees declination. 
This means that, at our latitude on the globe 
(around 40 degrees), Mars will reach a scant 
24 degrees above the southern horizon at its 
highest point around midnight. This presents 
two problems: First, because of where we 
live, mountains, hills, and trees can make it 
inconvenient to view Mars from our back-
yards, forcing us to drive to an open fi eld. 
Another issue is that Earth’s atmosphere 
may hide details of the Martian surface 
from us. The lower an object is in the sky, 
the thicker the atmosphere is that we must 
peer through. Ideally, the higher an object 
appears in the sky, the better. Anyone up for 
a trip to Australia? Folks on the southern 
hemisphere will see Mars directly overhead 
when it’s at its brightest on July 27th!

For those who wish to see the surface of 
Mars with their own eyes (as opposed to 
pictures or digital images), but do not own a 
telescope, or you are not practiced enough to 
use yours, try hooking up with the Colorado 
Springs Astronomical Society. They have 
several viewing events scheduled for July. The 
most promising event seems to be a public 
viewing at Palmer Park, Friday, July 20, start-
ing at 8 p.m. and continuing until 11 p.m. Visit 
csastro.org/events-calendar/event for more 
information on upcoming events this year. 

Getting to Mars
Mars is grabbing lots of attention lately. 

No longer is it that mysterious red planet 
from where hostile aliens come to take over 
the earth. There is a lot of legitimate inter-
est in Mars today. From rover exploration to 
the human colonization, Mars has captured 
our attention, as well as our imaginations. In 
the early 1960s we earthlings began tak-
ing potshots at Mars. Our fi rst few attempts 
amounted to very little success, due to launch 
failures or communication failures. For exam-
ple, the Mars 1, sent by the former USSR in 
1962, was the fi rst spacecraft to fl y by Mars; 
however, it had lost communications with 
earth before reaching the planet. The now 
quieted Mars 1 currently assumes an indefi -
nite orbit around the sun; possibly forever. 

Believe it or not, the Russians even at-
tempted to send a lander to Mars in 1962. It 
failed to break earth orbit, however, falling 
back to earth in January of 1963. While per-
sistent, the Russians failed to reach Mars in 
any meaningful way between 1960 and 1964. 
The Americans (that’s us) performed the fi rst 
successful fl yby of Mars in 1964 with the 
Mariner 4. Mariner 4 returned the fi rst images 
ever of another planet from deep space. The 
spacecraft returned a total of 5.2 million bits 
of information to earth, which included im-
ages, surface temperature data, atmospheric 
pressure, and other important details. 

Between 1964 and 1975, America and the 
USSR launched a combined total of 17 mis-
sions aimed at gathering information and im-
ages from Mars. However, it wasn’t until 1976 
that humans were able to successfully land a 
spacecraft onto the surface of Mars. America 
landed the Viking 1 on the surface, the fi rst 
spacecraft ever to land on Mars. Viking 2 
followed it up later that year. Both landers 
transmitted a total of 1400 images of Mars’s 
surface, before ending communications in 
late 1982. As you can imagine, these missions 
were extremely expensive. Due to budget 
restrictions and a shifting of NASA’s priorities, 
it would be another 20 years before we would 
again revisit the surface of the planet. 

On July 4th, 1997, the Mars Pathfi nder 
impacted the Martian surface. Pathfi nder 
was part of NASA’s low-cost planetary 
Discovery mission program. In contrast to 
the previously high-cost missions to Mars, 
NASA was interested in the feasibility of 
sending low-cost spacecraft to other planets. 
This opened doors to many possibilities for 
future missions to Mars and beyond. Since 
then the US has pointed over 11 more mis-
sions towards Mars, including its current on-
going missions Curiosity and Opportunity.

Find out more
If you’d like to learn more about Mars, or 

if you’re interested in keeping up with the 
latest NASA mars missions, then visit mars.
nasa.gov. NASA’s Mars Exploration Pro-
gram website offers a lot of (near) real-time 
information coming from its current Curios-
ity and Opportunity missions. In addition, 
the site allows you to keep up to date with 
NASA’s future missions such as Insight. You 
may peruse a collection of facts about Mars 
as well as the latest data collected from the 
planet such as weather, high and low temps, 
sunrise and sunset, and the current season 
(Fall). In closing, it is my hope that you will 
fi nd an opportunity to learn more about Mars, 
and to see Mars through a telescope between 
now and September; it’s such a fascinating 
world to discover with your own eyes. Until 
next month, look out for those boulder-sized 
hailstorms, and keep looking up!

Peak Astronomy Tips
Much ado about Mars
by Chad Mello

Mars through a 4” Telescope at over 300x 
(oneminuteastronomer.com)

Mars and Saturn, facing south/south-east just before midnight

Mars has a mass at 
nearly one tenth that 
of the earth, and if 
you weighed 100 
pounds on the earth, 
you’d weigh just 38 
pounds on Mars. 

Community Partnership  
Family Resource Center
www.cpteller.org  

719-686-0705

GED
Preparation Classes and Testing

GED Class Registration:
n Wed., Aug. 22 • 8am-1pm Franklin  

Fergusun Memorial Library (Cripple Creek)
n Mon., Aug. 27 • 10am-3pm Community  

Partnership (Divide)
(be prepared to stay the entire time) Child Care is 

provided upon request! $40 enrollment fee.

For more information Contact:  
Katy@cpteller.org or 719.686.0705 

Activities available across Teller County include: Family 
Support Services, Adult Education, GED Test Preparation 

and Testing, Early Childhood Education, Parenting 
Programs, Cooking and Nutrition Classes, Adult Exercise,  

Community Gardens, Parent Engagement, and Basic 
Needs Services.

GED Class Registration:GED Class Registration:GED Class Registration:GED Class Registration:

Classes:
Mondays and Wednesdays 

• 8-11am — Cripple Creek (Franklin Ferguson 
Memorial Library)

• 12-3pm — Divide (Community Partnership)

Tuesdays and Thursdays
• 5-8pm Woodland Park High School

Ready to take your GED exam? Take advantage of 
the ONLY Pearson Vue GED testing center in Teller 

County! Hours Wednesdays 12pm-8pm

Swinging in Green Mountain Falls
Musical Swings return
by Kathy Hansen
photo by Jeff Hansen

Lauren Bishop and daughter Gypsy enjoy 
the swings.
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11-12 p.m. This is a 1 hour demon-
stration for parents and children ages 
6-12. FMI: Denise 719-686-0705 or 
Denise@cpteller.org.

GED CLASS REGISTRATIONS
27 Community Partnership 10-3 p.m. 

Classes are Mon & Weds 12-3 p.m. 
Child care is provided upon request. 
There is a $40 enrollment fee. FMI 
Katy@cpteller.org or 719-686-0705.

LITTLE CHAPEL FOOD PANTRY
9, 23 This is a drive-up distribution, 

and to make sure to avoid traffi c 
issues our distribution times are:
Last name beginning with:

 A-H 3:30-4:30 p.m.
 I-Q 4:30-5:30 p.m.
 R-Z 5:30-6:30p.m.

• Save the Date: DivideWide Garage 
Sale and Kite Flight Aug 25.

FAIRPLAY
18-22 Park County State Fair. See 

page 7. 

BPEEC
9 Brown Capped Rosy Finch Lecture 

1-3 p.m.
14 Fiber Workshop Series — Picture 

Frame Weaving 1-4 p.m.
15 Public Day 11-3 p.m.
24 Mountain Top Children’s Museum 

12-3 p.m.

FLORENCE
JOHN C. FREMONT LIBRARY
• July’s featured artist is Kevin Johnson. 

Enjoy Kevin’s stained glass work.
10 SRP Musical Story Telling with 

Sandy Dale 10:30 a.m.
14 Artist of the month reception for 

Kevin Johnson 2-4 p.m.
17 SRP Search and Rescue/Hug a Tree. 

Come meet Ernie the Search and 
Rescue dog 10:30 a.m.

17 Bike Across America: Stories from the 
Road by Steve Garufi . Meet 3-time 
cross-country cyclist and author Steve 
Garufi . He will have a slide show 
of new shots from his 2017 trip and 
signed copies of his book.

21 Family Movie: A Wrinkle in Time 
2:30 p.m. After the disappearance of 
her scientist father three peculiar be-
ings send Meg, her brother and her 
friend to space in order to fi nd him. 
Free popcorn, bring a drink.

24 SRP Campfi re Songs with Catherine 
Sounart 10:30 a.m.

24 Service Dog program 5 p.m. Met 
some of the Service dog (puppies) 
that the Federal Prison Camp in 
Florence are training.

25 Last day to turn in summer reading 
logs.

26 The Mission to the Mood, My 
Adventure 5 p.m. Marlowe Cassetti 
will share his experiences working at 
NASA and putting the fi rst US astro-
nauts into space and on the moon.

27 SRP Pool Party for the participants 
who read 20 or more hours and 
turned in their reading logs on time.

27 Fourth Friday Film: I Can Only 
Imagine 5 p.m. The inspiring and 
unknown true story behind Mercy 
Me’s beloved chart-topping song 
that brings ultimate hope to so 
many is a gripping reminder of the 
power of true forgiveness. Free 
popcorn, bring a drink.

• Weds Wool Gatherers 10 a.m.
• Thurs Story time at the Farmer’s Mar-

ket in Pioneer Park 10:30 a.m. More 
information available at jcfl d.org

FLORENCE PIONEER MUSEUM 
• Pioneer Museum is featuring our 

great baseball uniform and mitt 
collection for the “Great American 
Pastime.” FMI www.fl orencepio-
neermuseum.org

FLORISSANT
14 You are invited to come hear guest 

speakers from: Colorado State For-
est Service/Woodland Park Offi ce 
and the Coalition for The Upper 
South Platte. 10:30 to 12:30 in the 
lower meeting room at Florissant 
Library. Sponsored by the Deer 
Mountain Ranch Community As-
sociation. Meet with your neighbors 
for this informative session of 
Power Point visual aids and formal 
discussion on the following topics 
of current interest for your training 
and protection:

• Your preparedness for the potential of 
a wildfi re threat

• Structure and defensible space risk 
assessment training

• Community planning for wildfi re 
hazard reduction

• General forest health — keeping 
your trees healthy while reducing 
wildland fuels 

GRANGE #420
28 Florissant Heritage Day 9-3 p.m. at 

the Florissant Grange Hall (the old 
school house). Food, kids’ games, 
barrel train, various vendors and 
entertainment. This year artists 
from the WMA are performing on 
our stage from 12-4 p.m. Western 
music, cowboy poetry etc. Always a 
great show. Tickets for their concert, 
$10 at the door. Vendor spaces are 
$15 each in advance.  For more in-
formation please call 719-748-5004.

FLORISSANT LIBRARY
2, 9, 16, 23, 30 Tai Chi 10 a.m.
6 Kritter Karavan 10-11 a.m. Join Miss 

Cathy from Kritter Karavan for all 
things creepy and cute! Spiders, 
snakes, hedgehogs, lizards and 
insects will be at the library for you 
to learn about and observe!

12 Free Legal Clinic for parties who 
have no attorney, featured 3-4 
p.m. By computer link, volunteer 
attorney will answer questions, 
help fi ll out forms and explain the 
process and procedure for all areas 
of civil litigation, including family 
law, property law, probate law, 
collections, appeals, landlord-tenant 
law, small claims, veterans issues, 
and civil protection orders. Register 
by calling 719-748-3939.

12 Steampunk Hat Workshop 4:30-6:30 
p.m. Registration required. Gears, 
goggles, and gadgets — let’s add a 
little steampunk to our hats! We’ll 
help you design your own fantasti-
cal head topper using the provided 
accoutrements. You bring a sense 
of adventure, and we’ll bring the 
hats, gears and goodies! Supplies 
provided or bring your own.

27 Beth Epley 10-10:45 p.m. Beth per-
forms “Melody Von TuneAgain pre-
sents the ‘History of Silly Music!’” 
Everyone will be singing, dancing 
and laughing! Join us in welcoming 
this master storyteller to the Rampart 
Library District. All ages.

• Summer Reading 2018: Libraries 
Rock! Through July 31 for all ages. 
Register online.

• A Million Thanks. Join the Rampart 
Library District in thanking the men 
and women who serve in the military. 

Write a card, letter or message of 
appreciation to our military serving 
at home and abroad. Instructions and 
collection boxes are at both Florissant 
and Woodland Park Libraries.

• Gear Up at the Library! Sports 
equipment is available for checkout 
at the Florissant Public Library. 
Available items include: baseballs, 
basketballs, corn hole game, 
footballs, lawn bowling and soccer 
balls. New hours through Sept 30 
open Thursdays 10-7 p.m.

• Learn more about our Love Your 
Library event on July 15 under 
Woodland Park.

• Storytime Fridays 10-10:45 a.m.

Adult programs
9 Let’s Read Amok! Book Club 11 a.m. 

July theme: Ice cream
12 Yarnia 10-noon
18 Bookworms 10:30-noon July book: 

Underground Railroad by Colson 
Whitehead

25 Craft and Create 1-2:30 p.m. DIY: 
Shiobori with indigo dye. Learn the 
Japanese technique of Shilbori and 
design creative patterns on cotton 
fabric. Bring a washed cotton tshirt, 
napkins or scarf to dye. All other 
supplies provided. Space limited to 
15. Registration required. Call Flo-
rissant Public Library at 748-3939 
for more information.

GILLET FLATS
Teller County Shooters Society
Gold Camp Public Access Range 
Trainings
7 & 21 Range available to public
15 NRA Basic Pistol
22 CO Concealed Carry
29 Kids & Gun Safety

All events 10-3 p.m. $10 per person
1805 Teller County Road 81
FMI: Colomountain@msn.com
www.tcss-co-org

GUFFEY
21 Steampunk Festival 10-6 p.m. 

BAKERY AT STRICTLY GUFFEY
7, 14, 21, 28 Yoga 8:30-9:30 a.m. with 

Kristie
8 Making fi ne silver rings in a day 12-4 

p.m.. Learn sizing techniques as 
well as fi nishing your creating to 
take home.

19 Talking Threads 10-12 p.m.
19 Drum Circle 6-8 p.m.
29 Plique DeJour, a jewelry technique 

9:30-4:30 p.m. Combining fi ne sil-
ver and emanating it gives a stained 
glass effect to your jewelry.

BULL MOOSE 
RESTAURANT & BAR
2 & 23 Bingo with cash prizes
6, 13 & 27 Karaoke hosted by Piz & 

Pitbull 7 p.m.
7 Stompin George Show 6-9 p.m.
8 Stompin George Show 1-5 p.m.
9 & 30 Poker Night 6 p.m.
14 & 15 Western Days. Dress up, line 

dance and enjoy live music at 2 p.m. 
14 - Dave German, Lissa Hanner & 
Super Chuck and 15 - Piz & Pitbull 
music and line dancing.

16 Super Chuck 6 p.m.
20 Rebecca Folsom dinner show 6-9 p.m.
21 The 2nd Annual Guffey Steampunk 

Society Festival 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
Wear your Steampunk fi nest. Ven-
dors 10-5 p.m. Music: Piz & Pitbull 
10 a.m., Hipbone 2-5 p.m., Rudy 
Carillo 5-9 p.m.

ALMA
20-22 Festival in the Clouds

BUENA VISTA
6, 13, 20, 27  Free Live Music at the 

Beach

WATERSHED
7, 21 28 Homestead Days: HCFAA 

Kids’ Theatre and Much More
FB Link: https://www.facebook.
com/events/2069506059970204/

15, 18, 25 & 29 Midland Hope 
Community Fellowship 
FB Link: https://www.facebook.
com/events/230980424157909/
FMI http://www.buenavistacolo-
rado.org/events/

CAÑON CITY
29 Cup and Cone hosts their second Com-

munity Kite Fly 7:30 p.m. at Harrison 
School 920 Field Ave, Cañon City. 
There is no charge. Just bring your kite 
and your friends and their kites. Pack 
up the babies and grab the old ladies 
and lets everyone go fl y their kite!  
Need a kite? Cup and Cone has a great 
selection all sizes all prices.

CAÑON CITY LIBRARY
3, 10 Pups at your Library “PAL” 10:30-

noon. Story time and craft at 10:30 
a.m. Face painting at 11:30 a.m.

5 Rocky Mountain Puppets at 3 p.m.
12 Fremont Center for the Arts rock 

painting at 2 p.m.
12 Last day to turn in reading logs.
20 Pool party 5-7 p.m.
• Wednesdays we host Smash Brothers 

at 3 p.m. and Wacky Wednesday at 
4 p.m. FMI 719-269-9020.

NAMI
4, 11, 18, 25 NAMI (National Alliance 

on Mental Illness) Connection 
Recovery Support Group, adults 
living with mental illness, 5:30-7 
p.m., at St. Thomas More Hospital 
Community Education Room, 1338 
Phay Ave., Cañon City.  Free, safe 
and confi dential.  719-315-4975.  
www.namisoutheastco.org.

18 NAMI Family Support Group (for 
family members and caregivers of 

those who have a mental illness), 6 
p.m., IOOF Friendship House, 1020 
N. 15th Street, Canon City.  Free 
and Confi dential.  719-315-4975 or 
www.namisoutheastco.org.

COLORADO 
SPRINGS

14 Gold Hill Mesa Outdoor Concert 
Series 4-7 p.m. featuring Pandas and 
People — Alternative Rock. Bring 
lawn chairs, blankets, family and 
friends. It’s free and there is plenty of 
free parking. Food and craft vendors 
with a festive atmosphere.

24 Coin Club Kid’s Night 7-8:30 p.m. 
Bring your child/children, grand-
children, cousins, nieces, nephews, 
etc.  Invite friends with children.  
Invite your neighbors with children.  
Meeting held at the Police Station 
Community Room in station off 
8th Street and Moreno in Colorado 
Springs. There will be door prizes 
for everyone, special prizes, coins 
to sort through to fi ll holes in your 
Lincoln Cent book (books available 
for those who don’t have one), 
refreshments, surprises, and a whole 
lot of fun.   Please come and learn 
about the great hobby of numismat-
ics (coin-collecting).  Please RSVP 
by July 20 by calling 719-930-2823.

AREA AGENCY ON AGING
Below are FREE programs designed to 
help those who are approaching retire-
ment, Medicare and Social Security 
ages or anyone serving as a caregiver 
to a senior. Registration is required and 
class sizes are limited so please call 
719-471-2096 to reserve your place. 
Held at 15 S 7th St, COS 80905. Best 
to enter from rear entrance which faces 
the parking lot (there is a ramp). FMI
www.ppacg.org
16, 26  Medicare 101 classes (9 a.m. on 

16th, 5:30-7:30 p.m. on 26th) 
30 Social Security 101 from 5:30-7:30 

p.m. (In partnership with the Social 
Security Administration).

• Caring Conversations Group meets 
every Tuesday at the Colorado 
Springs Sr. Center.  For details on 
this caregiver support group or to re-

serve a seat at the table, contact Jules 
Norwood at 719-471-7080 x107.

• The Caregiver Support Centers’ 
Powerful Tools for Caregivers 
course will be offered beginning 
September 19th.  The course will 
be on 6 consecutive Wednesday 
mornings from 9-11:30 a.m. starting 
on Sept. 19th and ending on Oct. 
24th.  The course will be held at the 
Colorado Springs Senior Center.  It 
is open to any person caring for a 
family member or friend who is 60 
or older.  To attend caregivers must 
register at 719-471-7080 ext. 115.

PENROSE
10  Penrose-St. Francis Primary Care 

for Seniors Presentation. 5-6 p.m.
Penrose-St. Francis Primary Care 
for Seniors, 3027 N. Circle. Free.
FMI 719-776-4650

19 Brain Injury Support Group 5:30-7 
p.m. Penrose Pavilion, 2312 N. 
Nevada Ave. Colorado Springs, CO  
80907, 2nd Floor. Free. Register at 
www.penrosestfrancis.org/events

WORLD ARENA/
PIKES PEAK CENTER
11 Easton Corbin 6:30 p.m.
27, 28 10th Annual US Open Taek-

wondo Hanmandang 9 a.m.
27 Tickets go on sale for Manheim 

Steamroller Christmas Nov 15.

CRIPPLE CREEK
29 4th Annual Tough Truck Competi-

tion. See page 36. 

ASPEN MINE CENTER
3, 10, 17, 24, 31 A Willow Bends 

3-5 p.m.
6, 13, 20, 27 A Willow Bends 3-5 p.m.
3, 17 TBI Group participation meetings 

regarding Traumatic Brain Injury 
10-11:30 a.m.

11 ATTUNE, Support Group for male 
victims of Domestic Violence 4-5 
p.m.

11, 18, 25 Community Lunches each 
Wednesday between 11:30-1 p.m. 
All community members are 
welcome. Meals are provided on a 
donation basis.

11, 18, 25 Cocaine Anonymous group 
every Wed 7 p.m. This group helps 

persons who are addicted to any and 
all mind-altering substances.

10 Veteran Service Meeting 9-11 a.m.
10 All Vets, All Wars. Group participa-

tion 10-11:30 a.m.
11 Colorado Legal Services 1:30-3 

p.m. The Colorado Legal Services 
is a non-profi t organization that 
assists persons with low income and 
seniors who need meaningful access 
to high quality civil legal services in 
the state of Colorado.

19 OIB Group. This is a support group 
for individuals with blindness or 
other sight issues 10-11 a.m. in the 
Dining Room on the 2nd fl oor. FMI 
Kathleen at 719.471.8181 X103.

19 The Colorado Division of Vo-
cational Rehabilitation holds an 
orientation for individuals who need 
to acquire new job skills because of 
a disability 1-2 p.m.  

27 Teller County Emergency Food Distri-

bution Program (Commodities) will 
be held the last Friday of the month 
9-2 p.m. Please bring photo ID and 
proof of Teller County residency.

27 Cross Disability Meetings for per-
sons with disabilities 10-11:30 a.m.

On-going: Our Health Navigator Krys 
Arrick is available Mon-Thurs 
8-4:30 p.m. for families who are 
seeking access to affordable and 
quality health care. Call 719-689-
3584 ext. 111. Unless otherwise 
noted all meetings are held in the 
2nd fl oor conference room.

GED CLASS REGISTRATIONS
22 Cripple Creek — Franklin Ferguson 

Memorial Library 8-1 p.m. Classes 
are Mon & Weds 8-11 a.m. Child 
care is provided upon request. There 
is a $40 enrollment fee. FMI Katy@
cpteller.org or 719-686-0705.

PARKS AND REC
7, 25 Indoor Archery Tournament for 

all ages and all skill levels.
20 Basketball Skills Challenge 11 a.m.
21 Outdoor Archery Shoot.
28 Drum Circle 5 p.m.
On-going:
• Aikido for Adults Mon & Wed 6-7 

p.m., Tues 11-12 p.m.
• Archery classes by appointment.
• Basketball 3-on-3 Weds 5-7 p.m.
• Beginner Belly Dance Mon 6-7 p.m.
• Bible Study for Women Weds 5-6:30 p.m.
Daycare
• Kids Ballet ages 5-17 Tues 4:30-5:15 

p.m.
• Kido 4 Kids Mons & Weds 4:45-5 p.m.
• Knitting Club for Women Mons 

10-1 p.m.
• Painting with Watercolor starts July 

14, classes
• Pickleball Fri & Sat 9-12 p.m.
• Silver Sneakers Exercise Mon-Wed-

Fri 10-11 a.m.
• Yoga Tues 11:30 & 5:30, Thurs 4 & 

6 p.m.
• Yoga Sunset Walk Mons 7:15 p.m.
• Yoga Morning Walk Weds 9 a.m.

FMI 719-689-3514.

DIVIDE
28-29 Friends of Mueller State Park 

Fine Arts Show & Sale. See page 5. 

COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP
2, 4, 9, 11, 16, 18, 23, 25, 30 Playgroup 

9:30-11 a.m. Playgroup has lots of 
fun activities planned for summer! 
No registration necessary. FMI: 
Cory@cpteller.org.

2, 9, 16, 23 Active Parenting. This is a 
4-week First Five Years workshop 
9:30-11:30 a.m. Participants will 
learn about the developmental 
ages and stages and proven 
positive parenting techniques for 
their children between the ages of 
birth-5 years. Free childcare and 
breakfast provided with registration, 
contact Michelle 719-686-0705 or 
Michelle@cpteller.org.

3 Crossroads parenting 4:30-8:39 p.m. 
Teller County approved for di-
vorced or divorcing parents, divorce 
and custody class.

25 Cooking Matters in your Community 
continued on next page

Check out these activities going on right here in this area. If you know of an activity we should include, please call us at 719-686-7393 or email us at utecountrynewspaper@gmail.com. continued from page 30
~OUT AND ABOUT~~OUT AND ABOUT~

continued on page 32

Law Office of 
Kirk Garner

719-687-6869 720 W. Midland, Suite 201

Woodland Park

Office located in the Pikes Peak Credit Union

Family Law Attorney and Mediator
- Divorce
- Child Custody 
- Child Support 
- Relocation 

General Civil Practice
- Contract Disputes
- Landlord/Tenant

• Any mitigation needs
    chipping, raking, forest floor cleanup, etc

• Spraying for all kinds of pests
• Spring and Fall fertilization
• Tree removal and trimming

We offer a 
variety of 
services:

Questions? Just call or email us!

719-687-6811
Richard@SavingTheForest.com

FLORISSANT
15TH ANNUAL BLUEGRASS AT THE BIRD
20-21 Bluegrass music is on the menu at the Thunderbird Inn for their 15th An-

nual Bluegrass at the Bird. This year’s featured bands are Grass It Up, Stanley 
Tones, Ragged Mountain Band, Out Of Nowhere, Franklin & Friends, and 
Levi Richardson with Bruce Hayes as the master of ceremonies. FMI call the 
Thunderbird Inn at 719-748-3968.
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22 River City Blues 1-5 p.m.
28 Griffi th Scott 5-9 p.m.
29 Foggiest Notion 1-5 p.m.

FMI www.thebullmooseinguffey.
com, facebook www.facebook.
com/thebullmooseinguffey or call 
719-689-4199.

FRESHWATER BAR & GRILL
7 Cari Dell Trio
13 Trailer Park Patsy 5-8 p.m.
14 Sandy Wells Full Band
21 Fonda Cash
28 MissFire

All music 2-5 p.m. unless noted 
otherwise

• Save the date: Medicare Party Aug 25 
will be our birthday bash for those 
who are turning 65 in 2018. Every-
one is welcome. Entertainment and 
special surprises for those who turn 
65. To be added to the list contact 
719-689-0518 or email freshwater.
bootlegger@gmail.com.

GUFFEY LIBRARY
9 Patches & Pieces 11 a.m.
10, 17, 24, 31 Summer Reading Pro-

gram 9-11 a.m. (31 fi nal until noon).
14 Wildfl owers & EcoSystems of the 

Southern Rockies workshop hosted 
by Botanist Doug Coleman 9-5 p.m.

15 An Introduction to Western Grasses 
hosted by Botanist Doug Coleman 
9-4 p.m.

28 STEAM 11-1 p.m.
30 Guffey Literary Society 1 p.m.
31 Veteran Outreach Program 11-4 

p.m.
While all events are open to the 
public and are free, there is a 
suggested donation for the Doug 
Coleman workshops of $20. This 
year’s theme for the Summer Read-
ing Program is Libraries ROCK and 
we are! Please feel free call or email 
with any questions 719-689-9280 
Guffeylib@parkco.us or visit http://
parkcounty.colibraries.org

GREEN 
MOUNTAIN FALLS
Thru July 7 Green Box Arts Festival 

The festival will once again play 
host to extraordinary art and art-
ists with concerts, performances, 
classes, and more! 

HARTSEL
4  Hartsel Community Center 3-7 p.m. 

There will be free hot dogs and ice 
cream!  Fun and games for kids and 
the young at heart! Hartsel’s version 
of fi reworks at 6 p.m. Leashed pets 
are welcome, (including parents). 
Sponsored by A Hand Up Not a 
Hand Out Food Bank and The 
Country Church of Hartsel.

7 Park County Historical Society Dinner 
and Presentation. This month’s presen-
tation will be taking place at the Hart-
sel Fire Station in beautiful downtown 
Hartsel. The presentation will be on 
fracking presented by John Rakowski, 
a retired geologist.  Fracking: What is 
it?  How does it impact Colorado?  It 
is here in Teller and Fremont Counties. 
Dinner is always at 5 p.m. and the 
presentation usually starts at 5:30 p.m. 
Dinner is $8 for members and $10 

for non-members. There will also be 
many DVDs and books about Park 
County history for sale. You can also 
join as a member of the South Park 
Historical Society.  There are three 
more presentations this year.  Hartsel 
will be hosting the August presentation 
as well. Come and enjoy good food 
and good conversation.  You can 
e-mail parkcountyhistoricalsociety@
gmail.com FMI.

• Save the Date: Hartsel Days Aug 4 
& 5 see ad on page 23.

JEFFERSON
7 Jefferson Community Civic As-

sociation 4th of July breakfast 7-11 
a.m. in the Jefferson Community 
building, East of Highway 285. 
The menu includes all you can eat 
pancakes, eggs, potatoes, bacon, 
sausage, biscuits and gravy, coffee 
and juice. Cost is $8 for adults and 
$5 for children 6-12.  Proceeds 
benefi t the operation and mainte-
nance of the historic buildings in 
Jefferson.

LAKE GEORGE
7 Culturally Modifi ed Trees at Eleven 

Mile State Park 8 p.m. see page 25.
28 Country Rummage & Bake Sale. 

See page 22.
Save the date! August 17-19: 19th An-

nual Lake George Gem and Mineral 
Club Show.

PALMER LAKE
19 The Palmer Lake Historical Society 

will present “Hard Travelin: Woody 
Guthrie’s Life and Songs” by author, 
poet, and playwright Dan Blegen. 
This is an opportunity to experience 
a docu-concert — a unique format 
created by the presenter — in which 
he tells the story of the Oklahoma 
balladeer whose simple but evoca-
tive songs have enriched America’s 
musical landscape for generations. 
Guthrie wrote more than 1,000 songs; 
he connected with Americans from 
all walks of life and dignifi ed their 
lives in song. Come join us for a 
great evening! Events and programs 
are held in the Palmer Lake Town 
Hall, 28 Valley Crescent. Doors open 
at 6:30 p.m., the program begins at 
7 p.m. Light refreshments will be 
served after the presentation.  Palmer 
Lake Historical Society events and 
programs are free and open to all.  
Visit www.palmerdividehistory.org 
for more information.

SALIDA
5 Chaffee County’s Emergency Food 

Assistance Program & Commod-
ity Supplemental Food Program 
distributions at Salida Community 
Center 305 F Street 9:30-2 p.m. 
FMI 719-539-3351.

5, 12, 19, 26 Teen Night 6-9 p.m. at 
Fun Street Family Arcade 243 F 
Street. Coffee, tea, special menu, 
gaming tournaments. FMI call or 
text 719-221-9893.

12 SCFTA presents the Creative 
Mixer. Artists working in all 
genres are encouraged to attend 
and meet like-minded people, to 
share infl uences and news, to soak 

up fresh ideas, and to be inspired 
by the energy that makes Salida a 
center of support and expression. 
Each mixer begins at 5:30 p.m. in 
the Paquette Gallery, in the lobby of 
The SteamPlant Theater (220 West 
Sackett Avenue) on the south bank 
of the dynamic Arkansas River, 
where we are treated to a visual 
feast of the current artwork on dis-
play in the Paquette Gallery. The 
exhibiting artist briefl y talks about 
their work, their need to express, 
and their unique perspective.

VICTOR
3, 13, 20, 27 Celebrate Recovery at the 

Victor Community Center 6:15 p.m. 
FMI 719-243-4970.

7, 14, 21, 28 CC&V Mine Tours 10 
a.m. and 1 p.m. Meet at the Victor 
Lowell Thomas Museum, 3rd & 
Victor Ave. Tickets $8.50 per per-
son, all proceeds benefi t the Victor 
Lowell Thomas Museum. Reserva-
tions and online tickets are available 
at VictorColorado.com. FMI 719-
689-4211 or 719-689-5509.

20-22 Victor Gold Rush Days. See 
page 13.

WOODLAND PARK
4 Old Fashioned 4th of July Celebra-

tion in Memorial Park 9-3 p.m.
4 Cemetery Crawl 1-3 p.m. Tours run 

every 15 minutes. Experience his-
tory with your family. Hear stories 
of Woodland Park’s founding fami-
lies. Tickets on-site $5, children 12 
and under free. Sponsored by Ute 
Pass Historical Society. FMI 719-
686-7512 or uphs@utepasshistori-
calsocieity.org

4, 21 Senior Center Pancake Breakfast. 

Start your 4th of July Celebration 
with a bang of a breakfast starting at 
7:30-11:30 a.m. (The breakfast on 
the 21st begins at 8 a.m.) Everyone 
is invited to join us for delicious 
pancakes, sausage, eggs, biscuits and 
gravy and seasonal melon for only 
$8 for Adults, kids 6 and under eat 
for $2. We’re at Lake and Pine St.

6, 13, 20, 27 Arts & Crafts Fair and 
Farmer’s Market 8-1 p.m. Memorial 
Park. FMI 719-964-4347 or 719-
216-2006.

13 Movie Above the Clouds is a free 
family friendly outdoor movie held 
at the Midland Pavilion outside the 
Ute Pass Cultural Center 7ish-8:25 
p.m. Have a family picnic — pack 
your dinner and fi nd your spot for 
a picnic before the movie at 7 p.m. 
Activities and games for little kids 
in the library rotary terrace area. 
Bring blankets and chairs. Movie 
starts at sunset. Free popcorn & 
drink during the movie, donations 
received. The movie is moved 
indoors in case of rain.

13-15 Ute Trail Stampede Rodeo. See 
page 22.

14 July Purely Bluegrass 11 a.m. Flatt 
Five Blue Canyon Boys, Ute Pass 
Cultural Center

15 July Picnic on the Green concert 1 
p.m. Woodland Park Wind Sym-
phony and Pikes Peak Brass Band, 
Ute Pass Cultural Center

21 Climate Solutions for our times. If 
you are concerned about our non-
existent winter and our dry spring 
and the ever present danger of fi res, 
come out and join us on July 21, 
11-1 p.m. at the library at 218 E. 
Midland. Learn about the Climate 
Solutions Caucus and Citizens’ Cli-
mate Lobby. We just returned from 

joining 1400 other volunteers who 
lobbied Congress in Washington, 
D.C. Meet a wonderful community 
of like-minded people who care 
about what is happening on our 
planet and who know how to help.
contact: pjpotsticker@gmail.com

28 Mountain Top Cycling Club Bike 
The Night. See page 31.

Save the date! August 16-19 Woodland 
Park Rock, Gem and Mineral Show. 
FMI: 719-360-9665 or runninboar@
hotmail.com. See www.woodland-
parkrockandgemshow.com.

DINOSAUR RESOURCE CENTER
4 Military Appreciation Day 9-6 p.m. 

One half off of regular admission 
with active or retired Military I.D.

7 Arts and Crafts Fair 9-4 p.m. Check 
out our website for a complete list-
ing of all attending vendors.

21-22 Model Railroad Association 
10-4 p.m. Sat/11-3 p.m. Sun. The 
Pikes Peak Division of the National 
Model Railroad Association will 
be here with a great opportunity to 
learn about trains and to PLAY! 

• Family History. Do you want to 
trace your family roots? Enjoy 
our free genealogy training every 
Wednesday evening from 6:30-8 
p.m. Sponsored by the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints at 
758 Apache Trail. FMI Jim Olsten 
719-686-6453.

GED CLASS REGISTRATIONS
22 Cripple Creek — Franklin Ferguson 

Memorial Library 8-1 p.m. Classes 
are Mon & Weds 8-11 a.m.

27 Divide — Community Partnership 
10-3 p.m. Classes are Mon & Weds 
12-3 p.m.

• Woodland Park GED Classes 5-8 
p.m. at High School. Child care is 
provided upon request. There is a 
$40 enrollment fee. FMI Katy@
cpteller.org or 719-686-0705.

WOODLAND PARK LIBRARY
5, 12, 19, 26 Tai Chi 5:30 p.m.
6, 13, 20, 27 Tai Chi for Arthritis 10 

a.m., Sun Style at 11 a.m.
11 Kritter Karavan 10-11 a.m. Join 

Miss Cathy from Kritter Karavan 
for all things creepy and cute! Spi-
ders, snakes, hedgehogs, lizards and 
insects will be at the library for you 
to learn about and observe!

12 Free Legal Clinic for parties who 
have no attorney, featured 3-4 p.m. 
By computer link, volunteer attor-
ney will answer questions, help fi ll 
out forms and explain the process 
and procedure for all areas of civil 
litigation, including family law, 
property law, probate law, collec-
tions, appeals, landlord-tenant law, 
small claims, Veterans issues, and 
civil protection orders. Register by 
calling 719-687-9281 ext. 103.

13 & 14 Giant Annual Book Sale 12-4 
p.m. Fri, 10-3 p.m. Sat.

14 Kara and the Kosmos 12 p.m. 
Enjoy the sounds of this excellent 
trio when you stop in for our Giant 
Book Sale.

17 AARP Smart Driver program 9:30-
1:30 p.m.

25 Death Café 2 p.m.
27 Beth Epley 12-12:45 p.m. Beth per-

forms “Melody Von TuneAgain pre-

sents the ‘History of Silly Music!’” 
Everyone will be singing, dancing 
and laughing! Join us in welcoming 
this master storyteller to the Rampart 
Library District. All ages.

• Summer Reading 2018: Libraries 
Rock! Through July 31 for all ages. 
Register online.

• A Million Thanks. Join the Rampart 
Library District in thanking the 
men and women who serve in the 
military. Write a card, letter or mes-
sage of appreciation to our military 
serving at home and abroad. 
Instructions and collection boxes 
are at both Florissant and Woodland 
Park Libraries. FMI 719-687-9281. 

Book Clubs:
3 WPLBC 10:30-12 p.m. July book: 

The Elephant Whisperer by 
Lawrence Anthony with Graham 
Spence.

12 Senior Circle Book Club 10:30 a.m. 
July book: Astrophysics for People 
in a Hurry by Neil deGrasse Tyson.

Computer Classes
6 Getting Started with Google Chrome 

10:30-11:30 a.m.
18 Computer Basics 10-11:30 a.m.
24 Intro to Airbnb a Guest or Host 

10-noon
25 Using the Library Catalog 10-11 a.m.
Children’s programs
7 Messy Science Institute 1-2 p.m. 

Ages 9-12. Kids will build and 
launch their own rocket with a 
launch pad and fuel!

19 Denise Gard presents Doggie 
Dance 10-11 a.m. Sienna and Joey, 
Denise’s famous Border Collies 
perform some groovy tricks in this 
engaging show. Discover some 
incredible stories set to music then 
learn how to dance like a dog! All 
ages welcome.

25 Pint Size Polka 10-10:45 a.m. You 
want a rockin’ good time at your 
library this summer? Look no 
further than Pint Size Polkas. Uncle 
Mike’s music will have everyone 
of all ages singing, clapping and 
dancing along to polka-fi ed classics. 
All ages welcome!

• Books and Babies 10-10:20 a.m. 
Tuesdays.

• Storytimes Wed and Thurs 10:05-
10:45 a.m.

• Lego Club Fridays 12-4:30 p.m.
Teen program
11 Anime Club 3:30-5 p.m. Teen 

Room.

WOODLAND COUNTRY LODGE
15 The 4th Annual Love Your Libraries 

Fiesta Fundraiser 11-2 p.m., at Patio 
of Woodland Country Lodge. Come 
support your libraries! Door prizes, 
food and drink specials, music 
by F-150. Money raised will go 
towards our library decks. Tickets 
are available at both Florissant and 
Woodland Park Public Libraries. 
Tickets: $10 per person. Cash bar 
and Fiesta Brunch menu available. 
Come out and support your Librar-
ies where there is something for 
everyone. FMI 719-687-9281.

• See additional entertainment schedule 
on page 14.

~ UTE COUNTRY BUSINESS ~

Blasting
BlackWing

Drilling/Blasting • Rock Stabilization • Soil Nails

Over 40 Years of  
Explosive Experience

Rick Batista • PO Box 998, Divide, CO 80814
(719) 687-6170 • (719) 687-7090 Fax

GREGORY S. COOPER, D.V.M.

312 W. Hwy. 24 • Box 5999
Woodland Park, CO 80866

(719) 687-6000
gcompassionanimalhospital@gmail.com

mycompassionanimalhospital.com

123 S. 5th St. - Cañon City
www.canoncitycoins.com • (719) 269-7507

Collector & Investor Coins - Buying,  
Selling & Trading Coins, Gold, Supplies 

and Gold Panning Equipment

Cañon City 
Coins

Jason

307 Main St
Cañon City

719-276-2591
Monday-Friday 8am-5pm

The Local Experts 
for all Your 

Technology Needs

- Computer repair & service
- Security camera installation
- Assist with updates
- Virus & Malware removal
- New computer set-up
- Data recovery & transfer
- Laptop screen replacement
- Cloud back-up solutions
- Office & home networking
- Server installation & maintenance
- Cabling
- Services in shop or your location

Geri Salsig, Broker, e-PRO®

Box 46/43 CR 102, Guffey, CO 80820
Bus 719-689-2008  Fax 877-376-6980

WWW.ZLANDLADY.COM
geri@zlandlady.com

Griggs Vacuums
We want to be your vacuum store!

1706 W. Colorado Ave
Colorado Springs, CO 80904
(719) 475-9216

16 Oak Street
Buena Vista, CO 81211
(719) 395-2202

www.griggsvacuums.com • griggsvacuums@yahoo.com

Vacuum Repair, Sewing Machine Repair
& New Vacuum Sales

719-429-5433          508 Main St., Cañon City

1212 1/2 W. Hwy 24
Woodland Park, CO 80863
719-686-6742
chris@hardcastleheat.com

We are a Carrier dealer, however we  
repair and service all makes and models. 

MUSIC LESSONS
Violin, Beginning Guitar 

and Mandolin

FLIP: (719) 429-3361
flip@ghvalley.net

Kathy Manko N.D.G.A.A. certified
Owner/Groomer
 
719 619 7112

Fast & Furriest Mobile Salon
drifting to a driveway near you

fastnfurriestgrooming.com
fastnfurriestgrooming@gmail.com

Certified By National Dog Groomers Association of America 

Active Life Chiropractic

808 W. Browning Ave 
Woodland Park, CO

719-687-7600
Dr. Cheryl Steen, D.C.

July  

Speci
al!

ALL  
NUTRITIONAL  
SUPPLEMENTS25% OFF

Jim Barlow
719-687-6622

N E W  L O C A T I O N !

Hours: Mon 9-8, Tues,Thurs & Fri 9-6
330 S. Baldwin • Woodland Park

Haircraft 
BarBer SHop

~OUT AND ABOUT~

~ UTE COUNTRY BUSINESS ~
Insuring Your Legacy
Your team for comprehensive consulting for risk management 
and wealth preservation.

Patrick Szymankowski
Principal Consultant

719-593-AION • Patrick@AionAgency.com
www.AionInsuranceConsultants.com

540 Garden of the Gods Rd. Colorado Springs, CO 80907

Auto • Home • Busin
ess •

 Life

Your Ad Here
for as little as $24.75 a month*

Call 719-686-7393 or 
email: utecountrynewspaper@gmail.com
for more information and advertising deadlines.

*pre-paid one-year contract rate.

Reach over 37,000 readers in Teller, Park, 
Fremont, Chaffee, Summit, and El Paso 

counties every month! Did you 
enjoy what 
you read?

Please thank our advertisers!

No Job Too Big or Too Small
Licensed - Bonded - Insured

30 Years Experience

El Paso Concrete Works
Driveways, Patios, Sidewalks

All Types of Flatwork
Retaining Walls

C a l l  L i n o  7 1 9 -3 55 - 0 0 9 7

(719) 641-6912 or 
(719) 642-2288

LAND INVESTMENT  
OPPORTUNITY

50 + Acres of mining claims, mineral  
and surface rights included, north of  

Cripple Creek near Spring Creek, 
$80,000.00 Buys it all,  multiple parcels, 

trees, views, adjacent land available. 

Cash Only

Call Reed or Ruth at Grainger Realty llc

No Job Too Big or Too Small
Licensed - Bonded - Insured

30 Years Experience

El Paso Concrete Works
Driveways, Patios, Sidewalks

All Types of Flatwork
Retaining Walls

Call Lino 719-355-0097

continued from page 31

MONTROSE
Women only outdoor-skills weekend planned for Western Colorado
Women who want to gain valuable outdoor skills, learn about wildlife and receive 

an introduction to hunting and fi shing are invited to attend a “Cast and Blast” 
weekend workshop, July 13-15, sponsored by Colorado Parks and Wildlife. The 
event is limited to 15-20 women and those interested must submit an applica-
tion. At the event, women will learn the basics of fl y fi shing, shotgun shooting, 
archery, wildlife watching and camping. Participants will also learn about the 
basics of wildlife management. Colorado Parks and Wildlife will supply all 
sporting equipment — shotguns, ammunition, bows and arrows, and fl y rods 
and tackle. Those who have a 20-gauge shotgun, fi shing or archery gear can 
bring their own. Participants must have a current Colorado fi shing license. The 
event will be held at the Jim Olterman/Lone Cone State Wildlife Area, located 
about 25 miles south of Norwood. Participants will need to bring their own 
camping gear; they can camp in their own tents or sleep in a cabin. All food will 
be provided. Those with dietary restrictions, however, should bring their own 
supplies. A $40 deposit will be required from those chosen to participate. To 
obtain an application for the workshop, please contact Dawn Bresett at 970-252-
6000, or via email at dawn.bresett@state.co.us.
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South Park Insurance
551 Front Street, Fairplay, Colorado

719.836.2980
www.insurance-southpark.com

southparkins@gmail.com

Your FIRST choice for insurance 
in the high country!

Finding Good Insurance 
is no Accident!

Don’t drive to Colorado Springs to get flooring - call Todd @ RMC Floors!
I bring the showroom to you: Carpet, Vinyl, Tile, Luxury Vinyl Plank,  

Hardwood Counter tops and Epoxy Floors

Rocky Mountain Custom Floors

Let my experience, Quality and Pricing Floor you!Let my experience, Quality and Pricing Floor you!

Contact me for a free no obligation in home estimate
Office: (719) 687-9779 • Cell: (719) 201-9375

Fax: (719) 687-9502 • Email: toddbarton5@gmail.com

HIGH ALTITUDE SPIRITS
Hangovers Installed and Serviced

Main Street
Fairplay

Jake & Jennie
Ph. (719) 836-3155

Jennifer Reno
Broker Associate
CRS, GRI, MRE

Specializing in 
Teller and Park 

Counties

Call or text (719) 619-9591
2717 W. Hwy 24, Florissant, CO

www.ohgetmeahome.com
jenireno01@gmail.com

28 Year  
Real Estate 
Veteran

Basic Handgun Safety & Proficiency Classes • Concealed Carry Training
Certified Instructors • Group or Individual Classes • Call for Times

127 S. San Juan Ave • Buena Vista, CO • 719-395-6868

A Buena Vista Destination
Visit our cozy, historic 1930’s “Hobbit House”

Open Tuesday - Saturday, 10am - 5pm

127 S. San Juan Ave • Buena Vista, CO • 719-395-6868127 S. San Juan Ave • Buena Vista, CO • 719-395-6868

Open Tuesday - Saturday, 10am - 5pmOpen Tuesday - Saturday, 10am - 5pm
Mostly Used Books 

Unique Toys, Games, Puzzles, Art Supplies, 
Folk Art, Gifts, Antiques, Vintage Treasures,  

& a Backyard Peace Labyrinth.

We do the work  
from deep cleaning  

to all repairs

We service all Teller County
Woodland Park, Divide, Florissant and Guffey

Carmen and Mike
505-382-4412

Cleaning & Handyman Services
Property Care and Management

Quality Service

Affordable Rates

References available

Weekly - Biweekly - Monthly

Reliable

BB Painting
of Woodland Park

Call Bert Barta For Free Estimate 303-905-0422
Dad and Daughters Team

Local & Insured   Over 20 years experience   

Quality Interior & 
Exterior Painting

719.687.2201
1084 Cedar Mtn. Road • Divide • www.tellerparkvet.com

Shannon Lemons, DVM

Accepting 
Care Credit

Large and Small Animal Medicine and 
Surgery, Specializing in Dentistry

We Can Help You With  
Mountain Property Insurance.

Call or email for more details: 
719-660-8588 or rspcoach2008@yahoo.com

Your Ad Here
for as little as $24.75 a month*

Call 719-686-7393 or 
email: utecountrynewspaper@gmail.com
for more information and advertising deadlines.

*pre-paid one-year contract rate.

Reach over 37,000 readers in Teller, Park, 
Fremont, Chaffee, Summit, and El Paso 

counties every month!
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4th ANNUAL4th ANNUAL

TRUCK COMPETITIONTRUCK COMPETITION

Sunday, 
July 29th
11 a.m.

Enter your vehicle or just come and watch!
$25 Same Day Entry Fee

SCHUMACHER’S
Alignment & Tire Center

Teller County Fairgrounds
Cripple Creek, CO

220 S. Burdette, Woodland Park, CO • 719-687-2446
For details and rules  
go to www.TCAFAS.org

Trophies & cash prizes • Open to Street Legal & Modifieds

  General Seating 

$500
Children under 3 FREE

Sponsored 
by


